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Crazy Rich Asians 


© INTRODUCTION 


BRIEF BIOGRAPHY OF KEVIN KWAN 


Born in Singapore in 1973 to a well-to-do family, Kwan had no 
idea it wasn’t normal to have ponds filled with baby sharks or 
private planes parked in one’s backyard until he and his parents 
immigrated to Texas when he was 11 years old. He attended 
the University of Houston-Clear Lake and Parsons School of 
Design, earning degrees in media and photography, before then 
working for various New York-based magazines and design 
firms. Following this, he founded his own creative studio. Kwan 
was inspired to write Crazy Rich Asians in 2009, when he took 
time off of work to help care for his father, who was receiving 
cancer treatments. During the time they spent in the car, Kwan 
and his father would reminisce about life in Singapore. 
Published in 2013, Crazy Rich Asians received overwhelmingly 
positive reviews. Kwan ended up selling the film rights for $1 in 
exchange for the option to stay creatively involved in filming. 


HISTORICAL CONTEXT 


Singapore, where the majority of Crazy Rich Asians takes place, 
is acity-state in Southeast Asia known for being one of the 
wealthiest countries in the world. In 1819, the British landed in 
Singapore and, after negotiating a treaty with local rulers, 
developed a major port city there. Their goal was to protect 
their own trading interests in Asia, particularly from the Dutch. 
The British took full control of Singapore and brought it under 
colonial rule in 1867. During this time, migrants from all over 
Asia immigrated to Singapore, resulting in the old-money elite 
class that Kwan portrays in Crazy Rich Asians. The country 
continued to grow, develop, and attract migrants through its 
independence from Britain in 1963 and beyond, and as in the 
novel, wealthy people and families from China continue to 
move to Singapore due to it being a tax haven, offering many 
social programs, and having a stable and well-regulated 
government and banking industry. Characters also note 
Singapore's role in World War II. The country was home to the 
main British military base in Asia, but the Japanese invasion of 
Malaya led to disastrous losses for Allied forces. The Japanese 
occupied Singapore from early 1942 until September 1945, 
and they massacred thousands of people, mainly Singaporean 
Chinese, who were deemed “anti-Japanese.’ 


RELATED LITERARY WORKS 


Crazy Rich Asians is the first in a trilogy that follows Rachel, 
Nick, and the Young family in China Rich Girlfriend and then Rich 
People Problems. Since finishing the series, Kwan has written 
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another novel, Sex and Vanity. Reviews often compare Crazy 
Rich Asians to Jane Austen's classic novel Pride and Prejudice. 
Both novels focus on family dynamics and marriage as a means 
of consolidating wealth and moving up in the world socially. 
And as a work of social satire, Crazy Rich Asians shares 
similarities with a variety of works, from satirical pamphlets like 
Jonathan Swift's A Modest Proposal to classics in the Western 
canon like Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales. One reason Kwan cites 
for writing Crazy Rich Asians is that he wanted to write a story 
about Asia and Asian characters that wasn't historical fiction, 
like, for instance, Lisa See’s Snow Flower and the Secret Fan. 
Crazy Rich Asians is much more in line with books like Amy Tan’s 
celebrated The Joy Luck Club and even the young adult series To 
All the Boys I’ve Loved Before by Jenny Han, in that it presents 
contemporary Asian characters grappling with cultural and 
identity issues in addition to normal life stressors. 


KEY FACTS 


e Full Title: Crazy Rich Asians 

e When Written: 2009-2012 

e Where Written: United States 
e When Published: 2013 

e Literary Period: Contemporary 
e Genre: Novel, Social Satire 


e Setting: Primarily Singapore, though characters also visit 
Malaysia, Indonesia, Paris, and several American cities 


e Climax: Eleanor and Ah Ma ruin Nick’s plan to propose to 
Rachel and reveal that Rachel’s father, whom she believes is 
dead, is alive and in prison. 


e Antagonist: Eleanor Young is a clear antagonist throughout 
the novel, though arguably all of Nick’s relatives and all the 
wealthy people in his circle are antagonists. 


e Point of View: Third Person 


EXTRA CREDIT 


Star Food Scene. Singapore's food scene is held up as a major 
attraction for tourists. The country has the distinction of being 
home to the least expensive Michelin-starred meal in the world 
at a one-star hawker stall that serves soya chicken with rice or 
noodles for about two U.S. dollars. 


Inspiration’s At Home. The fictional Young family was inspired 
by Kwan’s own family; his grandfather was an esteemed 
ophthalmologist knighted by Queen Elizabeth II and his great- 
grandfather was a founding director of Singapore's oldest bank. 
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DA PLOT SUMMARY 


Rachel and Nick are in their favorite New York tea house when 
ick invites Rachel to join him in Singapore this summer for his 
best friend’s wedding. Rachel is excited to meet Nick’s family, 
and she also wonders if this means he’s thinking about 
marriage. Unbeknownst to Nick and Rachel, a girl in the cafe 
recognizes Nick and overhears this conversation. She texts her 
sister and before long, nearly all of upper-class Singapore 
nows that Nicholas Young, Singapore’s most eligible bachelor, 
is bringing a girl home. Though Nick’s cousin, Astrid, 
encourages Nick to prepare Rachel for the trip, Nick believes 
Rachel will fit in perfectly and that his family will love her. 


However, when Nick’s mother Eleanor finds out Nick is 
bringing his longtime girlfriend whom she didn’t know existed 
to the wedding, she’s angry and concerned. It’s comforting 
when Nick’s second cousin Cassandra, a gossip who's aptly 
nicknamed Radio One Asia, informs Eleanor that Rachel is part 
of the new-money Taipei Plastics Chu family. But the private 
investigator Eleanor hires reveals this is false: Rachel is from 
ainland China and her mom, Kerry, is divorced, so Rachel is a 
“peasant.” So, with the help of her girlfriends Nadine, Daisy, 
Carol, and Lorena, Eleanor decides to go to Shenzhen for the 
first few days Rachel is in Singapore. Lorena has a contact there 
with more info on Rachel, and this way the women can shop 
and snub Rachel. 


Rachel is surprised and delighted when she and Nick fly first 
class to Singapore. Nick’s best friend, Colin, and his fancée 
Araminta meet them at the airport and take them out for 
dinner at a hawker center. The next day, Rachel visits her 
college friend Peik Lin Goh at Peik Lin’s parents’ mansion, and 
Rachel reveals that she’s going to Colin Khoo and Araminta 
Lee’s wedding. Peik Lin’s family is shocked: theirs is the 
wedding of the season. This raises questions about who Nick is, 
questions that become even more pressing when Nick asks 

Peik Lin to drop Rachel off at Ah Ma’s house for Friday night 
family dinner later. The house, Tyersall Park, isn’t a house: it’s a 
mansion nestled on dozens of acres, and it must be worth a 
fortune. Peik Lin observes that Nick’s family are “richer than 
God.’ The dinner is fun, if overwhelming. Rachel meets Ah Ma 
who invites Nick to come stay at Tyersall Park with Rachel 
instead of the hotel where they're currently staying) and 
spends time with another cousin, Oliver. Oliver warns Rachel 
that there are forces conspiring against her—namely, Eleanor 
and every young, single woman in Asia who'd like to marry Nick 
themselves. Though Rachel is concerned, after this, that she'll 
never fit into Nick’s ultrawealthy circle, he insists she’s doing 
great and that everyone loves her. 


The next day, in Shenzhen, Eleanor learns damning information 
about Rachel and begins to conspire with two of Nick’s former 
love interests, Nadine’s daughter Francesca and Mandy Ling, to 
run Rachel off. Rachel, meanwhile, attends Araminta’s 
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bachelorette weekend at an island resort that Araminta’s mom, 
Annabel Lee, owns. There, almost all the girls treat her terribly, 
and someone puts a mutilated fish in her bag and writes a 
threatening message in fish blood on her mirror. At the same 
time, Colin and his groomsmen are at a bachelor weekend that 
Bernard Tai planned—and Colin, Nick, and their closest friends 
aren't enjoying the sex workers, gambling, and dog fights. Nick 
finally whisks Colin away to Australia for a relaxing weekend. 


Not wanting to worry Nick, Rachel doesn’t mention the abuse 
she suffered at the bachelorette weekend. She accompanies 
Nick to his parents’ apartment, expecting an intimate family 
dinner—but Eleanor has invited all her friends, Francesca, and 
Astrid. Over dinner, Francesca implies that she put the fish in 
Rachel’s bag. The following night, Rachel and Nick attend a 
party that Harry Leong, Astrid’s father, is throwing for Colin. 
Eleanor expects her family to be horrendous to Rachel—but 
when Nick’s cousin Alistair shows up with his girlfriend Kitty 
Pong, a soap opera star with fake breasts and a dress that 
exposes her nipples, and announces they’re engaged, Nick’s 
aunts hastily engage Rachel in conversation. The next day, Peik 
Lin takes Rachel shopping for appropriate clothes to wear to 
the wedding tomorrow. 


Rachel sits with Oliver and the rest of the Young clan at the 
wedding—and to many onlookers’ surprise, the family allows 
Kitty to sit with them, too. Astrid and Ah Ma shock people when 
they arrive together, as Ah Ma doesn't go to people's events. 
Astrid convinced her grandmother to come to try to deflect 
attention away from herself: her husband, Michael, is having an 
affair and wants a divorce, so he’s not here. Ashamed, Astrid 
doesn't want to answer any questions. During the wedding, 
Nick realizes he wants to marry Rachel. He whisks Rachel away 
during the reception to show her one of his favorite childhood 
haunts, but Mandy and her boyfriend show up to join them. 
There, Mandy reveals that she and Nick shared their first kiss 
here. 


That night, Fiona, who's married to Nick’s tyrannical cousin 
Eddie, insists that Rachel borrow a sapphire necklace to spite 
Eddie. Eleanor is enraged when she sees Rachel wearing the 
necklace at the wedding dinner, as she knows the necklace 
came from Ah Ma—and Aunt Victoria lies to Eleanor that Ah 
Ma gave Rachel the necklace directly. Near the end of the 
evening, Francesca reveals to Rachel that she, Mandy, and Nick 
had a threesome as teenagers. Once the party is over and Nick 
and Rachel return to Tyersall Park, Rachel breaks down and 
tells Nick about the abuse she’s been suffering. Nick feels 
terrible and suggests they go away tomorrow. 


Early the next morning, Nick goes to his parents’ flat and tells 
Eleanor he’s going to ask Rachel to marry him. She’s upset and 
insists Rachel is too poor, but Nick doesn’t listen. He and Rachel 
spend the day driving and enjoying tourist attractions along the 
way to Ah Ma’s summer lodge in Malaysia, where Nick plans to 
propose at sunset. But when they get there, Eleanor and Ah Ma 


Page 2 


All LitCharts 


are there—and Eleanor presents Rachel with the information 
her private investigator turned up. Rachel's father, Zhou Fang 
Min, is alive, not dead like Rachel thought; and he’s in prison for 
causing a deadly construction accident. Kerry kidnapped 
Rachel and took her to the U.S. as a baby. Thus, Eleanor and Ah 
Ma conclude, Nick can’t marry Rachel. Rachel faints. 


After breaking up with Nick and refusing to see him, Rachel 
spends the next week languishing in the Gohs’ guest room. She 
calls Kerry and screams at her mom for lying to her about her 
father, and she and Peik Lin make plans to visit him in a Chinese 
prison. But just as Rachel and Peik Lin are preparing to leave, 
ick drives up with Kerry. Kerry insists she and Rachel must 
talk; Rachel cannot go to China. 


nthe library, Kerry tells Rachel how she and Fang Min married 
when Kerry was still a teenager living in rural China. Kerry 
thought she was escaping her provincial village life, but Fang 
in’s mother was cruel to her, and Fang Min soon began to 
abuse her. However, Kerry fell in love with a young man, Kao 
Wei, who protected her from Fang Min’s drunken rages—and 
Kao Wei is Rachel’s real father. When Rachel was born, Fang 
in's mother planned to blind her so that Kerry could legally 
have another child (hopefully ason), and Kao Wei helped Kerry 
and Rachel escape the Zhous so they could in turn leave China 
for the U.S. 


ow that Kerry and Rachel have made up, they decide to go out 
or drinks with Peik Lin and Nick. At one of Singapore’s most 
touristy rooftop bars, Rachel thanks Nick for bringing her mom 
here, and they share a kiss. 


2 CHARACTERS 


MAJOR CHARACTERS 


Rachel Chu - The protagonist of the novel, Rachel is a 29-year- 
old economics professor at NYU. She’s been dating Nick for 
two years and, when he invites her to join him in Singapore for 
the summer, she begins to wonder if he’s thinking about 
marriage. As Nick never talks about his family, Rachel is 
shocked to discover that Nick is from one of the wealthiest 
families in Asia and is the most eligible bachelor. During the 
week leading up to the wedding, Rachel becomes increasingly 
anxious about her relationship with Nick, as other women 
torment her and insist she’s trying to marry Nick for his money. 
But Rachel genuinely loves Nick and doesn’t care about his 
money. When Rachel finally tells Nick what she’s been 
enduring, he whisks her away to Ah Ma’s summer lodge to 
propose—but Eleanor and Ah Ma insist Nick can’t marry 
Rachel. Eleanor reveals that Rachel’s father is still alive and that 
her mom, Kerry, kidnapped Rachel when she was a baby. 
Following this, Rachel breaks up with Nick, as she believes his 
money will poison their marriage. She later makes up with 
Kerry when Kerry tells Rachel the truth about her paternity 


f 
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and birth. The novel ends with Rachel and Nick making up as 
well, though it’s ambiguous whether Rachel will go on to accept 
his marriage proposal. 


Nicholas Young - Nick is Rachel’s love interest; unbeknownst 
to her until she arrives in Singapore, he also happens to be 
Asia's most eligible bachelor. He’s a member of the Young 
family, an extremely wealthy old-money family, and many 
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that another man, Kao Wei, is Rachel’s real father. Throughout 
the novel, Kerry remains adamant that Nick is thinking of 
marrying Rachel. She also recognizes early on that Nick’s 
parents don't like Rachel, as she’s more familiar with traditional 
Chinese culture than Rachel is. 


Ah Ma/Su Yi - Nick’s elderly grandmother (or ah ma), Su Yi is 
the sole owner of Tyersall Park and is the revered matriarch of 
the Young, T’sien, and Shang clan. Her deceased husband was 
Sir James Young. Nick is her favorite grandson, and as such, 
everyone in Singapore who knows about the Young family 
expects that Nick will inherit Tyersall Park and the majority of 
Ah Ma's wealth when she eventually passes. Rachel is struck by 
how traditional Ah Ma is: though she offers things like English 
tea service to guests, she sticks mostly to Singaporean or 
Chinese foods and dresses in Chinese-style clothing. Nick is 
certain that Ah Ma wants him to have whatever will make him 
happy, including Rachel. So, it’s a shock when Ah Ma forbids 
ick from marrying Rachel, whom she refuses to refer to by 
name. 


Astrid Leong - Astrid is Nick’s favorite cousin. She's a fashion 
icon in Asia, as she’s unconventionally beautiful and buys 
couture garments from next season and pairs them with 
vintage pieces. She and her family are extremely wealthy, 
mostly due to their vast real estate holdings. Many believe 
Astrid has the perfect life, as she also has a handsome husband, 
ichael, and they have ason, Cassian. However, when Astrid 
discovers Michael is cheating on her, she’s consumed with 
grief—but she tries, unsuccessfully, to pretend as if nothing has 
happened. However, she’s unable to do this, and she’s 
distraught when Michael reveals he wants a divorce (which is 
unacceptable in Astrid’s social circle). At the Khoo wedding, 
Astrid reconnects with her ex-flancé, Charlie, who helps her get 
to the bottom of Michael’s infidelity. Astrid blames herself and 
her wealth for Michael’s unhappiness, but Charlie insists that 
Astrid has nothing to be ashamed of: she’s wealthy, but she’s 
also a good, generous person. 


Michael Teo - Michael is Astrid’s husband; they have a three- 
year-old son, Cassian. An extremely handsome former ballistics 
specialist with an advanced degree and a growing tech startup, 
ichael is still not seen as good enough for Astrid. Michael is 
proud (he insisted on buying an apartment he could afford 
rather than letting Harry build them a house) and resents this 
treatment, to the point that he fabricates an affair so Astrid has 
an excuse to leave him and can save face with her family. When 
he finally comes clean, he insists that their relationship has 
never worked and he has no interest in trying to make it work. 


Amanda “Mandy” Ling - Mandy Ling is Jacqueline’s daughter 
and a childhood friend and sweetheart of Nick’s. She’s also 
Araminta’s archrival, so she plans to stay in New York with her 
boyfriend Zvi and skip the wedding. However, she returns to 
Singapore when Jacqueline demands it, as Jacqueline and 
Eleanor want Mandy to help them scare Rachel away from 
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Nick. Though Mandy is cruel to Rachel and brings up her 
romantic history with Nick at every opportunity, her heart isn’t 
really in it—her mother and Eleanor want her to marry Nick, 
and Mandy is happy with her life and boyfriend in New York. 


Francesca Shaw - Nadine Shaw’s daughter, Francesca is one of 
Araminta’s friends who attends the bachelorette weekend. 
Eleanor ropes Francesca into her scheme to run Rachel off, and 
Francesca takes her role seriously—it’s implied that she’s 
responsible for putting a mutilated fish in Rachel’s bag at the 
bachelorette. Francesca takes this so seriously in part because 
she sees wealth as a person’s most important asset. However, 
Francesca experiences a nasty shock when her grandfather 
wakes up from a yearslong coma and, enraged by how his family 
members have been spending his money, cuts off her 
allowance. She throws tantrums, as she insists she’s unable to 
survive on her lawyer’s salary. Nick has known Francesca since 
they were kids, and the narration reveals that she was a 
different—and nicer—person before she gained access to her 
grandfather's money. 


Kitty Pong - Kitty is a soap opera actress who's dating Alistair 
Cheng. She insists she’s from Taiwan, though she’s actually from 
China. Everyone in Alistair’s family is horrified Alistair is dating 
her, as she dresses in sexy, contextually inappropriate clothing 
(one dress reveals her nipples and thong underwear), wears 
fake eyelashes and hair extensions, and has had plastic surgery 
of some sort on her breasts. Her main goal, the novel implies, is 
to get rich: she’s dating Alistair for his money, and she has no 
idea what true wealth looks like. That is, she looks at Araminta 
and sees the pinnacle of wealth and sophistication, when in 
actuality, the Chengs—whom Kitty scorns because they live in a 
“wooden house’ with “old” Chinese furniture—are way 
wealthier. Oliver preys on this naivete to set Kitty up with 
Bernard Tai; guests discover the two having sex during the 
wedding tea ceremony. 


Annabel Lee - Annabel is Araminta’s mother; she’s married to a 
man named Peter. Annabel and her family own a string of eco- 
luxury resorts and hotels throughout Southeast Asia, and 
Annabel is known for her attention to detail when it comes to 
decorating those hotels. She and Peter came to Singapore 
decades ago and made their fortune in Singapore, and as such, 
they're considered “new money” and are looked down on by the 
Youngs and their ilk for being “Mainland Chinese.’ So, though 
Annabel sees the fact that the Young clan accepted their 
wedding invitations as proof that she and her family have 
entered the highest circle of wealthy Singaporean society, the 
Young family privately mocks Annabel for being a striver and a 
show-off who wears too much tasteless jewelry. 


Colin Khoo - Colin is Nick's best friend since childhood. He's 
set to marry Araminta Lee in the social event of the 
Singaporean season, and while he’s happy to get married, he’s 
not thrilled about the wedding: Colin suffers from clinical 
anxiety and depression, and the elaborate event makes him feel 
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even worse than usual. Nick does his best to help by whisking 
Colin away from the disastrous bachelor party Bernard Tai 
organized in order to relax in Australia instead. 


Goh Peik Lin - Peik Lin is one of Rachel's best friends from 
college. Peik Lin comes from a wealthy family with a property 
development business, and her father, Wye Mun, hopes she'll 
run it someday. Peik Lin is shameless about having money, but 
she’s extremely generous. So, while she talks often about her 
family’s wealth, she also showers her friends with gifts. She 
helps Rachel navigate some wedding events in Singapore, buys 
Rachel appropriate dresses to wear to the Khoo wedding, and 
hosts Rachel at her parents’ mansion while Rachel recovers 
from her and Nick’s breakup. 


Harry Leong - Harry is Astrid’s father; he and his wife, Felicity, 
have two other sons. The Leongs are extremely wealthy and are 
nown as “kingmakers” in Asian politics. Most of their wealth 
comes from their real estate holdings; the narrator explains 
that the Leongs buy their children houses like most parents buy 
candy bars for their kids. 


Alexandra Cheng - Alexandra “Alix” Cheng is Malcom’s wife 
and one of Nick’s aunts. She has three children, Eddie, Cecelia, 
and Alistair, whom she worries about incessantly. Though the 
Chengs are extremely wealthy, Alexandra doesn't dress or act 
like a wealthy woman: she wears a frumpy dress to the Khoo 
wedding, and she insists on staying in the small flat where she 
raised her children despite being able to afford something 
bigger and newer. 


Dr. Malcolm Cheng - Alexandra’s husband, Dr. Cheng, is 
considered the best heart surgeon in Asia—and as such, he 
wears custom leather gloves and hires a driver to drive him 
around, so as to not put more wear and tear on his hands by 
driving himself places. He hosts a weekly Sunday lunch for his 
family in Hong Kong, where he checks in on how his children 
Eddie, Cecelia, and Alistair are doing. 


Eddie Cheng - Eddie is Nick’s oldest cousin. He and his wife, 
Fiona, have three children: Augustine, Constantine, and 
Kalliste. Since childhood, Eddie has been obsessed with wealth, 
prestige, and looking the part of a rich man. As such, he finds his 
extended family embarrassing, as they refuse to do things like 
coordinate their outfits for Colin’s wedding with him or buy a 
private plane. Eddie treats Fiona and his children like props, 
forcing them into ridiculous color-coordinated (and often 
unseasonably warm) designer outfits, screaming at or 
threatening his children when they button their jackets 
incorrectly or generally act like children, and mocking Fiona for 
her fashion choices. He’s cruel to everyone he views as beneath 
him, from servants to his own wife and children. Various 
characters imply that Eddie is something of an absurd joke: his 
taste in fashion is actually pretty tasteless, and nobody takes 
him seriously. 


Alistair Cheng - Alistair is Malcolm and Felicity’s youngest 
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child and a known heartbreaker, as he’s wildly handsome. 
Nobody has ever paid his romances much mind, however, until 
he announces he’s bringing soap opera actress Kitty Pong to 
the Khoo wedding—and that he asked Kitty to marry him. 
Alistair, who's close with his cousin Nick, is framed as charming 
and good-natured, if hapless: he doesn’t see any reason why his 
family would reject Kitty. 


Fiona Tung - Fiona is Eddie’s longsuffering wife. They have 
three children together, Augustine, Constantine, and Kalliste, 
and Fiona and the children seem to exist in Eddie’s life so he can 
use them as props. For the most part, Fiona puts up with 
Eddie's insistence that the family dress a certain way and 
behave a certain way, though she expresses her displeasure 
when he makes their children cry or threatens them ina 
particularly egregious way. 


Philip Young - Philip is Nick’s father and Eleanor’s husband. He 
spends most of his time living in Sydney, away from his wife, as 
he loves how beautiful and relaxed Australia is and can’t stand 
his wife’s anxiety, judgmental attitude, and scheming. To 
Eleanor’s surprise and annoyance, Philip finds Rachel both 
charming and pretty. He also says that he doesn’t care if Nick 
and Rachel get engaged. 


Rosemary T’sien - Rosemary is Nick’s great-aunt; Dr. James 
Young was her brother. A regal old lady who seems a bit more 
down-to-earth than many others in the family, Rosemary offers 
Nick advice on getting Eleanor and Ah Ma to accept Rachel 
(and offers to let the couple stay with her as a last-ditch 
scenario). 
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Charlie Wu - Charlie is a billionaire in the tech industry and 
Astrid’s ex-flancé. The two reconnect at Araminta and Colin's 
wedding, and Charlie soon reveals that he’s there without hi 
wife because they're separated. Despite the fact that Astrid 


n 


broke off their engagement in a dramatic, public fashion almost 
10 years ago, Charlie still loves her and would ideally like to win 
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her back. However, when it becomes clear to him that Astrid 
genuinely loves Michael, he settles for trying to help Astrid be 
happy with Michael by having his company sneakily buy 
Michael’s for way more than Michael’s company is worth. 


Bernard Tai - Bernard is Carol and Dato’ Tai Toh Lui’s son. He’s 
generally considered to be spoiled and out of control, but he’s 
able to get away with his bad behavior due to his father’s high 
standing in Singaporean society. Due to a family business 
connection with the Khoo Organization, Bernard plans Colin’s 
bachelor weekend—but he plans a weekend full of gambling, 
sex workers, and dog fights, none of which interest Colin. At the 
wedding, Oliver gets Kitty Pong and Bernard to dance together. 
The two are discovered having sex at the tea ceremony the next 
day. 


Carol Tai - Carol is one of Eleanor’s Bible study 
girlfriends—and the only one, it seems, interested in actually 
studying the Bible. She’s married to billionaire financier Dato’ 
Tai Toh Lui and they have one son, Bernard. When Bernard and 
Kitty Pong are caught having sex at the wedding tea ceremony, 
Carol is distraught. She hires a Chinese preacher from Texas to 
go through her home and destroy supposedly satanic items, 
which means nearly all the priceless Chinese art she and Dato’ 
Tai Toh Lui own. 


Zhou Fang Min - Zhou Fang Min was Kerry's husband. Though 
his wealth and seeming worldliness initially attracted Kerry, he 
soon proved to be cruel and abusive. For instance, Kerry was 
terrified when she became pregnant with Rachel, as she feared 
Fang Min would realize he wasn’t Rachel's father and would 
then beat her to death. After Kerry and Rachel escaped China, 
Fang Min was imprisoned due to his responsibility in a 
construction accident that killed dozens. Believing he’s her 
father, Rachel makes plans to see him in prison—until Kerry 
tells her the truth about her paternity. 


Kao Wei - Kao Wei was the young man whom Kerry fell in love 
with while she lived in an apartment with her abusive husband, 
Fang Min—and Kao Wei is also Rachel’s biological father. Kao 
Wei isn’t aware of this, however. He helped Kerry escape Fang 
in's abuse and after Rachel's birth, helped her flee her in- 
laws’ house. Kerry explains that she didn’t tell him Rachel was 
his daughter because she didn’t want to jeopardize his bright 
future. 


Fang Min’s Mother - Fang Min’s mother was Kerry’s mother- 
in-law while Kerry was married to Fang Min as a teenager. An 
exacting and cruel woman, Fang Min’s mother was cruel to 
Kerry before Kerry got pregnant, was kind to Kerry while she 
was pregnant, and then plotted to blind baby Rachel so Kerry 
could have a second child, hopefully a boy. 


Stephen Chia - Stephen Chia is an old friend of Astrid’s who 
runs a luxury jewelry boutique known for offering discretion 
and gorgeous jewelry. He and Astrid met in Paris when he was 
doing his apprenticeship and Astrid was living with Charlie, and 
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he came to appreciate her interest in rare antique pieces. 
Astrid continues to frequent his boutique once they both 
return to Asia. 


Goh Wye Mun - Wye Mun is Peik Lin’s father. A real estate 
developer who now runs the development business his father 
started from nothing, Wye Mun and his family are solidly 
members of the newly-rich class of Mainland Chinese people 
living in Singapore. As such, he likes to flaunt his wealth, as with 
his house that’s modeled off of Versailles and is aptly named 
Villa d’Oro, or “Golden Villa” He helps Peik Lin figure out who 
the Young family is and happily hosts Rachel after she and Nick 
break up. 


Dr. Gu - Dr. Gu is an old friend of Wye Mun’s whom Wye Mun 
visits to ask about the Young family. An elderly and cranky old 
man who's stuck in his ways, Dr. Gu and Wye Mun became 
friends decades ago when Dr. Gu refused to sell his house and 
property to the developer—resulting in a better, more 
profitable development design for the surrounding area. Dr. Gu 
knew Dr. James Young a little during World War II, and he 
shares what he knows about the Young family’s fortune. 
However, he doesn’t tell Wye Mun that Dr. Young was a great 
man because of his kindness and compassion, not his money. 


Mehmet - Mehmet is one of Nick and Colin’s friends and a 
groomsman in the wedding. Like Lionel, Nick, Colin, and Alistair, 
he doesn't have a good time at any of the activities Bernard 
plans for the bachelor weekend. So, he helps Nick whisk Colin 
away from the party to arelaxing weekend in Australia. 


MINOR CHARACTERS 


Araminta Lee - Araminta is a fashion icon throughout 
Singapore and Asia, and her wedding to flancée Colin Khoo is 
set to be the most important and talked-about social event of 
the season. She’s kind and generous to Rachel and even invites 
Rachel to her bachelorette weekend within hours of meeting 
her. 


Felicity Leong - Felicity is Astrid’s mother; she and her 
husband Harry have two other sons. Felicity is fanatical about 
protecting her family’s privacy. It’s common knowledge that 
when Astrid was a child, Felicity paid off the press to never 
photograph or print photographs of Astrid. 


Cecelia Cheng - Cecelia is Malcolm and Felicity’s middle child, 
between Eddie and Alistair. She’s technically a full-time parent 
to her young son, but in actuality she spends more time 

professionally riding and competing in equestrian events than 
parenting. She married an Australian man named Tony. 


Constantine, Augustine, and Kalliste Cheng - Constantine, 
Augustine, and Kalliste are Eddie and Fiona’s three children. 
Eddie seems to see his children mostly as props for his various 
photoshoots and public appearances, as he cares deeply about 
coordinating his family’s outfits. They are, for the most part, 
used to their father’s threats and rages. 
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Cassandra Shang (Radio One Asia) - Cassandra is one of 
Nick’s paternal aunts. She lives in England; however, this 
doesn't stop her from being the biggest gossip among wealthy 
Singaporeans. This is where she got her nickname, “Radio One 
Asia. 


Dato’ Tai Toh Lui -Dato’ Tai Toh Lui is Carol’s husband and 
Bernard’s father. He’s a billionaire financier who, in the 1980s, 
made his fortune “the dirty way” by bringing down a rival bank. 


Lorena Lim - Lorena is one of Eleanor’s Bible study girlfriends. 
When she and the Bible study group learn that Nick plans to 
bring an unknown girl home for the Khoo wedding, Lorena 
offers to hire a private investigator in Shenzhen to look into 
Rachel. 


Daisy Foo - Daisy is one of Eleanor’s Bible study girlfriends. 


Nadine Shaw - Nadine is one of Eleanor’s Bible study 

girlfriends and Francesca’s mother. She’s known for wearing a 
truly absurd amount of makeup, teasing her hair, and wearing 
expensive clothing and jewelry. 


Neena Goh - Neena is Peik Lin’s mother. She is what Rachel 
refers to as a ‘feeder,’ or someone who loves feeding and caring 
for other people. She and her husband, Wye Mun, are happy to 
host Rachel after Rachel and Nick break up. 


Jacqueline Ling - Jacqueline Ling is one of Eleanor’s least 
favorite people. However, Eleanor and Jacqueline strike a truce 
in the days before Araminta’s wedding as Jacqueline’s 
daughter, Mandy, was Nick’s childhood love—and the older 
women want Mandy to scare Rachel off so she can marry Nick. 


Lionel - Lionel is Colin’s cousin and one of Colin’s groomsmen. 
He’s down-to-earth and isn’t thrilled with what Bernard 
planned for Colin’s bachelor weekend—so he helps Nick devise 
and carry out a plan to sneak away to Australia for a real 
relaxing weekend. 


Sophie Khoo - Colin’s sister, Sophie is a pediatric surgeon who 
attends Araminta’s bachelorette weekend and is a bridesmaid 

in the wedding. She looks out for Rachel, as Astrid asked her to 
do so. Unlike the other girls, Sophie is down-to-earth and kind. 


The Sultana of Borneo - The Sultana is a guest at Colin and 
Araminta’s wedding and a friend of the Young family. She 
shocks Nick’s aunties by engaging with Kitty Pong (she watches 
and loves the soap opera Kitty acts in) and even giving Kitty a 
ring as an engagement gift. 
Reginald Ormsby - Reginald Ormsby is the hotel manager of a 
London hotel who tries to turn away Alexandra, Felicity, 
Eleanor, and their children for racist reasons. When Harry 
Leong purchases the hotel not an hour later, Felicity fires 
Ormsby. 


Lord Rupert Calthorpe-Cavendish-Gore - In the prologue, 
Lord Rupert owns a London hotel where Felicity, Alexandra, 
and Eleanor are scheduled to stay with their children. He sells 
the hotel to the Leongs. 
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Celine Lim - Celine is the young woman in a New York tea shop 
who recognizes Nick and overhears him inviting Rachel to 
come to Singapore with him. 


Nathalie de l'Herme-Pierre - Nathalie, a Comtesse, is one of 
Astrid’s friends in Paris who invites Astrid to her annual Bal du 
Muguet. 

Isabelle de l’Herme-Pierre - Isabelle is Laurent’s husband and 
a friend of Astrid’s in Paris. 

Marie-Hélène de la Durée - Marie is a racist woman who 
initially scorns and mocks Astrid before learning how wealthy 
Astrid and the Leongs are. She then tries to make pleasant 
small talk with Astrid. 

Laurent de l’Herme-Pierre - Laurent is |sabelle’s husband. 
Leo Ming - Leo is Eddie’s childhood friend. As far as Eddie is 
concerned, Leo gets lots of things he doesn’t deserve, like a 
private plane and a closet with a computer in the mirror that 
remembers every outfit. 

Victoria Young - Victoria is one of Nick’s paternal aunts. 


Cassian Teo - Cassian is Astrid and Michael's three-year-old 
son. 


Sylvia Wong-Shwartz - Sylvia is one of Rachel and Nick’s 
colleagues at NYU. She set them up together two years before 
the events of the novel. 


Mavis and Gordon Oon - Mavis and Gordon are guests at one 
of the Leong family’s dinners, where they fawn over Astrid and 
are unwittingly rude to Michael. 


Goh Peik Wing - Peik Wing is one of Peik Lin’s brothers. 
PT. Goh - PT. is one of Peik Lin’s brothers. 
Sheryl Goh - Sheryl is Peik Lin’s sister-in-law. 


Uncle Dickie - Uncle Dickie is one of Nick and Oliver’s uncles. 
Oliver dislikes him. 


Auntie Nancy - Auntie Nancy is one of Nick and Oliver’s aunts. 
Oliver dislikes her. 


Ling Cheh - Ling Cheh is the maid who raised Nick. She 
approves of Rachel. 


Ah Chee - Ah Chee is Charlie's childhood maid. Though Charlie 
built houses for her and her family members in their Chinese 
village, An Chee continues to live with and work for 
Charlie—mostly, he believes, so she can boss around the other 
maids. 


Russel Wing - Russel Wing is a famous photographer who 
regularly photographs Eddie’s family for various Asian gossip 
magazines. 


Mr. Wong - Mr. Wong is Lorena’s contact in Shenzhen with 
information about Rachel. 


Patric - Patric owns a boutique where wealthy women from all 
over Asia shop for the latest runway fashions. He sees dressing 
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women as an art form. Peik Lin takes Rachel there to buy 
clothes for the wedding weekend. 


Zvi Goldberg - Zvi is Mandy’s older boyfriend. 


Tracy Kuan - Tracy Kuan is a pop singer who's beloved 
throughout Asia. She performs at Colin and Araminta’s 
wedding, where guests wonder what, exactly, the elderly 
woman has done to look so young. 


Mr. Lui - Mr. Lui is the top private investigator Charlie hires to 
look into Michael’s infidelity. 


Jasmine Ng - Jasmine is Michael’s cousin; she lives in Hong 
Kong with her young son. She also poses as the woman he’s 
having an affair with, though in actuality, Michael is just helping 
her out while her husband works abroad. 


O) THEMES 


In LitCharts literature guides, each theme gets its own color- 
coded icon. These icons make it easy to track where the themes 
occur most prominently throughout the work. If you don't have 
a color printer, you can still use the icons to track themes in 
black and white. 


WEALTH AND ABSURDITY 


Crazy Rich Asians follows Rachel Chu, an economics 
professor, as she accompanies her boyfriend, Nick, 
to Singapore for his best friend’s wedding. At the 
outset, Rachel knows little about Nick’s family or 
upbringing—but soon, she discovers that Nick is from one of 
the wealthiest, if not the wealthiest, families in Singapore. In the 
week leading up to the wedding, she’s shocked to encounter 
people who think it’s totally normal to buy a dozen or more 
couture garments in Paris every season (and to fly there on 
private jets), to eat delicacies prepared by an army of private 
chefs for every meal, and to live in multimillion-dollar 
apartments or estates outfitted with the latest technology and 
decorated with priceless art. To do or have anything less, 
characters both imply and say explicitly, is to live like a 
“peasant” 


This view is utterly absurd to Rachel, a middle-class American, 
and it’s presented as something readers are supposed to find 
absurd to the point of hilarity. But while humorous and absurd 
on one hand, Crazy Rich Asians also highlights how damaging 
this kind of money can be. It keeps people from marrying who 
they want, including Rachel: though Nick proposes, his mother 
and grandmother tell him to call it off, as they can’t fathom 
letting someone as low-income as Rachel into the family. And 
Eleanor, Nick’s mother, goes to truly absurd lengths to achieve 
her goals, including spending thousands of Chinese yuan on a 
private investigator to dig into Rachel’s family and find damning 
information. So, while the lavish displays of wealth in Crazy Rich 
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Asians are played for laughs for those with no skin in the 
game—such as readers—the novel also highlights how wealth of 
this magnitude also has the ability to deprive people of their 
humanity and compassion. 


MARRIAGE AND MONEY 


Marriage, love, and romance are huge motivating 

factors in Crazy Rich Asians. However, the novel 

makes it clear that love doesn't always lead to 
marriage—in fact, according to the older generations, love and 
marriage have little or no business coexisting. Thus, it’s fine for 
Nick to date Rachel, bring her to Colin’s wedding, and even stay 
with her at his Ah Ma’s house—but when Ah Ma and Nick’s 
mother, Eleanor, learn Nick plans to propose, they go out of 
their way to try to stop the engagement. Rachel’s detractors in 
Nick’s family insist a good match is one that enriches the family 
with money, prestige, or power, no matter what other qualities 
the woman has (or lacks). Marriage, in this view, is a way to 
protect and consolidate wealth, not a means of personal or 
emotional fulfillment. And even a couple like Rachel and Nick, 
who are framed as being perfect for each other, are unable to 
escape this framing: though Nick defies his family and insists he 
still wants to marry Rachel, Rachel fears that his family’s focus 
on wealth will poison their marriage. 


O m `O 


0 œŒ 


Indeed, the other marriages Crazy Rich Asians presents suggest 
this isn’t an empty fear—money, the novel shows, can take a toll 
on a marriage in a variety of ways. Nick’s cousin Astrid tries to 
hide that her marriage to tech CEO Michael is crumbling. 
Michael is poor by Astrid’s family’s standards, and he’s so tired 
of being treated like tech support that he fakes an affair so 
Astrid can divorce him without losing face in her ultrawealthy 
circle. Another cousin, Eddie, is married to a “good” match, 
Fiona Tung—but Eddie is so focused on using his wife and 
children as fashionable props to show off in gossip magazine 
features that the marriage itself reads as loveless and even 
violent. Through these examples, Crazy Rich Asians suggests, 
bleakly, that Rachel might be right to be cautious: cultivating a 
happy marriage when there’s so much money involved is wildly 
difficult. 


FAMILY VS. INDIVIDUALITY 


Crazy Rich Asians presents two views of family: 

family as ameans of emotional support and in 

which members are encouraged to have their own 
identities, and family essentially as a business. In Nick’s family, 
children are raised to carry on the family line, preserve the 
family’s wealth, and increase the family’s social standing. This 
means that individuality isn’t valued: Nick’s parents scoff at his 
job as a history professor, as it’s something that fulfills Nick 
without doing anything for the Young family image. This lack of 
support also translates to how the vast Young family interacts 
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with one another: Rachel notes that when she joins Nick’s 
family and some friends for dinner, one of Eleanor’s friends is 
the first and only person to hug Nick. This creates the 
impression that Nick’s value in his family isn’t based on who he 
is, what he likes, or anything individual to him: his value stems 
from the expectation that he'll soon marry an approved partner 
and carry on the family line. 


Growing up as an immigrant in California with only her single 
mother for support, Rachel developed a close relationship with 
her mom, Kerry, that Nick suggests is more like a friendship 
than a familial relationship. This means that Rachel and Kerry 
are able to be honest with each other in a way that Nick’s family 
cannot: Kerry eventually shares the story of how she escaped 
an abusive marriage in China for the U.S., while Nick’s family 
sees such honesty as inappropriate. And Kerry celebrates 
Rachel for who she is—an economics professor—something 
Nick’s family seems totally incapable of doing. The novel ends 
without Rachel accepting or rejecting Nick’s marriage proposal, 
leaving it ambiguous whether it’s possible to unite such 
different family cultures. Nick’s persistent desire to marry 
Rachel even at the cost of his family cutting him off, however, 
suggests that Nick isn’t sold on valuing people based on what 
they can do for the family, indicating that it’s possible for Nick’s 
family culture to change and become more supportive in future 
generations. 


CHINESE VS. WESTERN CULTURE 


In introducing readers to contemporary Singapore, 

Crazy Rich Asians paints the relationship between 

Asia and both Europe and America as somewhat 
raught: while most (if not all) of the characters embrace 
European fashion, art, and social conventions to signal their 


f 
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attend college abroad—and then almost inevitably, the novel 
suggests, those mothers lament that their sons are “too 
Westernized” after being educated in England. Thus, Crazy Rich 
Asians presents a person’s culture not just as how a person 
identifies (as Singaporean, American, and so on), but as a set of 
beliefs and customs that can change in an instant to suit a 
person’s needs. 


£3 SYMBOLS 


Symbols appear in teal text throughout the Summary and 
Analysis sections of this LitChart. 


CLOTHES 


Clothes, simply put, tell the world who the wearer 

is, including (and for many in the novel, most 
importantly) how wealthy they are. As such, clothing and 
accessories are their own sort of language, one that denotes a 
person's economic standing, family ties, history, and, ultimately, 
whether or not they have taste. For instance, Eleanor and her 
Bible study friends regularly scorn well-off Asian people who 
line up outside of luxury brand boutiques like Gucci, Chanel, 
and Dior. Wearing this level of designer clothing, the women 
quip, certainly shows the wearers have money, but per the 
women, the wearers have no taste, since the brands are 
considered pedestrian. Alternatively, people like Astrid are 
fashion icons because they wear custom-made couture 
garments from next season’s collection and make bold fashion 
choices, such as pairing those custom and wildly expensive 
pieces with vintage garments. Each couture piece can cost 


hundreds of thousands of dollars, highlighti 


ng how rich Astrid 


is, while her love of vintage pieces causes o 


thers to remark on 


wealth and sophistication, traditional, con 


servative Chinese 


social culture is still a powerful force—at least when it suits. For 
instance, Rachel attends a party at Tyersall Park (an English- 
style manor decorated in both traditional Singaporean and Art 
Deco styles) and encounters fashionable women in Chanel 
suits, expensive Indian saris, and traditional Chinese 
cheongsams. But while it’s framed as up to the individual what 
style of dress to don for a party, plenty of women in the novel 
scorn western social mores in favor of more traditional and 
conservative Chinese culture, at least when Chinese culture 
helps justify beliefs that would otherwise be seen as outdated 
or rude. Thus, Rachel is considered an inappropriate match for 
Nick for a variety of reasons, not least because she’s American 
and is thus supposedly uncouth, overeducated, and scheming. 
In addition, Rachel is also not from a wealthy, known family. 
“Good” Chinese girls, per Eleanor and her friends, are modest, 
demure, and have impeccable bloodlines—at least, that is, when 
such qualities suit the older generation’s goals for their 
children. What’s more, most mothers in the novel (like Eleanor) 
want their sons to have the best start in life, so those sons 


©2023 LitCharts LLC «007 


www.LitCharts.com 


her “timeless” and “effortless” style. The clothes truly make the 
woman in the ultrawealthy circle Rachel finds herself trying to 
navigate. 


For her part, Rachel has no idea how to either speak or 
understand this language. She packs what she thinks are 
perfectly acceptable vacation pieces: linen shift dresses, denim 
skirts, some slacks, sandals, and her nice pearl earrings. 
However, her clothing choices become fodder for other women 
to mock her behind her back—especially as, thanks to others’ 
generosity, she begins acquiring and wearing more designer 
garments. For instance, when she shows up to Colin and 
Araminta’s wedding reception in an expensive designer dress 
that Peik Lin bought for her as a gift, women gossip that she 
must already be working to drain Nick’s bank account. The fact 
that Rachel arrives in Singapore wearing clothing from 
American department stores overshadows every other 
clothing choice Rachel makes: others see her department store 
dresses as evidence that she has no money, taste, or experience 
with wealth, and suddenly showing up in a designer dress isn't 
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enough to make up for any of her supposed faults. 


TYERSALL PARK 


Tyersall Park symbolizes the epitome of wealth and 
power in Singapore's ultrawealthy social circle. 
While detached, single-family houses are rare enough in 
Singapore, Tyersa 
of acres in the heart of the city. The house and property, as 
many characters note, are certainly close to priceless, 


fa 


a, is. Its various features, from its expensive antique and 
modern furnishings to the Gurkha guards (highly-trained 
soldiers) who patrol the grounds, add to the impression that 
nothing is too costly for Ah Ma and that her wealth is 


money, though, even that seems to pale in comparison to what 
it connotes in terms of power: nobody outside of Singapore’s 
top social circle has even heard of the estate or of the Young 


| Park is a mansion built on a lot that’s dozens 


highlighting how wealthy and powerful its sole owner, Nick’s Ah 


bottomless. However mind-boggling Tyersall Park is in terms of 
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Page Number: 45 


Explanation and Analysis 


At a party in Paris, Astrid has just greeted the de Herme- 
Pierres, who are hosting, and Marie-Hélène was rude to 
Astrid. Now, Laurent and Isabelle are explaining to Marie- 


Hélène that Astrid isn't like other rich Asian tourists in 
Paris: she’s one of the richest people in the world. 


irst, Laurent lays out something that’s important to 


understanding some of the bigotry and cultural differences 


nthe rest of the novel. He explains that there’s a huge 


difference between the Mainland Chinese (who, in the 
context of the novel, came to Singapore in the last few 
decades) and the Overseas Chinese (who came to 
Singapore centuries ago). Both groups are extremely 
wealthy, but Astrid and Nick’s family are Overseas 
Chinese—so as Peik Lin observes to Rachel later, “these 


family, and the vast 
Earth. The implication 
to show up on the pub 
doubt used their weal 


est 


ate doesn't even show up on Google 
is that the family doesn’t want the estate 


licly-accessible internet, and so they no 
th and influence to keep Tyersall Park off 


people are richer than God.’ That is, while Peik Lin is framed 
as a stereotypical new-money Mainland Chinese young 
woman-—she can afford designer clothes, her parents live in 
a lavishly decorated mansion, and she can book private 


the internet. The Young family is wealthy enough, in other 
words, to dictate exactly how—and if—others encounter them. 


ee QUOTES 


Note: all page numbers for the quotes below refer to the 
Anchor edition of Crazy Rich Asians published in 2014. 


Part 1, Chapter 5 Quotes 


@@ “Well, first of all, you must understand that there are two 
inds of Chinese. There are the Chinese from Mainland China, 
who made their fortunes in the past decade like all the 
Russians, but then there are the Overseas Chinese. These are 
the ones who left China long before the Communists came in, 
in many cases hundreds of years ago, and spread throughout 
the rest of Asia, quietly amassing great fortunes over time. [...]” 


His wife cut in. “Let me just say this: We visited Astrid’s family a 
few years ago. You can’t imagine how staggeringly rich these 


which they live. It makes the Arnaults look like peasants.’ 


Related Characters: Isabelle de l’Herme-Pierre, Laurent de 
|'Herme-Pierre (speaker), Nicholas Young, Astrid Leong, 
Goh Peik Lin, Marie-Hélène de la Durée 


Related Themes: © © 
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planes—her wealth and power is nothing compared to that 


of Nick and Astrid’s families. 


This is why Isabelle then cuts in to say 
“the Arnaults look like peasants.” She’s 


that the Leongs make 
referring to Bernard 


Arnault, the CEO of luxury brand conglomerate LVMH and 


one of the wealthiest people in the wo 


rid. It's saying 


people are, Marie-Hélène. The houses, the servants, the style in 


something about the Leongs’ wealth if one of the wealthiest 
men in the world looks poor and insignificant in comparison. 
aking this particular comparison also highlights Marie- 
Héléne’s bigotry and general lack of knowledge about 
contemporary Asia. It’s not enough for Laurent and Isabelle 
to say that Astrid is really, really rich—they have to compare 
Astrid’s family to a well-known European billionaire to make 


their point. And it’s framed as a shock to Marie-Héléne to 


learn that there are Asian people with this kind of wealth, 


llustrating one aspect of the racism that the novel’s Asian 


characters experience. 


Part 1, Chapter 10 Quotes 


@@ Eddie was always trying to guesstimate his parents’ net 
worth, much of which was gleaned from information his real 


es 
he 
up 
ca 
nu 
AS 


pa 
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tate friends leaked to him. It became an obsession of his, and 
kept a spreadsheet on his home computer, diligently 

dating it every week based on property valuations and then 
culating his potential future share. No matter how he ran the 
mbers, he realized he would most likely never make Fortune 
ia's list of “Hong Kong’s Top Ten Richest” with the way his 
rents were handling things. 
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Related Characters: Alexandra Cheng, Dr. Malcolm Cheng, 
Eddie Cheng, Leo Ming 


Related Themes: © © 


Page Number: 81-82 


Explanation and Analysis 


As Eddie is touring his friend Leo’s new Shanghai penthouse 
apartment and becomes wildly jealous of Leo’s lavish closet, 
the narrator takes several pages to share just how wealthy 
Eddie is—and how entitled he is. In general, Eddie's 
character is played for laughs, as he is utterly absurd. He’s 
obsessed with clothing, with money, and with presenting a 
carefully managed image to his peers and the press. He 
takes himself extremely seriously and genuinely has no idea 
how ridiculous he looks to others. Here, for instance, it’s 
ridiculous—and dark—that he’s constantly trying to figure 
out what he might inherit from his parents when they pass. 
His focus is on his parents’ money, how much of it he'll get 
one day, and what that will get him, not on his parents as 
people. 


This highlights how money has the capacity to deprive 
people of their humanity and compassion. In a way, it’s 
aughable that Eddie is sitting around hoping his parents will 
die so he can take all their money, but it’s also sad. Eddie 
doesn't value his parents (or for that matter, anyone in his 
family) for who they are. All he sees is money, and this turns 
him into a callous, cruel person. 


Part 1, Chapter 12 Quotes 


@@ She breathed in deeply. She regained her composure. The 
composure that had been ingrained since the day she was born. 
She would do the sensible thing. She knew that there was no 
point making a scene, demanding an explanation. Any sort of 
explanation that could cause even the tiniest scratch on their 
picture-perfect life. 


Related Characters: Astrid Leong, Michael Teo, Jasmine Ng 


Related Themes: © O 


Page Number: 100 


Explanation and Analysis 


Astrid recently found a receipt for dinner at a fancy 
restaurant in Michael's wallet, which confirms her 
suspicions that Michael is having an affair. Though she 
wants to call him out on it, she decides not to. The way the 
narrator describes Astrid’s attempts to pull herself 
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together, and her reason for doing so, speaks to how Astrid 
and people in her circle see marriage. Marriage, this passage 
mplies, is a rite of passage; it’s just one more 
accomplishment a person can list, and it’s an important one. 
This is why Astrid doesn’t want to confront Michael and 
instead tries to steel herself to just ignore his affair. 
Acknowledging the affair would mean acknowledging her 
marriage isn’t perfect—and doing that could mar their 
reputation as the “golden couple.” 


This also highlights how much pressure there is for Astrid 
herself to look and behave a certain way. Her family is 
fanatical about maintaining their privacy and presenting 
themselves as mundane and by-the-book, even if they are 
unusually wealthy. Thus, Astrid faces pressure, and has 
since birth, to not make a scene or otherwise mess things up 
or her family. Put another way, the troubles Astrid is having 
in her marriage with Michael aren't just her problem. If she 
decides to acknowledge and talk about the problems, they 
become problems for her whole family—and that’s not 
something any of the Leongs are willing to deal with. 


ve 


Part 1, Chapter 16 Quotes 


@@ “Don't you know? It’s the wedding of the year! It’s been 
covered on every channel, in every magazine, and in about a 
million blogs!” 


“Why? Are they famous?” Rachel asked, completely baffled. 


“AH-LA-MAAAK! Colin Khoo is Khoo Teck Fong’s grandson! He 
comes from one of the reeee-chest families in the world! And 

Araminta Lee—she’s the supa-model daughter of Peter Lee, one 
of China’s reeee-chest men, and Annabel Lee, the hotel queen. 
This is like royal weddeeeng!” Neena gushed. 


“| had no idea,’ Rachel said in astonishment. “I just met them last 
night.’ 


Related Characters: Rachel Chu, Goh Peik Lin, Neena Goh 
(speaker), Nicholas Young, Annabel Lee, Araminta Lee, Colin 
Khoo, Harry Leong 


Related Themes: @) © Q © 


Page Number: 139 


Explanation and Analysis 


While she’s having lunch with Peik Lin and Peik Lin’s family, 
Rachel casually shares that she’s attending Araminta Lee 
and Colin Khoo’s wedding, and that Nick is the best man. 
This prompts a shocking reaction from the Goh family, who, 
the novel implies, have been following Araminta and Colin 
individually for years and have ravenously consumed media 


Page 11 


All LitCharts 


about their upcoming wedding. 


First, it’s worth noting that the Gohs, the Lees, and to some 
extent, the Khoos are all closer to being new-money families 
(Harry Leong is Colin’s uncle, but it’s implied that Colin and 
his family aren't quite on par with the Leongs in terms of 
wealth). This is clear because they’re in the public eye and 
are treated like celebrities. The Youngs and the Leongs, in 
contrast, go out of their way to stay out of the public eye. 
And later, several people in Nick’s extended family scoff at 
the wedding’s extravagance, deeming the Lees in particular 
“Mainlanders” and insisting that it’s the fact that they're 
from Mainland China that explains why they spent so 
much—and on such absurdly lavish things. 


Then, as Neena explains who Colin and Araminta are, she 
talks first about their parents and grandparents. This 
highlights how important bloodlines are to wealthy 
Singaporeans: this passage says nothing about Colin being a 
handsome jock, as he’s later described. Rather, Neena 
focuses on his family and connections to drive home how 
important he is. Similarly, when describing Araminta, Neena 
notes that she’s a supermodel, but she uses supermodel as 
an adjective—Araminta is “the supa-model daughter of” her 
parents. Again, this places the emphasis on Araminta’s 
parents, rather than on her. 


Rachel struggles to comprehend this, as she’s heard about 
Colin and Araminta as being normal people—and aside from 
the two luxury Land Rovers that whisked her and Nick away 
from the airport last night, they seemed really normal. This, 
though, is another reminder to Rachel that she can't judge 
people’s appearances. As Peik Lin has explained before, the 
wealthy in Asia try to blend in, but Rachel isn’t used to this 
being the case. 


Part 1, Chapter 17 Quotes 
@@ “It’s agood thing | actually want to marry Araminta. | just 


don’t know how l'Il m 


ake it through the Broadway production, 


that’s all. | have this perverse fantasy of kidnapping her, 


jumping ona plane, a 
four-hour chapel in 


“So why not do it? Th 


you're 
“You k 


nd marrying her at some little twenty- 


the middle of nowhere Nevada.” 


e wedding isn’t until next week, but if 


already this m 


most n 


ninute detail, a 


iserable, why not call it off?” 


now this merger has been choreographed down to the 


nd this is how it’s going to be. It’s good for 


business, and anything that’s good for business is good for the 
family,’ Colin said bitterly. 


Related Characters: Nicholas Young, Colin Khoo (speaker), 
Annabel Lee, Araminta Lee 
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Related Themes: © O 


Page Number: Book 145-46 


Explanation and Analysis 


Colin and Nick are having lunch, and Colin, who suffers 
from clinical anxiety and depression, shares that he’s having 
a hard time handling the stress his upcoming wedding to 
Araminta is causing. As Colin tells Nick about his feelings, he 
conspicuously never uses the word “wedding” to describe 
what’s going to happen. He refers to a “Broadway 
production” and a ”merger, which are, perhaps, more apt 
descriptors of the upcoming wedding anyway. When it 
comes to referring to the wedding as a “Broadway 
production, characters—namely Araminta and her mom, 
Annabel—come to see the it as a spectacle meant to 
broadcast something very specific: namely, that Araminta is 
moving up in the world and is now a part of Singapore's 
uppermost class. This is why they choose the specific 
wedding dress they do, and it’s also why they spend 
upwards of $40 million entertaining guests at various 
events throughout the day. The point, in other words, isn’t 
that Araminta and Colin love each other and have invited 
their loved ones to witness them make their love official. It’s 
to make it clear that Araminta is marrying up. 


n calling the wedding a “merger, Colin then highlights that 
n his (and Nick’s) ultrawealthy circles, family is almost its 
own business. Colin never goes into the details of what the 
hoo Organization does and how it might partner with any 
f the Lee’s hotels or other businesses, but the implication is 
that his and Araminta’s wedding is really just a convenient 
way to get the businesses to partner and make everyone 
more money. And it's that business partnership, Colin 
suspects, that his parents are really excited about—hence 
his quip that it’s good he likes Araminta, the subtext being 
that they’d make him marry her anyway for business 
reasons. 


While Nick’s family doesn’t own a business, per se, the 
Young family is even more like its own business—and so this 
passage helps flesh out the idea that Nick is, in a way, an 
employee in his family rather than an individual person who 
is free to do as he likes. His worth comes from carrying on 
the family name, bloodline, and keeping the family’s money 
in the family, and his family also expects him to make a good 
“merger” when he marries. 


A 
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Part 2, Chapter 2 Quotes 


@@ “So my grandmother’s eldest daughter, Aunt Mabel T’sien, 


was married off to Nick’s grandmother’s younger brother 
Alfred Shang.’ 


“Married off? Does that mean it was an arranged marriage?” 


“Yes, very much so, plotted by my grandfather T’sien Tsai Tay 
and Nick’s great-grandfather Shang Loong Ma. Good thing they 
actually liked each other. But it was quite a masterstroke, 
because it strategically bound together the T’siens, the Shangs, 
and the Youngs.’ 


“What for?” Rachel asked. 


“Oh come on, Rachel, don’t play the naif with me. For the money, 
of course. It joined together three family fortunes and kept 
everything neatly locked up.” 


Related Characters: Rachel Chu, Oliver T’sien (speaker), 
Nicholas Young, Eleanor Young, Ah Ma/Su Yi, Rosemary 
T’sien 


Related Themes: ©) © O 


Page Number: 184-85 


Explanation and Analysis 


Rachel meets Nick’s cousin Oliver at Ah Ma’s Friday night 
dinner, and he explains to her the intricacies of the Young, 
T’sien, and Shang family’s connections. From the beginning, 
the detail that Mabel and Alfred were pushed into an 
arranged marriage because it would benefit their families 
highlights how many in Nick and Oliver’s family see 
marriage. Marriage is not just about love, in this case. It’s 
about preserving or making more money for the family. This 
is why, later on, Eleanor and Ah Ma are so distraught when 
Nick wants to marry Rachel—the fact that he loves her is 
totally inconsequential when they believe he has a 
responsibility to marry a woman who comes from money so 
as not to jeopardize the family fortune. 


Then, the fact that Rachel has to ask why it was important to 
join the T’sien, Shang, and Young families together 
illustrates how totally out of her depth she is. When she 
thinks of marriage, she doesn’t think of money. She thinks of 
ove and companionship. But again, Oliver makes it clear 
that love isn’t the point. Love is nice to have, but the most 
important thing, per his family, is that a marriage is 
financially strategic. 
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Part 2, Chapter 6 Quotes 


@@ He rented a cozy alcove studio on Morton Street that 
didn’t seem to contain anything of value aside from his laptop, 
bike, and stacks of books. He dressed distinctively but casually, 
and Rachel (having no reference for British bespoke menswear) 
never realized just how much those rumpled blazers with the 
Huntsman or Anderson & Sheppard labels cost. 


Related Characters: Rachel Chu, Nicholas Young 


Related Themes: © 


Related Symbols: © 


Page Number: 214 


Explanation and Analysis 


The morning after Ah Ma's Friday night dinner, Rachel 
considers that Nick has never given any indication in the 
two years that they've been together that he’s so wildly 
wealthy. However, this passage shows that this isn’t entirely 
true—Rachel just doesn't have any experience with designer 
fashion. That is, she only notices Nick’s “rumpled blazers” 
and thinks they simply allow him to dress “casually? But 
“casuall[]” is really an understatement, given that the blazers 
themselves are “bespoke’—that is, custom—and so are 
wildly expensive. To someone who's familiar with this 
particular area of British menswear, it would be obvious 
that Nick is wealthy. But because Rachel's clothing shopping 
seems constrained to American department stores like 
acy’s, she has no foundation to understand fashion in 
Singapore. And while this passage focuses mostly on how 
this lack of knowledge affects how she misinterpreted 

ick’s wealth prior to coming to Singapore, this 
inexperience explains why Rachel misinterprets or 
inadvertently offends people at several points throughout 
the novel. 


Part 2, Chapter 7 Quotes 


@@ “No, no porridge for me. Can | have some toast with 
marmalade?” 


The maid did not appear to understand Eleanor’s attempt at 
Mandarin. 

Lorena finished her call, flipped off her phone, and said, “Aiyah, 
Eleanor, you're in China. At least try some of this delicious 
porridge’ 


“Sorry, | can't eat fish first thing in the morning—I|’m used to my 
morning toast,’ Eleanor insisted. 


“Look at you! You complain your son is too Westernized, and 
yet you can't even enjoy a typical Chinese breakfast.’ 
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Related Characters: Eleanor Young, Lorena Lim (speaker), 
Nicholas Young 


Related Themes: © 


Page Number: 220 


Explanation and Analysis 


At Lorena’s Shenzhen apartment, a maid tries to bring 
Eleanor a traditional Chinese breakfast, fish porridge. 
Eleanor refuses it and asks for toast and marmalade instead, 
a stereotypically British breakfast. 


Eleanor does not see the irony, or the hypocrisy, in rejecting 
the traditional Chinese breakfast in favor of a British one 
while simultaneously griping that Nick has embraced British 
and American social customs and is no longer observing 
Chinese ones. Chinese culture, this suggests, is something 
that Eleanor and her set embrace mostly when it’s 
convenient or somehow suits them. In this case, it suits 
Eleanor’s purposes to try to pressure Nick to marry a 
“good” Chinese girl, one who will enrich the family. This 
would be in line with traditional Chinese culture. But 
Eleanor doesn't see her breakfast choices as at all 
important, or as indicative that she’s not even as traditional 
as she might sometimes like to think. In fact, Eleanor seems 
to use Chinese traditions as an excuse for being prejudiced 
and snobby: it lets her insist she’s just being traditional and 
justify her opinions, when really, it does seem like just a 
convenient excuse. 


Part 2, Chapter 8 Quotes 


@@ “Did you see what she was wearing? Where did she get that 
cheap-looking tunic top—Mango?” 


“How can you expect her to have any style? Think she gets it from 
reading American Vogue? Hahaha.” 


‘Actually, Francesca says that she’s not even ABC—she was born in 
Mainland China.” 


“I knew it! She’s got that same desperate look all my servants have.’ 
“Well here's a chance for her to get some decent clothes at last!” 


“Just you watch, with all that Young money she’s going to upgrade 
pretty damn quick.” 


“We'll see—all the money in the world can't buy taste if you weren't 
born with it.” 


Related Characters: Rachel Chu, Nicholas Young, 
Francesca Shaw, Araminta Lee 


Related Themes: ©) © © 
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Related Symbols: @ 


Page Number: 235-36 


Explanation and Analysis 


Rachel is in a dressing room during the bachelorette party 
shopping spree when she overhears girls nearby talking 
cruelly about her. Rachel came to the party believing she 
was dressed appropriately in cute clothes—but here, she 
learns that her clothes are actually not seen as cute and, 
indeed, that they make her look classless. This again 
highlights Rachel’s middle-class American upbringing, and 
the shopping habits that accompany that upbringing—her 
mom mentions shopping at Macy’s, a well-known American 
department store, for instance. Mango, meanwhile, is 
nown for offering clothes that are middling quality and 
that are relatively inexpensive, at least compared to what 
the other girls at the bachelorette are used to spending on 
clothes. 


n addition to judging Rachel by her clothes, the other girls 
also judge Rachel for being born in Mainland China. This, 
the girls suggest, means that Rachel is lower-class and 
cannot escape it—and moreover, that she’s “desperate” to 
climb the social ladder and improve her position by any 
means possible. This is then why one of the girls suggests 
that Rachel is going to use Nick’s money to “upgrade pretty 
damn quick,’ meaning that Rachel is going to try to upgrade 
her wardrobe and look the part of an upper-class 
Singaporean wife. Still, the girls suggest that this will be a 
futile exercise—nobody can break into the upper classes, as 
upper-class Singapore's specific brand of sophistication isn’t 
something a person can learn as an adult. It’s unclear 
whether this is actually true. Francesca, for one, only joined 
this elite group when her grandfather fell into a coma and 
she got control of his money, and now she’s the de facto 
leader of the bachelorette guests. If it’s not true, this simply 
highlights again how exclusive and cruel the girls are being. 


Part 2, Chapter 9 Quotes 


@@ Bernard paused for a moment, supremely conflicted. He 
wanted to enjoy the dogfights, but at the same time he wanted 
everyone to witness the profuse ass-kissing he would receive 
from hotel management the minute they pulled up to the 
resort. 


Related Characters: Nicholas Young, Colin Khoo, Bernard 
Tai, Lionel 


Related Themes: © 
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Page Number: 244 


Explanation and Analysis 


Bernard, who has planned a variety of events for Colin's 
bachelor party that do not interest Colin (such as 
dogfighting, imported drugs, and sex workers), is annoyed 
and is having a hard time because Colin, Nick, and Lionel 
have all said they’d rather go to the hotel than watch the 
dogfights. As Bernard sees it, this deprives him of an 
opportunity to look cool, edgy, and connected. Dogfighting 
is illegal, and so Bernard has brought the bachelor party to 
an underground ring that seems to cater to Asian elites, 
such as Bernard. That Bernard got access to this ring, in 
other words, is something he believes will boost his status. 
But Bernard also wants to go to the hotel because he wants 
to show off in front of the other attendees that the hotel’s 
management is going to suck up to him—again, he wants to 
look powerful in front of his peers. This presents a 
humorously frustrating conundrum for Bernard. 


However, it’s also worth pointing out (as Nick does earlier in 
this chapter) that dogfighting is unethical as well as illegal. 
Further, Bernard reads as a bully who enjoys lording his 
power over others when he implies here that he wants to 
make the comparatively powerless hotel employees squirm 
to accommodate him. His money, in other words, essentially 
buys him the privilege of being to behave horrendously with 
few, if any, consequences. It’s also led to him looking down 
on not just animals, but on people of lower classes. He sees 
them as tools, not as people who deserve compassion and 
indness. Nick, Colin, and Lionel contrast greatly with 
Bernard, as they still treat others kindly and acknowledge 
their shared humanity with people from lower classes. 


Part 2, Chapter 11 Quotes 


@@ “isabel, I’m going to tell it to you like it is, because everyone 


here is wasting your time being polite. You can’t afford to fall in 
love with Simon. Let me break it down for you. Let’s be 
generous and assume that Simon is making a measly eight 
hundred thousand a year. After taxes and CPF, his take-home is 
only about half a million. Where are you going to live on that 
ind of money? [...] We've already spent four hundred and 
seventy thousand of Simon’s salary, which leaves just thirty 
thousand for everything else. How are you going to put food on 
the table and clothe your babies with that? [...] Don’t you see? 
t’s impossible for you to marry Simon. We wouldn't worry if you 
had your own money, but you know your situation. The clock is 
ticking on your pretty face.” 


Related Characters: Francesca Shaw (speaker), Rachel Chu 


Related Themes: © © 


Page Number: 263-64 


Explanation and Analysis 


At the bachelorette party dinner, Rachel overhears a 
shocking conversation in which Francesca and a few other 
girls explain why Isabel cannot “afford” to marry her 
boyfriend. Though it’s worth keeping in mind that the cost 
of living in Singapore is much higher than what it is in the 
U.S., generally speaking, this entire passage is absurd—or at 
least it is to Rachel. It’s laughable to refer to an $800,000 
salary as “measly” Francesca’s vision of how much things 
cost (and indeed, what’s necessary to live a “good” life) is so 
wildly different from Rachel’s, that it feels like fantasy. 


But while the life Francesca lays out for Isabel reads like 
fantasy, what's not a fantasy at all are the underlying 
implications Francesca makes. First, she implies that money 
is the most important thing—it’s more important that Isabel 
marry arich man than marry aman she genuinely loves. 
Along with this, Francesca suggests that it’s perfectly fine 
for Isabel to essentially go out of her way to try to “marry 
up” to improve her “situation,” which is implied to be not 
great. This is an interesting implication, as Francesca later 
torments Rachel, insisting that Rachel is trying to marry up 
by marrying Nick and that it’s not okay for Rachel to do this. 
Readers never learn what Isabel’s “situation” is, but it’s 
almost certainly not as bad as Francesca makes it out to 
be—and her income and lifestyle are also probably way 
more luxurious than Rachel's. That is, Francesca makes it 
seem like it’s okay when women in her circle try to marry up, 
but it’s not okay for someone like Rachel, who's seen as 
lower-class, to try to do the same. 


Part 2, Chapter 13 Quotes 


@@ “To be completely honest, Nick is the first guy I’ve dated 
who | could imagine being married to. But | was never raised to 
believe that marriage supposed to be my life’s goal. My mother 
wanted me to get the best education first. She never wanted 
me to end up having to wash dishes in a restaurant.” 


“That’s not the case over here. No matter how advanced we've 
become, there’s still tremendous pressure for girls to get 
married. Here, it doesn’t matter how successful a woman is 
professionally. She isn’t considered complete until she is 
married and has children. Why do you think Araminta is so 
eager to get married?” 


Related Characters: Rachel Chu, Sophie Khoo (speaker), 
Nicholas Young, Kerry Chu, Araminta Lee, Colin Khoo 
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Related Themes: ©) © © 


Page Number: 278-79 


Explanation and Analysis 


Rachel and Sophie are having tea instead of participating in 
the wild dance party with the other bachelorettes. They’re 
discussing the mutilated fish and the threat that Rachel just 
found in her room. The threat is unsettling in any case, but 
Rachel finds it particularly surprising because she comes 
from avery different culture surrounding love, marriage, 
and money. In the American culture Rachel comes from, 
marriage is something that’s nice to have, but it doesn't 
define her. What defines her is her education and her job, 
and the fact that she'll never have to work hard jobs in 
restaurant kitchens like her mom did. This, Kerry and Rachel 
believe, is the mark of success. Thus, Rachel can marry 
whomever she wants, as long as she loves her spouse and 
finds the relationship fulfilling. 


Sophie, however, comes from a different culture, and she 
tries to help Rachel understand why the other young 
women at the bachelorette party see Rachel as a threat and 
want Nick for themselves. Marriage is how those girls will 
define themselves and how they'll know if they’ve 
succeeded in life. This, for instance, is why Francesca 
insisted to another girl that she couldn't “afford” to marry 
her boyfriend earlier—that boyfriend wasn't going to be 
able to give the girl, Isabel, the prestige and comfortable life 
that will mean others see her as a success. And while Isabel 
is implied to be something of a nobody, Sophie uses 
Araminta as an example to show that this mindset is true of 
even wildly successful and well-known Singaporean women. 
Araminta is only in her mid-20s, and she’s already a 
successful supermodel and fashion icon. But despite all that, 
she still won't be considered successful until she’s married. 


Part 2, Chapter 16 Quotes 


@@ His father had come to Singapore as a fourteen-year-old 
laborer and built a construction business out of sheer sweat 
and tenacity, and as their family business blossomed over the 
decades into a far-flung empire, Wye Mun thought that he had 
leveled the playing field. Singapore was a meritocracy, and 
whoever performed well was invited into the winner’s circle. 
But those people—those people behind the gates were a 
sudden reminder that this was not entirely the case. 


Related Characters: Rachel Chu, Nicholas Young, Ah Ma/ 
Su Yi, Goh Peik Lin, Rosemary T’sien, Dr. James Young, Goh 
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Wye Mun, Jacqueline Ling 


Related Themes: @) © © 


Related Symbols: ait 


Page Number: 298 


Explanation and Analysis 


Wye Mun is studying a list of names of people that Rachel 
met at the party at Tyersall Park. He doesn’t recognize the 
names and had no idea Tyersall Park existed, which shows 
him that he and his family aren't as wealthy and well- 
connected as he thought—there’s another level of wealthy 
and powerful people above them. This speaks, some, to the 
different ways that Singaporeans define success. If Wye 
Mun defines success as being rich, providing for his family, 
and running a successful business, he has indeed made it. 
He is, in that sense, “in[] the winner’s circle.’ But if he defines 
success as rubbing shoulders with Singapore's most 
powerful and wealthiest people, Wye Mun is a nobody. And 
it’s saying a lot about just how wealthy the Youngs are, for 
instance, that Wye Mun hasn't heard of them—they have 
the money to keep a low profile. This extends to keeping 
Tyersall Park a secret, too. Earlier, Wye Mun and Peik Lin 
discovered that the estate doesn’t show up on Google 
Earth, highlighting that the Youngs perhaps paid off 
someone at Google to keep the property off a publicly- 
accessible website. That no doubt took an exorbitant 
amount of money that’s almost unfathomable, even to 
someone as wealthy as Wye Mun. 


@@ ‘Remember, every treasure comes with a price.’ 


Related Characters: Dr. Gu (speaker), Rachel Chu, 
Nicholas Young, Eleanor Young, Goh Peik Lin, Bernard Tai, 
Goh Wye Mun 


Related Themes: @) © © 


Page Number: 307 


Explanation and Analysis 


Peik Lin and Wye Mun are having tea with Dr. Gu so that 
Wye Mun can ask him about James Young and the Young 
family. Peik Lin has shared that Rachel is dating Nick Young, 
and though Dr. Gu says Rachel would be lucky to marry into 
the family, he also dispenses this warning to Peik Lin. 


This warning encapsulates one of the novel’s main ideas: 
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that wealth and power, the “treasure; might seem like a 
dream come true. But that dream still comes with a price, 
one that Rachel is only now beginning to recognize. Thus 
far, Rachel has started to learn that upper-crust 
Singaporean society is extremely prejudiced and snobby. 
People look down on her for being a middle-class American, 
for being born in China, and for having a single mother. And 
in part because they see her as an unworthy match for Nick, 
Eleanor is going out of her way to rope people into helping 
her scare Rachel off. Dating and marrying Nick, in other 
words, means that Rachel will have to navigate a cutthroat 
social scene for which she has no context and no experience. 


The novel has also showed how having the kind of money 
that Nick’s family has can deprive a person of their 
humanity. Eleanor, for instance, reads as totally heartless in 
her campaign to scare off Rachel, while other wealthy 
characters, like Bernard, are cruel and abuse others. Nick 
might be a “treasure” in that he’s a wildly wealthy eligible 
bachelor, but he comes with baggage—baggage that Rachel 
might not want to accept. 


e@ As Dr. Gu walked slowly back into his house, he felt a 

sudden pang of regret. He wished he hadn't said so much 
about the Youngs. Wye Mun, as usual, had steered him toward 
the stories about money, and he had missed the chance to tell 
them the real story, about aman whose greatness had nothing 
to do with wealth or power. 


Related Characters: Nicholas Young, Goh Peik Lin, Dr. 
James Young, Goh Wye Mun, Dr. Gu 


Related Themes: © 


Page Number: 309 


Explanation and Analysis 


Wye Mun and Peik Lin have just left Dr. Gu, and Dr. Gu 
regrets not telling them different stories about James 
Young and the Young family. This comes immediately after 
Dr. Gu remembers James saving him from occupying 
Japanese forces during World War II. Essentially, Dr. Gu is 
well aware that James was a wealthy, powerful man. That’s 
why Wye Mun is here, after all—to try to figure out just how 
wealthy the Youngs are. But his wealth was secondary to 
the kind, compassionate person he was, and Dr. Gu believes 
it'd be better to focus on James's character than on his 
money. 


Nick, like his grandfather, can be described as a “great” man 
in that he’s compassionate, kind, and acknowledges others’ 
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humanity, even if they're of a much lower class than he is. 
Drawing this connection between the generations (and in 
general, offering characters like Nick and James who are 
wealthy but don't abuse their power) highlights that wealth 
doesn't have to deprive people of their humanity or 
compassion. It’s possible to be both rich and “great.” 


Part 2, Chapter 17 Quotes 


@@ ‘This is the first time you have been serious with a Chinese 
man. There is so much you don’t know about the proper 


etiquette with these families.’ 


“| didn’t realize you could be so old-fashioned,” Rachel teased. 
“Besides, Nick’s family doesn’t seem really Chinese at all. They 


seem more British if anything.’ 


“It doesn’t matter. You are Chinese, and you still need to behave 
like a properly brought-up Chinese girl? Kerry said. 


Related Characters: Rachel Chu, Kerry Chu (speaker), 
Nicholas Young, Eleanor Young, Philip Young 


Related Themes: © © 


Page Number: 313 


Explanation and Analysis 


Rachel is on the phone with her mom and is telling Kerry her 
and Nick’s plans for the next week, including that she’s going 
to meet Nick’s parents for the first time later. This is wildly 
concerning for Kerry, who was born and raised in China and 
who thus is way more familiar with Chinese customs than 
Rachel is. And indeed, Kerry is right to be concerned: 
Eleanor does see Rachel as an inappropriate match, in part 
because Rachel doesn't fit her definition of a “properly 
brought-up Chinese girl” To be fair, Eleanor’s standards are 
impossibly high. But Rachel doesn’t meet them primarily 
because she’s not extremely wealthy and because she was 
born in China and was raised in the U.S., and none of Kerry’s 
coaching is going to make Rachel suddenly seem like a good 
enough future daughter-in-law to Eleanor. This passage 
thus highlights how oblivious Rachel is to the cultural 
differences between herself and Nick. 
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Part 2, Chapter 18 Quotes 


@@ “Isn't it fun?’ Eleanor said merrily. She looked at Rachel and 
said, “| was never allowed to set foot in the kitchen at my 
mother-in-law’s house. Now | get to eat in my own kitchen, and 
actually watch the food being cooked!” Rachel smiled in 
amusement—here was a woman who obviously had never 
cooked a meal in her life but seemed to relish the novelty of 
being inside a kitchen. 


“Well, | love to cook. | can only dream of one day having a 
itchen as beautiful as yours, Mrs. Young,’ Rachel said. 


Eleanor smiled graciously. I’m sure you can—with my son’s money. 


Related Characters: Rachel Chu, Eleanor Young (speaker), 
Nicholas Young, Ah Ma/Su Yi 


Related Themes: © © Q 
Related Symbols: Q 


Page Number: 321-22 


Explanation and Analysis 


Rachel and Nick are having dinner with Nick’s parents, all of 
Eleanor’s friends, and a few others. They're eating in the 
kitchen, which prompts Eleanor to explain to Rachel why 
this is exciting for her. Rachel takes Eleanor at face value 
and interprets Eleanor’s statement as being both charming 
and inconsequential small talk. This is why Rachel doesn’t 

e any problem with then complimenting Eleanor’s kitchen 
and noting that she'd love to have a kitchen like Eleanor’s 
one day. Rachel no doubt would love to have a kitchen like 
this—but descriptions of it suggest that it’s the sort of semi- 
professional kitchen that is beyond most Americans. It’s 
gorgeous, staffed, and, for most people, just a dream. 


n 
ie) 


Eleanor, however, knows that with Nick’s money, Rachel 
could absolutely build a kitchen just like hers, and she 
believes Rachel plans to do just that. This speaks to 
Eleanor’s habit of reading into everything Rachel says and 
reading nefarious intent. She's also intent on trying to 
protect the family’s money from Rachel, whom she believes 
is dating Nick just to steal Nick’s money. Her focus, put 
simply, is on protecting money, treating Nick like a pawn, 
and on seeing Rachel as the enemy. 


Interestingly, some details in this passage suggest that 
Eleanor had a rough go of at least some of her early married 
life due to the way that Ah Ma treated her—and perhaps 
treated her much like Eleanor now treats Rachel. Ah Ma, 
Eleanor’s mother-in-law, would’ve been the one to forbid 
Eleanor from entering the kitchen at Tyersall Park for 
reasons unknown. And now, as an independent adult, 


Eleanor has crafted a life that allows her to do what she was 
once forbidden from doing. This suggests that Eleanor is 
perfectly happy being just as overbearing with her own child 
and his possible future wife as Ah Ma was with Philip and 
Eleanor, even if she can also acknowledge that she resented 
Ah Ma for her behavior. 


Part 3, Chapter 1 Quotes 


@@ “You said the same thing six years ago when you wanted to 
remain in England after your studies. And now you're in 
America. What’s next, Australia, like your father? It was a 
mistake to send you abroad in the first place. You have become 
far too seduced by Western ways.” Rachel couldn't help noting 
the irony in what Nick’s grandmother was saying. She looked 
and sounded like a Chinese woman in the most traditional 
sense, and yet here they were in a walled garden straight out of 
the Loire Valley having English afternoon tea. 


Related Characters: Ah Ma/Su Yi (speaker), Rachel Chu, 
Nicholas Young, Philip Young 


Related Themes: © 


Related Symbols: ait 


Page Number: 336 


Explanation and Analysis 


Nick and Rachel are having tea with Ah Ma, and Ah Ma is 
scolding Nick for insisting on staying abroad rather than 
coming home to Singapore. Rachel finds this ironic given 
Tyersall Park itself: it’s an English-style manor with both 
European and Asian furnishings. They're sitting in a part of 
the garden that reads as very French, enjoying a meal that’s 
traditionally British. Essentially, this highlights how diverse 
Singaporean culture is, particularly when it comes to 
combining elements from Europe with Asian customs. Ah 
Ma is wholly unaware that she looks ironic for talking about 
how superior Chinese and Singaporean culture is while 
drinking English tea, but that’s because doing so is pretty 
normal in her circle. However, Ah Ma and Eleanor also 
choose which culture to value based on which one will 
further their goals. When it comes to convincing Nick to 
come home and forbidding Nick to marry Rachel, it’s 
convenient for both women to insist Chinese culture is 
better. At other times, when it suits them, they choose 
English customs without a second thought. Culture, this 
shows, is malleable. 
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Part 3, Chapter 3 Quotes 


@@ “| don't know what planet you're living on, but things are 
not ‘just fine’ Nicky is going to propose to this girl any minute 


You had one simple mission to accomplish, and you failed 
miserably.’ 


“You have no appreciation for what I’ve accomplished for 
myself. lm part of New York society now,’ Amanda proudly 
declared. 


“Who gives a damn about that? You think anyone here is 
impressed to see pictures of you in Town & Country?” 


Related Characters: Amanda “Mandy” Ling, Jacqueline 
Ling (speaker), Rachel Chu, Nicholas Young 


Related Themes: ©) © © 


Page Number: 358 


Explanation and Analysis 


Jacqueline and her daughter, Mandy, are at Mandy's dress 
fitting for Araminta’s wedding. Jacqueline has forced Mandy 
to return to Singapore for the wedding, despite Mandy and 
Araminta being rivals, because Jacqueline wants Mandy to 
marry Nick. 


The whole framing of this passage highlights how marriage, 
in upper-class Singaporean society, is not about love—it’s 
about bettering one’s status. So, the implication is that 
Jacqueline sent Mandy to New York in the first place so that 
andy could woo Nick and eventually marry him. Mandy 
has been summoned home for the same reason: Jacqueline 
has no intention of letting Nick get away. This, of course, 
ignores the fact that while Mandy and Nick used to date, 
they don’t want to get married to each other. Nick does, in 
fact, want to propose to Rachel, while Mandy is happy with 
her life in New York. But Jacqueline and Eleanor are 
unwilling to accept their children’s wishes as valid, as this 
means they'd have to accept that in some ways, times are 
changing—and the younger generations don’t value making 
a “good” match quite the same way older generations do. 


This generational divide is particularly apparent here in how 
Amanda “proudly declare[s]” that she’s part of New York 
society now. This is a big deal for her—she broke into 
American high society, seemingly without any help from her 


parents. This is how she defines success. Jacqueline, though, 


refuses to accept this. All she cares about is what 
Singaporeans think of her daughter, which is why she 
implies that nobody is going to be impressed to find Mandy 
in Town & Country, a luxury American lifestyle magazine. 
What she really means is that nobody in Singapore is going 


now. What was the whole point of my sending you to New York? 


to care. 


Part 3, Chapter 4 Quotes 


@@ She walked down the aisle on her father’s arm ina 
classically inspired wedding dress designed by Valentino, whom 
she lured out of retirement to make precisely the sort of gown 
that generations of European princesses had gotten married in, 
the sort of gown that would make her look every inch the 
proper young wife from a very traditional, old-money Asian 
family. 


Related Characters: Rachel Chu, Araminta Lee 


Related Themes: @) @ O © 
Related Symbols: © 


Page Number: 369 


Explanation and Analysis 


The narrator describes Araminta’s wedding dress, which 
surprises many people. Araminta is a fashion icon, and many 
expected her to wear an avant-garde dress, not something 
designed by an establishment designer like Valentino. But 
Araminta chose Valentino, and she chose this particular 
style of dress, for a very specific reason: it makes her look 
wealthier and more established in Singaporean society than 
she actually is. This highlights fashion’s power, and the fact 
that it functions like a language in and of itself. This dress 
allows Araminta, for instance, to look at once traditionally 
Asian and sophisticatedly European. It broadcasts how 
wealthy and powerful she is, as she got Valentino himself, 
who's dressed the likes of Audrey Hepburn and Jacqueline 
Kennedy, to come out of retirement to make her dress. That 
the dress resembles one European princesses wear aligns 
her with royalty, but it also connotes modesty and good 
taste. The dress, put simply, is one of the main ways that 
Araminta and her family broadcast to their wedding guests 
that they've made it and have broken into upper-crust 
Singaporean society. And in a broader sense, this helps 
readers understand how fashion works throughout the 
novel. Many guests in attendance will pick up on the 
symbolism here with absolutely no issue—while Rachel 
won't necessarily, as she wasn't raised to think about 
fashion the same way. Fashion is a language that 
Singaporeans Rachel encounters use to communicate their 
wealth and power, while Rachel struggles to learn the 
language—or even understand why she should. 


+ 
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Part 3, Chapter 6 Quotes 


@@ “Aiyah, she’s just a pretty girl that Nicky’s having fun with.” 


Su Yi laughed, as if the idea of him marrying Rachel was too 
ridiculous to even consider. 


“That’s not the way it looks to me,’ Alexandra warned. 


himself. And besides, he would never do anything without my 
permission. Alistair simply needs to obey your wishes,’ Su Yi 
said with finality. 


Related Characters: Ah Ma/Su Yi, Alexandra Cheng 
(speaker), Rachel Chu, Nicholas Young, Kitty Pong, Alistair 
Cheng 


Related Themes: ©) © © © 


Page Number: 387-88 


Explanation and Analysis 


While having tea between the wedding ceremony and the 
evening banquet, Ah Ma tells Alexandra that she needs to 
make Alistair break up with his flancée, Kitty Pong. Ah Ma 
also rejects the idea that Nick might be serious about 
Rachel. 


Ah Mais, of course, wrong: Nick is serious about Rachel and 
goes on to propose to her. Thus, this passage highlights one 
consequence of Nick’s obliviousness. Earlier in the week, 
Nick did assure his grandmother that he and Rachel are just 
having a fun vacation—which is true, but Nick is also just not 
accustomed to speaking to his mother or grandmother 
about such personal matters. This highlights the cultural 
and generational differences between Nick and Alistair, and 
their parents and grandparents: the young men see their 
ove lives as personal, while the older generations see it as a 
family affair. 


nturn, this is because Ah Ma, Eleanor, and the rest of the 
family are intent on keeping the family money in the family, 
as well as on not sullying the family name with supposedly 
improper women marrying in. Kitty and Rachel are both 
considered inappropriate matches because they're not 
ultrawealthy, and they were both born in China. Kitty’s 
character also draws on stereotypes about classless, overly 
sexual actresses. Both women, per Ah Ma, must be kept out, 
and Alistair and Nick will, she believes, of course do as 
they're told. She expects her grandsons to join the family 
cause of protecting the family fortune, and disobeying her 
simply isn't an option. 


‘Nonsense. Nicky has no intentions with this girl—he told me so 


@@ The monochromatic fashion statement | was planning for 
the whole family is RUINED because of him!” 


“And you've just ruined the whole trip for me!” Fiona suddenly 
blurted out. “I’m so sick of all this. Why is it so damn important 
for us to look picture-perfect every time we walk out the door? 
Who exactly are you trying to impress? The photographers? 
The readers of Hong Kong Tattle? You really care so much about 
them that you'd rather hit your own son over an accident that 
you caused in the first place by screaming at him for wearing the 
wrong cummerbund?” 


Related Characters: Eddie Cheng, Fiona Tung (speaker), 
Constantine, Augustine, and Kalliste Cheng 


Related Themes: © © 


Related Symbols: © 


Page Number: 391-92 


Explanation and Analysis 


Eddie and his wife, Fiona, are having a screaming match in 
the entryway at Tyersall Park because their six-year-old son, 
Augustine, spilled Fanta on Eddie’s suit. Eddie is enraged, 
and he’s threatened to kill Augustine. 


Eddie’s behavior is both cruel and absurd. As Fiona points 

_ it’s ridiculous that he’s so upset at his son for an 
accident—and that he’s willing to hit and threaten to kill his 
six-year-old for essentially no reason. This shows that 
Eddie’s focus on fashion and on meticulously dressing his 
family has deprived him of any humanity. Rather, he sees his 
family members as props to support his image and make him 
look better (after all, he has “models” for menswear, 
womenswear, and both boys’ and girls’ children’s clothes). 
As Fiona sees it, this is absurd and focuses on all the wrong 
things. Who cares, she implies, if the Hong Kong Tattle’s 
readership sees pictures of them looking their best when 
Eddie is making his entire family miserable? 


Oo 
= 
= 


This also highlights how fraught and volatile Eddie and 
Fiona’s marriage is. Though Eddie made a “good” match in 
marrying Fiona, this hasn't led to happiness—indeed, 
neither Eddie nor Fiona seem to like each other much, and 
Eddie never acknowledges that the children they've had 
together are people and not just props. 
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Part 3, Chapter 13 Quotes 


@@ “You're telling me one thing, but then | hear other people 
speaking as if the entire economy of Asia revolves around your 


family, and you're, like, the heir to the throne. I’m an economist, 


for crying out loud, and if I’m going to be accused of being a 
gold digger, I'd like to know what I’m supposedly digging for,’ 
Rachel said bluntly. 


Related Characters: Rachel Chu (speaker), Nicholas Young 


Related Themes: @ O © 
Related Symbols: Q 


Page Number: 451 


Explanation and Analysis 


On their way to Ah Ma’s summer lodge in Malaysia, Rachel 
confronts Nick about his family fortune and asks to know 
the truth about his family and their money. Rachel feels 
comfortable asking this question in part because she’s 
American, and so she’s culturally just more comfortable 
talking openly about money. She comes at her relationship 
with Nick believing that as serious partners—and possibly, 
one day, spouses—they should be able to talk about these 
things. This isn’t how Nick was raised, and that’s why he 
hasn't told her anything up to this point. So, even if Nick is 
more “Western” than his grandmother appreciates, he has 
deeply internalized some parts of Chinese culture and his 
family’s culture specifically. 


Then, Rachel also brings up the fact that Nick is so 
important in his family because, as the only male Young and 
the favorite grandson, everyone believes he stands to 
inherit Tyersall Park and the majority of Ah Ma’s fortune 
when she dies. If he were to marry Rachel, then, this would 
mean that Rachel would likely have some legal access to his 
inheritance. Unmarried Singaporean women know this, and 
this is why they've gone out of their way to try to drive 
Rachel off: Nick's money makes him the most eligible 
bachelor in Singapore, and everyone wants to be legally tied 
to him to gain access to the vast Young fortune. Everyone 
else, to use Rachel’s phrasing, knows what they’re “digging 
for” when they chase Nick. But Rachel doesn’t, and she'd like 
to be on equal footing with her competitors in that regard. 


e@ ‘Well, | heard that you ran off to Malaysia, and that you 
mean to ask the girl to marry you,’ Su Yi said, not bothering 
to look at Rachel. 


Rachel pursed her lips, shocked and thrilled at the same time. 


“| was planning to surprise Rachel, but | guess that’s ruined 
now,’ Nick huffed, staring at his mother. 


“No matter, Nicky,’ his grandmother smiled. “I do not give you 
permission to marry her. Now let’s stop all this nonsense and go 
home. | don’t want to be stuck having dinner here, when the 
cook hasn't prepared properly for me. I’m sure she didn’t get 
any fresh fish today.’ 


Related Characters: Nicholas Young, Ah Ma/Su Yi 
(speaker), Rachel Chu, Eleanor Young 


Related Themes: @) © O 


Page Number: 457 


Explanation and Analysis 


ick brought Rachel to Malaysia to propose, but when he 
and Rachel arrive at Ah Ma's summer lodge, Eleanor and Ah 
a are already there to stop him from proposing. Notable 
here is the dehumanizing language Ah Ma uses to forbid 

ick from proposing to Rachel. She never uses Rachel’s 
name; she just calls Rachel “the girl” The proposal is 
“nonsense, highlighting how utterly absurd Ah Ma thinks 
ick marrying Rachel is. Ah Ma doesn't see Rachel as a 
person who deserves respect or compassion. Instead, Ah 
aseems to see Rachel as an inconsequential interloper 
who can be dismissed with a wave of her hand. 


Then, Ah Ma clearly expects that Nick will just do as she 
says, break up with Rachel, and head back to Tyersall Park as 
though nothing happened. This shows how highly Ah Ma 
thinks of herself and how much power she believes she has 
over her grandchildren’s romantic lives. She believes it’s her 
right and her responsibility to ensure her grandchildren 
marry “proper” women, and she expects that her 
grandchildren will go along with what she demands without 
question. Family, as she sees it, is about preserving the 
family name and fortune—and so she cannot allow someone 
unknown and of a lower class, like Rachel, to marry in. 
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Part 3, Chapter 15 Quotes 


@@ “| want them to love their family, but to feel a deeper sense 
of pride in who they are as individuals, Nick, not in how much 
money they have, what their last name is, or how many 
generations they go back to whatever dynasty. I’m sorry, but 


lve had enough. I’ve had enough of being around all these crazy 


rich Asians, all these people whose lives revolve around making 
money, spending money, flaunting money, comparing money, 
hiding money, controlling others with money, and ruining their 


lives over money. And if | marry you, there will be no escaping it, 


even if we live on the other side of the world.” 


Related Characters: Rachel Chu (speaker), Nicholas Young, 
Eleanor Young 


Related Themes: ©) © O © 


Page Number: 481 


Explanation and Analysis 


A week or so after Nick’s disastrous botched proposal, he 
and Rachel meet to talk at Peik Lin’s house. Rachel insists 
they must break up and definitely cannot get married, as his 
money, she believes, will poison their marriage. Based on 
what she has experienced in Singapore thus far, Rachel 
understands that ultrawealthy Singaporeans, as a general 
rule, derive their worth from their family connections and 
from how wealthy their family is. This, in Rachel’s 
estimation, makes them “crazy rich Asians’—not in that 
they're “crazy rich, but in the sense that being rich makes 
their behavior absolutely ridiculous. It’s absurd, she 
suggests, to focus one’s entire life on “making money, 
spending money, flaunting money,’ et cetera, when there’s 
so much else to life. Rachel, for instance, derives pleasure, 
satisfaction, and purpose from her job as an economist, and 
she believes that focusing on one’s career or education is 
healthier than focusing only on money and status. And by 
marrying Nick, she believes, she'll never be able to escape 
his culture's focus on money and prestige. 


©2023 LitCharts LLC w 


www.LitCharts.com 


Get hundreds more LitCharts at www.litcharts.com 


Part 3, Chapter 19 Quotes 


@@ “| know my mother-in-law never truly approved of me, so | 
even got out of the way. | moved out of Tyersall Park so there 
wouldn't be two competing Mrs. Youngs. | always let her come 
first in Nicky's life, and because of this he’s been closer to her. 
But | accepted that. It was for his own good. He deserves to be 
the heir to her fortune, the heir to Tyersall Park, but he no 
longer seems to care. He would rather be a bloody English 
professor. Hiyah, | always knew sending him to England would 
be a mistake.’ 


Related Characters: Eleanor Young (speaker), Rachel Chu, 
Nicholas Young, Ah Ma/Su Yi, Colin Khoo 


Related Themes: QO © 


Related Symbols: (a) 


Page Number: 509 


Explanation and Analysis 


Eleanor is explaining to her friends that she’s spent her 
entire life sacrificing her own relationship with Nick so that 
he'd become closer to his grandmother—and he'd thus be in 
the best position to inherit Ah Ma’s estate and her money 
when Ah Ma dies. This is, first of all, pretty sad. It suggests 
that Eleanor could’ve, and indeed maybe wanted, to have a 
closer relationship with Nick, but she chose to prioritize his 
access to money and power over having a good relationship 
with her son. What makes this even more heartbreaking is 
that in an earlier chapter, Nick remembered meeting and 
befriending Colin—an event that happened because 
Eleanor seemed to have abandoned him at school one day, 
and Colin’s grandmother took Nick home. Nick seemed sad 
that his mother had forgotten him, suggesting that he too 
would've appreciated a closer relationship. 


ow, in the present, the consequence of this is that Nick 
doesn't trust or respect Eleanor’s opinion when it comes to 
who to marry or what to do with his life. His English 
education, moreover, has led him to prioritize his career 
over his inheritance or his status in Singapore, something 
that Eleanor characterizes as uniquely western. 


Finally, Eleanor’s vitriol as she says he’d “rather be a bloody 
English professor” shows that she also doesn’t value Nick as 
an individual person, with dreams of a career that fulfills 
him. She sees him only as a pawn to use to keep Ah Ma’s 
fortune in the family; it doesn’t matter that he enjoys 
teaching English. 
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SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS 


The color-coded icons under each analysis entry make it easy to track where the themes occur most prominently throughout the 
work. Each icon corresponds to one of the themes explained in the Themes section of this LitChart. 


PROLOGUE 


Nicholas Young and his cousin, Astrid Leong, shiver in the hotel 
lobby—they had to walk nine blocks from the tube station in 
the rain after a 16-hour flight from Singapore, all because 
Astrid’s mother, Felicity, thinks it’s a sin to take a taxi that 
distance. The hotel manager, Reginald Ormsby, is aghast: the 
two Chinese children are staining the settee they’re sitting on, 
a teenager is smearing mud on the marble tile, and three 
Chinese women are with the kids. Since he’s excellent at 
“dispatch[ing...] foreigners,’ he heads downstairs and in loud, 
slow English, asks for the women’s reservation. He’s shocked 
when one woman, in perfect English, says the reservation is for 
Eleanor Young. The Youngs booked the Lancaster Suite, but 
they’re Chinese—what will the other esteemed guests say at 
breakfast tomorrow when they see “these folk?” 


Ormsby says there’s no reservation for an Eleanor Young, 
though he can see she booked the Lancaster Suite. Confused, 
Felicity leans over the counter and points to Eleanor’s name in 
the reservations book. Ormsby snaps at her and suggests the 
group stay in Chinatown. Felicity hasn't encountered this kind 
of racism since she was a child. She and Eleanor return to 
where her sister, Alexandra Cheng, is waiting with the luggage. 
oments later, Alexandra’s teenage son, Eddie, saunters in 
with a soda that he charged to the room tab. Felicity frowns; 
Eddie is so entitled, and it’s good he’s going to boarding school, 
where he'll have to take cold showers and eat stale toast. 
Eleanor is privately angry her sisters are so miserly and poorly 
dressed—this man would treat them better if they didn’t look 
so bedraggled. 


While the women decide what to do, Eddie pretends to be a 
chairman while Nick, his vice president, holds his soda and 
Astrid, the secretary, is supposed to rub his shoulders. The 
younger kids argue, but Eddie says his best friend Leo’s dad, the 
third-richest man in Hong Kong, works like this. Eddie knocks 
the soda glass out of Nick’s hand, spilling it all over the floor. 
Ormsby approaches Eleanor and Felicity and asks them to 
leave the hotel. Felicity calls other hotels at a payphone and 
finally calls her husband, Harry Leong. He’s enraged and tells 
her she’s too polite, but he remembers that he’s played golf 
before with the hotel’s owner, Rupert Calthorpe. He hangs up 
to call Rupert. 
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It’s evident from this opening scene that Eleanor Young's party is 
wealthy despite the fact that they chose not to take a taxi from the 
tube station—after all, they've booked a suite in what appears to be 
a pretty fancy hotel. Further, Eleanor’s perfect English suggests she 
was educated in English. Ormsby, however, seems to believe that 
Chinese people can’t be rich or educated, and so he reasons they 
don't belong in his exclusive hotel. Note too that he seems to expect 
that other guests will feel the same way, hence his worrying what 
“esteemed” guests will think of “these folk.” 


© O 


Immediately, it becomes clear to the Young party that Ormsby is 
being racist and cruel. As far as Eleanor is concerned, they've 
brought this on themselves to some degree by not taxiing here; now 
they look wet and unkempt, instead of like the wealthy family they 
seem to actually be. Eddie's soda suggests that not everyone at the 
hotel is as racist as Ormsby, as the bartender clearly believed Eddie 
was staying in the Lancaster Suite. Felicity’s hope that Eddie's 
entitlement will decrease after time at an English boarding school, 
however, is somewhat laughable: English boarding schools are 
known more for being exclusive and offering quality educations, not 
tormenting their students with cold showers. 


000 


It’s telling that the kids are playing at being in a high-powered office 
rather than, say, playing house or a more fantastical game. Eddie is 
aware that rich adults in his social circle in Hong Kong work this 
way, showing just how rich Eddie's circle is. That Harry Leong has 
golfed with this hotel’s owner—and that he and Rupert seem to be 
ona first-name basis—highlights how connected other family 
members are. 
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Less than an hour later, the children return to the hotel lobby. 
Ormsby is enraged and approaches, yelling—until Lord Rupert 
Calthorpe-Cavendish-Gore shows the Chinese women into the 
lobby, pointing out the architectural features. Then, addressing 
Ormsby and calling him Wormsby, Lord Rupert dismissively 
says that he’s sold the hotel to Miss Felicity Leong and her 
husband Harry, who's an excellent golfer. The lord invites the 
women and children to the bar for a toast, and Felicity fires 
Ormsby. 


PART 1, CHAPTER 1 


At atable at their favorite tea shop, Nicholas Young is trying to 
convince his girlfriend, Rachel Chu, to come with him to 
Singapore for the summer and for his best friend’s wedding. He 
insists the street food is fantastic, Rachel’s friend from college 
Peik Lin lives there, and his grandmother, Ah Ma, has the best 
scones. Colin’s wedding will happen the first week and then 
they can tour Asia for the rest of the summer. 


At a nearby table, Celine Lim can’t believe her eyes or ears: she 
hasn't seen Nicholas Young since she was 15 and saw him at 
the Pulau Club, a prestigious country club, and her mom tried 
to get her older sister to invite him to a fundraiser. She 
surreptitiously takes a picture of him and texts it to her sister, 
who comments on Nick’s clearly ABC (American-born Chinese) 
girlfriend and asks Celine to spy. 


Meanwhile, Nick continues to try to sell the trip to Rachel, 
who's intrigued but apprehensive. She and Nick have been 
together for two years. Nick has clearly been thinking about 
this, and isn't it a big deal to be invited to his family home and 
his best friend’s wedding? She's not a romantic, but at 29 she’s 
also almost a spinster by Chinese standards (which don’t care 
about her PhD in economics). Still, the romantic part of her is 
waking up and she agrees to go. Before Rachel even knows 
what her plans are, news that Nicholas Young is bringing a 
girlfriend home to Singapore has circulated among the “Asian 
jet set,’ which is made up of noodle company heiresses, 
financiers, and rich ladies vacationing at luxury resorts. 
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It took Harry less than an hour to purchase an entire hotel. This 
drives home how wealthy he is—he is, it seems, one of the titular 
“crazy rich Asians” for whom purchasing a hotel is easy and 
thoughtless. But while this is played for laughs, it’s also worth noting 
that Harry buys the hotel to show up Ormsby for being racist. The 
wealth can help equalize things, in other words, but it doesn’t totally 
insulate Asian characters from racism. 
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Thanks to the prologue, readers already know that Nick and his 
family are extremely wealthy. So, it’s interesting that he seems to be 
selling this vacation to Rachel in a pretty normal way—with food, 
sights, and good company. This shows that Nick is down to earth, 
but it may also suggest that he hasn't told Rachel how wealthy he is. 
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Here, Nick begins to look a bit like a celebrity, as Celine’s mom 
seemed to think about Nick as a guest of honor, of sorts, at the 
fundraiser. Put another way, Nick isn’t a normal guy. It’s unclear yet 
if Rachel knows about this, but judging by how Nick is convincing 
her to take the trip, it seems she doesn't. 
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This passage reveals that Rachel genuinely has no idea how 
important Nick is. He's important enough to generate gossip among 
a group of extremely rich people who all seem unusually interested 
in one man’s dating life. Nick, though, also seems oblivious, 
suggesting that he’s not totally aware of how interesting and 
important he is. 
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Though the Tai family fortune was originally made “the dirty 
way, Carol Tai has spent the last few decades making the family 
name “respectable.” This is why she’s now hosting her weekly 
Bible study for her friends, Eleanor Young, Daisy Foo, Lorena 
Lim, and Nadine Shaw. Eleanor is the last to arrive and skips the 
front door and the butler, walking herself through the service 
wing to Carol’s bedroom. She assumes her place of honor on 
Carol’s Qing dynasty rosewood bed. (Though Carol is married 
to the billionaire financier, Eleanor is the group's unofficial 
leader because she grew up speaking English before Chinese 
and also married Philip Young.) 


As the ladies enjoy their braised quail and abalone over hand- 
pulled noodles, Daisy flips through her Bible and Nadine 
peruses the Singapore Tattle for pictures of her daughter 
Francesca, the “Shaw Foods heiress.” They discuss the 
magazine's coverage of Carol's latest charity gala and how 
much weight one of their peers has gained—as well as how 
much money the woman inherited when her father died. 
adine asks why there are no pictures of Astrid, and Eleanor 
sniffs that her husband’s family “would rather die than appear 
in print.” Families like the Youngs and the Leongs are fanatical 
about preserving privacy. Carol adds that Astrid is wonderful; 
it’s supposed to be a secret, but she wrote the biggest check for 
the fundraiser. 


Just then, a pretty maid enters the room with a chest filled with 
Carol’s latest jewelry acquisitions. Eleanor and Lorena admire 
the rubies from “Burma, while Daisy notes that Burma has 
been Myanmar for 20 years. When Eleanor scoffs that Daisy 
sounds like Nick, Daisy asks when Nick arrives for Colin Khoo’s 
wedding and where Nick will stay. It becomes clear that 
Eleanor hasn't heard about Nick’s girlfriend—who, Daisy 
whispers, is from New York, though she’s Chinese. Eleanor is 
aghast. Daisy thinks the girl is from Taiwan, and Nadine cackles 
that hopefully she’s not a “Taiwanese tornado” (Taiwanese girls 
who swoop in, marry nice men, and then take all the money and 
jewelry in the divorce). 
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The narrative implies that all of these women are extremely wealthy, 
as evidenced by Carol having an entire service wing. The reasons 
that Eleanor is the group’s leader, though, are interesting. Speaking 
English before Chinese suggests that Eleanor’s family placed more 
value on associating with Europe and western culture; now, as an 
older adult, this gives Eleanor clout. And the narrator also drops 
Philip's name like readers are supposed to know who he is. They 
don't know who he is, but introducing him like they should gives the 
impression that he’s rich and powerful—hence Eleanor’s status 
among her friends. 
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Bible study, it seems, is less about studying the Bible and more 
about gossiping. That the women are gossiping about a peer's 
weight and financial situation makes it seem like this social circle is 
petty and cutthroat: anything can become fodder for other women 
to snicker about. Eleanor’s explanation that the Youngs and the 
Leongs don’t want to end up in the magazines sets these families 
apart from, for instance, Nadine’s family. Being in print, it seems, 
isn't the point: the point is enjoying their wealth in private. 
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Carol's jewelry purchases again illustrate how wealthy she is: she’s 
purchased many ruby pieces, and she traveled abroad to do so. 
Eleanor’s reaction to learning that Nick is bringing a girl home offers 
insight into the kind of person she is. She seems to expect that Nick 
would tell her about a girlfriend, though whether this is because she 
believes they’re close or because she thinks he’s supposed to isn’t 
clear. But when Eleanor is so shocked that Rachel is American (or 
perhaps Taiwanese), it suggests she has a very specific idea of the 
kind of girl Nick should date—and Rachel doesn’t conform to this 
idea. 
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Just then, Carol’s husband, Dato’ Tai Toh Lui, saunters in and 
says Taiwanese girls are great—they “know how to take care of 
aman.’ More importantly, though, the company Sina Land is 
going to collapse. After explaining his strategy for getting his 
shares out, he presses a button and walks out the opening glass 
door toward the pool. Daisy, Nadine, and Lorena leap up to call 
their brokers, as they’re “losing millions by the second.” Carol 
prays and asks Jesus to watch over her friends as they try to 
sell their shares, while Eleanor prays that Nick isn’t really 
dating a Taiwanese girl. 


Dato’ Tai Toh Lui seems utterly unconcerned about Sina Land's 
collapse, and he’s totally confident in his strategy for saving his own 
investments. As when Harry Leong bought the hotel in less than an 
hour, this gives the impression that this is a lot of money on the line, 
but it’s really nothing to worry about. It’s laughable, then, that Carol 
prays for her friends to successfully save their own fortunes—Jesus, 
it’s worth noting, advocated for helping the poor, not necessarily for 
helping already wealthy women stay that way. 
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PART 1, CHAPTER 3 


Just before bed, Rachel calls her mom, Kerry Chu, in California. 
Once Kerry tells Rachel about her latest real estate sale, Rachel 
shares that Nick invited her to Asia for the summer. Kerry 
immediately asks if Nick is going to propose; he and Rachel are 
perfect for each other. Rachel tries to downplay it, but Kerry 
insists Nick is the type to marry—and besides, she’s tired of 
people asking when Rachel is going to get married. Her friend 
asked just the other day, and this is the friend whose daughter 
married a top guy at Facebook—he proposed with a scholarship 
to Stanford in her name instead of a ring, and she’s not as 
pretty as Rachel. 


Kerry asks Rachel where she'll be staying in Singapore. Rachel 
says they'll probably be with Nick’s parents, though she’s not 
sure if they live in a house or an apartment. Flustered, she says 
she has no idea whether she'll be in a guest room or sharing 
with Nick, but Kerry says the Chinese Singaporeans are very 
uptight and she doesn’t want them to think Kerry raised Rachel 
wrong. Then, she suggests Rachel can take a leftover bottle of 
Johnnie Walker Red for Nick’s dad. For Nick’s mom, Rachel 
should go to Macy's and get a gold powder compact from Esteé 
Lauder, which comes with a free gift (“every Asian woman loves 
those free gifts”). Rachel promises to take care of it. 


Kerry doesn't seem to be a stranger to wealth and power, 
considering that she has a friend whose daughter married someone 
important at Facebook. But importantly, the ring substitute was 
something generous and philanthropic, suggesting that Kerry's 
upper-class circle is perhaps more interested in helping others than 
it seems Eleanor’s friends are. Kerry also suggests that there’s a lot 
of pressure for Rachel to marry, which Rachel noted earlier is a focus 
in traditional Chinese culture. 
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Here, readers begin to get the sense that Kerry knows way more 
about Chinese culture than Rachel does, setting Rachel up to 
possibly miss important information as she joins Nick in Singapore. 
The thought of Eleanor appreciating anything from a department 
store like Macy's is laughable, while Johnnie Walker is known for 
being a budget-friendly Scotch—that is, it seems unlikely Nick’s dad 
would appreciate it. This humorous moment adds more tension, as 
it’s clear that Rachel and Kerry have no idea what Rachel is getting 
herself into. 
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PART 1, CHAPTER 4 


Nick is grading term papers when Rachel casually asks what the 
arrangements will be at his parents’ house. Will they share a 
room or not? Nick “suppose[s]” they'll share, which makes 
Rachel visibly stressed. He assures her his parents don’t worry 
about sharing rooms and then marvels at how beautiful his 
girlfriend is. She’s so different from the girls he grew up with. 
As he watches her, he can tell she’s worried, but about what? 
She's been asking lots of questions since he invited her to 
Singapore and she’s overthinking everything. Nick realizes now 
that Astrid, his cousin and his closest female confidant, was 
right. 
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Rachel is different from the girls Nick grew up with for seemingly 
one reason: she’s an upper-middle-class American, not an upper- 
crust Singaporean. That is, she grew up with a very different 
relationship to money. Nick seems to sense that he should give 
Rachel some idea of what she’s going to find, but he also reads as 
oblivious. Rachel doesn't know it, but she has good reason to be 
worried—the chapter about Eleanor made that pretty clear. Nick 
may be severely underestimating his mother. 
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Aweek ago, Nick called Astrid and shared he was thinking 
about inviting Rachel to Singapore. Astrid pointed out that this 
would escalate things dramatically: Nick has never brought a 
girl home before, and he and Rachel have been dating for 
nearly two years. Even if Nick doesn’t want to think about 
marriage, Rachel certainly is. Sighing, Nick said he just wanted 
to introduce Rachel to his world and see how she reacts to “it,” 
which Astrid suggested means their family. Astrid could tell 
Nick has no idea what he'd be getting himself and Rachel 
into—you can't just bring a random girl home. Astrid carefully 
said she was concerned how others would handle Rachel’s 
arrival. All of Singapore will know about Rachel the minute she 
steps off the plane. 


Just then, a police siren screamed and drowned out Astrid’s 
voice. She told Nick she’s in Paris; it’s her annual spring trip to 
be fitted for couture garments. Nick remembered that, per 
Astrid, it’s an “uninspiring” season and she’s buying only 12 
pieces—which still cost over a million euros. After some good 
natured banter, they returned to the subject of Rachel coming 
to Singapore. Astrid reminded Nick how hard it was for 

ichael, her husband, when they went public with their 
relationship—five years later, he’s still not used to the “brutal” 
attention. Nick was listening to Astrid, but he knew it was time 
to go public with Rachel. Astrid asked how much Rachel knows 
about their family. Nick said Rachel has only met Astrid and 
thinks Astrid has great fashion sense and is spoiled. Very 
seriously, Astrid told Nick to prepare Rachel. 


PART 1, CHAPTER 5 


It’s May 1, the annual Bal du Muguet, which the LHerme-Pierre 
family throws every spring social season. Astrid barely has time 
to admire the display of miniature 18th-century hot-air 
balloons in the courtyard before Comtesse Nathalie de 
l'Herme-Pierre finds her and comments on her linen 
dress—which would be too informal if it weren’t a genuine 
vintage dress by Madame Grès. Nathalie is in awe. As she and 
Astrid discuss the seating arrangement and Astrid’s plans to 
return home to her son, Cassian, Nathalie’s mother-in-law, 
sabelle, and another “grande dame” approach. Isabelle greets 
Astrid warmly; the other woman, Baronne Marie-Hélène de la 
Durée, nods curtly. 
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Astrid reveals that Nick is, indeed, extremely oblivious about what 
his family is like and what it means for someone like Rachel to show 
up as Nick’s guest. But on some level, Nick shows he knows this is 
going to be a big shock for Rachel—he wants to gauge her reaction 
to his family, as though he wants Rachel to audition for a closer, 
more important role in his life (such as his wife). Still, Astrid cautions 
that Nick can’t escape his celebrity as he does this, and that the 
pressure and publicity will be shocking for Rachel. 
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The tone as Nick remembers Astrid only buying 12 “uninspiring” 
couture pieces this season suggests that he perhaps disapproves. 
Even Nick, it seems, finds this absurd. However, Astrid brings the 
conversation back around and tries to get Nick to see that bringing 
someone into the family who doesn’t know exactly what they're 
getting into is harder than Nick realizes. And Rachel, this passage 
shows, has no idea what she’s getting into. Astrid, it seems, wears 
mostly couture clothes from Paris. But Rachel can't identify the 
clothes as such, and so she has no idea that she's looking at a wildly 
wealthy woman. Clothes, in this sense, symbolize Astrid’s wealth 
and Rachel's naivety. 
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Astrid’s exchange with Nathalie implies that when it comes to 
fashion, Astrid can do no wrong. Anyone else wearing a linen dress 
to such a formal event would invite scandal—but because Astrid is 
wearing it, and because Astrid has the money to buy such a 
historically important dress, she can get away with it. The dress, in 
other words, symbolizes Astrid’s untouchable social standing and 
her wealth. However, Marie-Héléne’s cold reaction to Astrid 
suggests that not everyone thinks so highly of Astrid, reminding 
readers that even someone as wealthy as Astrid can experience 
racism. 
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Once Astrid has moved on, Marie-Héléne asks about Astrid, 
insinuating that Astrid is someone's mistress and commenting 
that “the Chinese are getting quite rich these days” when 
Isabelle says Astrid’s family is wealthy. Isabelle explains that the 
Leongs have been wealthy for decades and are some of her 
husband, Laurent’s, biggest clients. Confused, Marie-Hélène 
says she thought the Chinese “were all penniless Communists 
in drab little Mao uniforms” until recently. Laurent appears and 
explains that there are the newly rich from Mainland China, 
and then there are the “Overseas Chinese.” They left China 
centuries ago and now control nearly all Asian commerce. 
Isabelle adds that families like Astrid’s live in such luxury that 
“Li]t makes the Arnaults look like peasants.” 


Hearing this, Marie-Hélène admits that Astrid is well-dressed. 
sabelle explains that Astrid buys couture dresses like they cost 
nothing. A few minutes later, Marie-Hélène approaches Astrid, 
compliments Astrid’s necklace, and then asks if Astrid will share 
travel tips for Asia. Astrid is amused and disappointed. Paris 
used to be her escape and she could blend in with the other 
Asian tourists, but then her parents alerted friends like the 
l'Herme-Pierres and now, frustratingly, everyone knows who 
she is. Astrid should be used to this, as she’s part of the 
“secretive, rarefied circle of families virtually unknown to 
outsiders who possessed immeasurably vast fortunes” in 
Singapore. She's descended from palm oil industry tycoons and 
her mother is Sir James Young and Shang Su Yi’s daughter. Her 
pedigree, in other words, is “extraordinary.” Her life is about to 
get even more interesting. 


PART 1, CHAPTER 6 


Though the building looks nondescript, the Chinese Athletic 
Association in Hong Kong has an eight-year waiting list for 
membership and is only open to the best families. The Cheng 
family has lunch there on Sundays without fail. Dr. Malcolm 
Cheng, the patriarch and the most famous heart surgeon in 
Asia, arrives in his chauffeured car and wearing custom gloves 
(he must protect his hands, even from the toll of driving). His 
wife, Alexandra “Alix” Cheng, takes a taxi. She’s the one who 
earned the family fortune flipping Hong Kong properties; the 
family had one of the largest real estate portfolios in Hong 
Kong by the mid-aughts. 
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Here, Laurent sets up a dichotomy that the novel returns to many 
times: the difference between the “Mainland Chinese’ and the 
“Overseas Chinese.” The implication is that Astrid and her family are 
Overseas Chinese and that they are thus unbelievably wealthy. To 
make this point, Isabelle compares the Leongs to Bernard Arnault, 
the richest man in the world and owner of the luxury goods 
conglomerate LVMH (which oversees brands like Tiffany & Co. and 
Dior). If the Leongs live in such a lavish way that the Arnaults “look 
like peasants” in comparison, then the Leongs must be 
unfathomably wealthy. 
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Once again, money saves one of the novel’s Asian characters from 
suffering more racism: it’s implied that Marie-Héléne only 
approaches Astrid because Astrid suddenly seems like someone 
worth associating with. That is, Astrid’s worth, as far as someone 
like Marie-Hélène is concerned, is tied only to her money. However, 
the narration implies that Astrid is not actually used to this kind of 
treatment, or even to everyone knowing who she is. This develops 
Astrid as someone who might be rich, but who's also down-to-earth 
and humble. Then, the book name-drops James and Su Yi like 
readers are supposed to know who they are. Readers, of course, 
don't yet know who they are, but this gives the impression that they 
are wildly important. 
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Given the Chinese Athletic Association's long waitlist, the fact that 
the Chengs belong to the Association suggests that they must be 
one of the “best families.” As the chapter progresses, and as readers 
get a look at the Chengs, this invites them to consider what, exactly, 
makes a family one of “the best.” Money certainly contributes; the 
family’s real estate portfolio seems to have pushed the family into 
ultrawealthy territory. However, Dr. Cheng in particular looks 
absurd—is driving really so rough on a person’s hands? Or is this just 
an example of wealth leading to behavior that seems odd and funny 
to someone who’s not wealthy enough to hire a driver? 
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Sunday lunch is Malcolm and Alexandra’s time to inspect their 
children. There's Alistair, who's dating a soap-opera star named 
Kitty Pong (whatever she says, the family suspects she’s not 
actually from “a good Taiwanese family”). Cecelia, a stay-at- 
home mom, spends more time riding on the international 
equestrian circuit than raising her son. Eddie, the supposedly 
perfect eldest son, married well-connected Fiona Tung, has 
three perfect children, and is a star in private banking—but he 
spends too much time with Mainland Chinese billionaires. 
Eddie is the last to arrive to today’s lunch, which is very 
important to Alexandra: the family must plan their family trip to 
Singapore to the Khoo wedding. 


As usual, Eddie is on his phone and when he hangs up, he 
announces that the family is going to borrow his friend Leo’s 
private jet to fly to the wedding. Fiona notes that this is 
presumptuous and also, what happens if there’s an accident 
and the entire family is on the same plane? Eddie says they'll 
take multiple trips, but Alistair notices he doesn’t say when 
Kitty will fly over. Alexandra decides to worry about Alistair’s 
dating choices later and says they can't take a private plane. 
What will people think? Enraged, Eddie shouts that their family 
is royalty. His kids are used to seeing him lose his temper at 
home, but never in front of their grandparents. After a few 
more minutes of arguing, Eddie imperiously stomps off. His 
family is relieved to see him go. 


PART 1, CHAPTER 7 


After a few days of sleuthing, Eleanor discovers that Nick is 
dating a girl from the Taipei Plastics Chu family, and that the 
information is true because it came from Cassandra Shang, 
ick’s second cousin who is nicknamed “Radio One Asia” for 
good reason. It isn’t surprising Nick has a girlfriend (he’s the 
most eligible bachelor in Singapore), but it disturbs Eleanor 
that it took her this long to find out about Rachel. Further, 
Rachel’s existence is concerning because Eleanor has a theory: 
marriage is just about timing, and whichever woman aman 
happens to be dating when the right time rolls around is “the 
one.’ Nick is in his early 30s, which is when men in the family 
tend to marry. Eleanor knows nothing about the Taipei Plastics 
Chus, save that they're new money. But how established are 
they, and what will Rachel inherit? 
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As the narrator gives a rundown of the Cheng children, it seems 
questionable whether the family is the “best.” Alexandra, at least, 
seems to take issue with many of her children’s choices and 
attitudes, from Cecelia’s absence from her son’s life to Eddie’s 
association with Mainland Chinese billionaires. This detail about 
Eddie's friends adds more context to Laurent’s explanation in the 
previous chapter, as it implies that the Mainland Chinese aren't 
considered as “good” as an old-guard family like the Chengs. 
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It reads as absurd when Fiona asks what happens if a plane crash 
kills the entire family. Plane crashes are exceedingly rare, for one, so 
asking this highlights the family’s focus on protecting and preserving 
its wealth and legacy—something they can't do if they all die 
suddenly. Seeing Eddie trying to convince his family to borrow Leo's 
plane, though, suggests that Eddie hasn't changed at all since he 
was a teenager in the prologue. He yearns to be rich and powerful, 
like Leo and Leo’s dad. But though Eddie’s family is presumably even 
wealthier than Leo’s (given that the Chengs are old money), Eddie 
still sees his family as inferior. 
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The novel hasn't yet offered any indication as to whether Rachel is 
actually a Taipei Plastics Chu—though it seems unlikely, as that 
would mean Rachel and her family are close to being part of 
Eleanor’s social circle. Given Rachel's naivety about what she’s 
going to encounter in Singapore, it seems unlikely that she has had 
any experience with “crazy rich Asians.” This passage also sets up 
how important Nick’s future is to Eleanor, and that she feels entitled 
to meddle with Nick’s romantic choices. What Nick wants, then, 
isn't as important as whether he's making a choice that pleases his 
mother. 
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It’s time to call Nick. Eleanor uses her long-distance discount 
calling card (“old-money Chinese” hate “wasting” money on 
long-distance calls) to call and leave a voicemail. She then 
immediately calls Astrid, who groggily explains to her aunt that 
she’s in Paris and it’s the middle of the night. They chat about 
how luxury brands like Luis Vuitton still make Asian tourists 
wait in line to shop, which reminds Eleanor of how Japanese 
soldiers made the Chinese beg for scraps during the 
occupation. 


Eleanor begins asking about Nick and his new girlfriend, for 
whom she'd like to throw a party. Astrid believes Nick has told 
Eleanor about Rachel and seems to have gotten his mom to 
accept his girlfriend, so she answers her aunt’s questions: 
Rachel hasn't really spoken about her family in Taiwan, but she’s 
an up-and-coming economics professor who attended 
Stanford. Eleanor is privately aghast—clearly, this girlfriend is a 
conniving older woman who couldn't get into Harvard. Astrid 
drops Rachel’s name (Eleanor hadn't heard her first name yet) 
and tells Eleanor how to spell Chu; Eleanor says she’s getting a 
cake made with Rachel’s name on it. After discussing Eleanor 
and Philip's new luxury apartment (which Eleanor describes as 
a “small pigeonhole”) and Astrid’s parents’ new property 
acquisitions, Eleanor hangs up, thrilled with her discoveries. 


PART 1, CHAPTER 8 


As Rachel is packing for their trip, Nick nonchalantly shares 
that he’s only just told his parents that she exists and is coming 
to Singapore with him. Rachel is shocked and doesn't 
understand Nick’s explanation: he tries to keep “clear 
boundaries between [his] personal life and [his] family life?” He 
notes that Rachel and Kerry have a special relationship; he and 
his parents don't talk about feelings at a 
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This passage encourages readers to laugh at Eleanor for being so 
absurdly stingy with her money. She's part of an elite circle of 
Singaporeans, so it’s ridiculous that she goes to such lengths to 
make cheaper long-distance phone calls when she could no doubt 
afford to call Nick and Astrid whenever and however she wants. Her 
comment comparing Asian tourists to starving Chinese people 
during World War II is also humorous, though it touches darkly on 
racism and bigotry. It may be racist that luxury brands make only 
Asian tourists wait in line to shop, but waiting in line to spend 
thousands of dollars isn’t the same as begging for food from an 
occupying military force. That Eleanor sees the two as equivalent 
speaks to her privilege. 
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Readers may infer that Rachel hasn't spoken about any Taiwanese 
family because her family isn’t actually from Taiwan—thus, the 
information Eleanor got from Cassandra is incorrect. As Eleanor 
reacts to Astrid’s information, it becomes clear that Eleanor is wildly 
judgmental. She seems to expect economist Rachel to be after Nick 
for his money, when the implication is that Rachel has no idea Nick 
is as wealthy as he is. Being an economist, that is, doesn’t actually 
mean Rachel is money-hungry. Eleanor then downplays her wealth 
again by describing her new apartment as a “small pigeonhole,” 
showing she has a flair for using language that suggests she’s poor 
and downtrodden—when, in reality, she’s anything but. 
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Rachel is already struggling with the differences between her family 
culture and Nick’s, and she hasn't left for Singapore yet. This 
suggests she'll continue to struggle with this going forward. Having 
gotten a look into Eleanor’s mind, readers may understand why 
Nick doesn’t have a close relationship with his mom. His “family life” 
isn’t welcoming or supportive, aside from Astrid—rather, it’s 
controlling. 
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Nick knows he messed up with Eleanor. When he called her to 
tell her about Rachel, she asked where he was staying and 
where Rachel was staying after an ominous silence. This 
resulted in Nick consulting with his great-aunt Rosemary, who 
advised him to introduce Rachel to his parents on the first day 
over lunch, then ask Ah Ma to invite Rachel to the customary 
Friday-night family dinner, after which Ah Ma will invite Rachel 
and Nick to stay with her. But if she doesn't, Rosemary told 
Nick they can stay with her. Nick doesn’t want to tell Rachel any 
of this and scare her, but she clearly needs a primer on his 
family. Astrid was right. 


ick has been trained from birth not to speak about his family, 
nd he struggles to explain them to Rachel. He says his family is 
g and can be overwhelming “to outsiders,’ but it’s your usual 
unch of obnoxious relatives. Everyone will love her, Nick 
ssures her. Rachel has never heard Nick speak so much about 
s family, but she still doesn’t get it. She and her mom are close, 
as Rachel spent her childhood doing homework in the back of 
whatever Chinese restaurant her mom got a job in. When 
Rachel called her mom recently to worry about this situation 
with Nick, Kerry told her that Overseas Chinese families are 
really traditional, and his family might be poor. Rachel also 
remembers telling her rich Singaporean college friend, Peik Lin, 
about Nick. Peik Lin hadn’t heard of the Youngs, and she knows 
all the wealthy families. 
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PART 1, CHAPTER 9 


Astrid gets home early enough to give three-year-old Cassian 
his bath and put him to bed before hiding all her couture 
clothes in the spare bedroom before Michael gets home. 
Michael seems so stressed these days, flying to China often to 
supervise his tech startup, Cloud Nine Solutions. Everything 
has to be perfect tonight, so she consults with the cook and 
chills some new Sauterne wines, his favorite. These activities 
seem normal to most, but Astrid’s friends and family would be 
aghast. As far as they’re concerned, she shouldn't be unpacking 
her own clothes or talking with her cook—she should be getting 
dressed to go out. But then again, Astrid has always defied 
expectations. Most girls in Astrid’s circle follow the same 
trajectory, from attending the same few elite girls’ schools in 
Singapore and college in England, to marrying in their mid-20s 
and having children. 
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Eleanor makes it clear to Nick that Rachel isn’t welcome to stay 
with her and Nick’s dad. This is a clear indicator that she feels 
entitled to insert herself into Nick’s romantic relationships. 
However, Nick does have some allies in his family, such as 
Rosemary. This offers some hope that Eleanor and her cruel 
scheming is an outlier, rather than exemplifying what the entire 
family is like. Nick is gradually realizing that Rachel is walking into a 
situation where people in his family are going to be unfriendly and 
perhaps cruel and rude, and it seems like he’s realizing how 
unwelcoming his family can be for the first time. 


In a few important ways, Nick makes the case that his family really 
isn't that different from anyone else’s—obnoxious relatives exist 
everywhere and aren't unique to a certain income bracket. However, 
notable here is that Nick suggests his family is overwhelming “to 
outsiders,” implying that Rachel is an outsider. This may be factually 
true; Rachel is a girlfriend, not a fiancée or a wife yet, and so she isn’t 
officially part of the family. But it also suggests that other people will 
see her as lesser and perhaps won't treat her as kindly due to that 
outsider status. Kerry also notes again that Rachel isn’t fully aware 
of traditional Chinese culture and so might be at a disadvantage in 
that regard, too. 
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A certain level of wealth, this passage shows, does mean that people 
live differently; the narrator implies that Astrid’s wealth should buy 
her the right to never have to think about food or menial tasks like 
unpacking her own shopping. This then begs the question of why 
Astrid is doing these things herself. The answer seems connected to 
Michael, as it appears that he’s not comfortable with extreme 
wealth—a discomfort hinted at by the fact that Astrid hides her 
purchases before he gets home. That there's an expected life path 
for girls like Astrid suggests there’s a similar path for boys; that is, 
the culture in general prioritizes following expectations rather than 
following one’s dreams or passions. 
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Astrid doesn't break rules, per se; she just makes her own. The 
rumors started when she was little and persisted into her teen 
years, as her frequent trips abroad resulted in a “precociously 
sophisticated sense of style” She failed her A levels and was 
sent to England for school, where she “lived in sin” with 
boyfriend Charlie Wu (son of a tech billionaire). She accepted 
his proposal when she was 22 but threw the “vulgar” 39-carat 
diamond solitaire ring into the snow. He didn’t look for it. 
Astrid’s parents couldn’t fathom such “shameless new money” 
marrying into the family, but the engagement ended nine days 
before the wedding when Astrid threw a Frosty in Charlie’s 
face on the street. “Social Singapore” followed all of this news 
ravenously. 


Astrid flew to Paris to cool off, but Singapore still talked: Astrid 
was attending fashion shows and was supposedly seeing 
married men. But all of these rumors were disproven when 
Astrid announced her engagement to Michael Teo, a middle- 
class nobody. Her parents decided it “could have been much 
worse,’ as Michael was handsome, a National Merit Scholar, an 
Armed Forces Elite Commando, and a trained computer 
systems specialist. They had a “very small? “private” 300-guest 
wedding, Michael started his own tech business, and they had 
Cassian. 


Back in the present, Michael gets home late. After dinner and 
two bottles of wine, he asks if Astrid bought more “thousand- 
dollar dresses.” Astrid denies it, but she isn’t technically 
lying—the dresses cost around $200,000 apiece. He drops the 
subject, they have sex, and Michael gets in the shower. When 
Astrid hears her phone ding, she picks it up and finds a 
perplexing text: “MISS U NSIDE ME,’ She thinks it’s a prank 
until she realizes it’s Michael’s phone. 


PART 1, CHAPTER 10 


Eddie is in Shanghai with his best friend Leo Ming, inspecting 
Leo's new luxe penthouse apartment. The closet, a 
2,000-square-foot hangar, puts Eddie over the edge. Leo 
explains that the closet is climate-controlled and different parts 
are kept at different temperatures and humidity to best 
preserve wool or leather. Pronouncing “pièce” like “peace,” he 
says the “piéce de résistance’ is his mirror, which is a computer 
that keeps track of every time he’s worn each garment so he 
never wears the same outfit twice. Eddie is ready to shove Leo’s 
face in the mirror—Leo always gets fancy things he doesn’t 
deserve. Eddie is so unlucky to have been born to parents who 
give him nothing. 
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It’s supposed to read as absolutely absurd that Astrid’s parents 
couldn't get on board with a billionaire like Charlie, who could afford 
to just abandon a 39-carat diamond, marrying in. This suggests that 
Rachel—who is maybe on the upper end of the middle class but is in 
no way wealthy—doesn’t stand a chance. But the fact that someone 
as wealthy as Astrid failed important tests and resorted to physical 
violence in her relationship does add some credence to Nick’s earlier 
assertion that his family is like any other. What sets them apart, 
though, is that when a member “messes up,” “Social Singapore’ is 
watching—and judging. 
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On paper, Michael sounds like an enviable partner. But again, 
Astrid’s family is part of such an elite circle that even someone with 
Michael's credentials is nowhere close to good enough. It’s then 
laughable that a 300-guest wedding was “very small” and “private,” 
as highlights that norms and expectations for Astrid’s family are 
dly different from other people's. All of this continues to suggest 
ie Rachel is in for a shock and shouldn't expect a warm welcome. 
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There were clearly things wrong with Michael and Astrid's marriage 
before Astrid discovers evidence that Michael is cheating—she feels 
she must hide her purchases from him. But while Astrid seems to 
have been able to ignore their problems before, this text is 
impossible for her to explain away. 


That Eddie is so angrily jealous of his supposed best friend suggests 
Eddie—and possibly other members of his family—don’t show their 
true colors to people’s faces. Losing his cool over Leo’s closet and 
mirror highlights how important dressing well is to Eddie; the 
narration implies that Eddie is eager to not wear the same thing 
twice and to have a mirror that will help him do that. However, Leo 
seems to be sincere when he pronounces “pièce” wrong. Knowing 
how to pronounce a French word like this commonly suggests 
someone is educated and worldly, implying that Leo is certainly rich 
but that he doesn’t have everything. It’s unclear, though, if Eddie 
picks up on Leo's mistake or whether this aside is just for readers. 
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The gossips all agree Eddie's life is enviable. His family is 
prestigious, he attended fancy schools, works at a prestigious 
bank, married pretty Fiona, and has three well-behaved 
children (though each of these things has its faults). Eddie and 
Fiona live in one of the fanciest buildings and own five parking 
spots, which five extremely fancy cars inhabit. He has houses 
abroad and a collection of expensive watches. Still, Eddie feels 
like he has nothing, since he doesn't have a plane, a crew for his 
yacht, or art by “dead American artists.” His parents unfairly 
insist he has to live off his earnings, and he won't inherit any 
money until he’s ancient since his parents are healthy and won't 
die for years. He keeps a spreadsheet to calculate his potential 
inheritance and no matter how he calculates things, he'll never 
make the “Hong Kong's Top Ten Richest” list. 


Eddie’s parents, to his mind, are wildly selfish. They bought him 
his first apartment, sure, but they don’t flaunt their wealth. 
alcolm Cheng rides in an outdated Rolls-Royce, while 
Alexandra could be great if she’d only stop being so miserly and 
move out of her flat. Eddie hates the flat, which is still 
decorated with clearance furniture from the 1980s and in 
which he had to share a room with his brother. He hates the 
family photographs and that his mother talks so much about 
her “happy memories of the flat”— Eddie has no happy 
memories of living there. Now, as he vows to one day have a 
closet cool enough to make Leo’s look quaint, he reminds 
himself he has something Leo can't buy: an invitation to the 
Khoo wedding. 


PART 1, CHAPTER 11 


Rachel is shocked and feels guilty when at the JFK airport, Nick 
reveals that they're flying first class to Singapore (he used 
frequent flyer miles, but what a sacrifice). A flight attendant 
leads them to a lavishly appointed private suite that can 
transition from a lounge room to a bedroom. Drinks in hand, 
Rachel and Nick joke that after flying in this kind of luxury, 
nothing else about the trip will be able to compare. 
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Eddie comes off as extremely entitled, since he seems to have 
everything a person could want—and yet it’s never enough. For 
instance, Eddie seems to imply there’s no point in owning a yacht if 
he doesn't employ a crew for it. More intriguing, though, is Eddie’s 
constant focus on his potential inheritance. This shows readers that 
for some people in Nick’s circle, family isn’t about love or 
support—it’s about money. Eddie, for instance, seems genuinely 
upset that his parents won't die soon; he cares way more about 
aie their money someday than he does about having a long, 
filling relationship with them. 
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Eddie's tone is shocking in its anger and entitlement. His focus is 
entirely on money and on wishing his parents weren't such 
embarrassments to him. While it’s not uncommon for children to 
find their parents embarrassing, though, Eddie's reasons are pretty 
unique to his financial situation. Still, Eddie has something to hold 
onto: because his family is in a higher circle of society than Leo's, 
they're invited to Colin Khoo’s wedding. This begins to show readers 
that the wedding is an important event for ultrawealthy circles in all 
of Asia, not just in Singapore. 
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Readers know that Nick is wealthy, so spending the frequent flyer 
miles on first-class tickets likely wasn’t a “sacrifice” at all. Still, it’s 
concerning that he lets Rachel think it was—it suggests, once again, 
that Rachel is in for a shock when she arrives in Singapore and 
learns how wealthy Nick is. 
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The narrator steps back to the fall of 2008, when Rachel’s 
colleague, Sylvia Wong-Swartz, bursts into the faculty lounge 
and announces that she just met Rachel’s future husband, 
icholas Young. Rachel doesn't take Sylvia seriously, especially 
when Sylvia says this guy is Asian—Rachel hasn't had good luck 
dating Asian men. Still, she allows Sylvia to drag her along to a 
bar to meet Nick that night. Unfortunately, Nick seems way 
more interested in Sylvia, who's married. But as Nick and Sylvia 
chat, Rachel muses that Nick doesn’t behave like other Asian 
guys: he isn't assessing her body or her family, and he’s not 
trying to show off. In fact, he’s charming. So charming that 
when Sylvia heads home to her husband, Rachel and Nick stay 
for more drinks. He’s the first man Rachel could ever imagine 
marrying. 


PART 1, CHAPTER 12 


When Astrid and Michael enter the formal dining room at the 
Colonial Club (dressed in an orange flapper dress and acrisp 
suit respectively), the Leong’s guest Mavis Oon remarks on 
“the golden couple.” Astrid apologizes for being late as Mavis 
pats Astrid’s cheeks and gushes over her. Astrid’s father Harry 
Leong, meanwhile, beckons to Michael, hands him a MacBook 
Air, and curtly tells Michael the Wi-Fi is broken. As Michael 
returns to his seat, Astrid’s brother Henry asks Michael to stop 
by over the weekend to repair his son’s Xbox. Astrid’s siblings 
tell Mavis that Michael is “good with gadgets,” and Astrid 
explains that he was in the military and in charge of ballistics. 
Smiling tightly, Michael remembers wishing he could eat here 
as a teenager. Now he has to endure five hours of insufferable 
food and conversation, and he wishes he were anywhere else. 


Astrid sees Michael’s expression and wonders if he wishes he 
was somewhere else—or with someone else. She’s been trying 
to figure out what Michael is up to, calling him at random times 
and sneakily checking his texts. She had success for the first 
time today, when she found a receipt from the fanciest French 
restaurant in Hong Kong in his wallet. It was obviously for 
dinner for two. Normally, Michael would refuse to eat 
someplace like that, and his company wouldn't fund such a 
meal. Astrid imagines his romantic dinner with his lover and 
wants to shove the receipt in his face—but she knows it’s better 
to forget about it. It’s essential to preserve their “picture- 
perfect life.” 
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It’s worth noting that, while Eddie and Nick are cousins and are 
implied to be part of the same ultrawealthy circle in Asia, they 
behave totally differently. While Eddie’s entire reason for living 
seems to be showing off his wealth, Nick hides how well-off his 
family is. And Nick is charming and generous, while Eddie is selfish 
and grating. This makes it clear that the ultrawealthy Asian people 
Rachel is about to encounter don't all share the same goals and 
prejudices; while some will no doubt be more like Eddie and will 
therefore scorn Rachel, there are bound to be some who, like Nick, 
generously accept her. 
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The way that Astrid’s family treats Michael is shocking in its 
unthinking cruelty: Michael is certainly more than his ability to 
troubleshoot internet connections and gaming systems, and yet, 
that seems to be all that Astrid’s family talks to him about. And as 
the narrator dips into Michael's perspective, readers learn how 
wildly unhappy he is about being treated like tech support and 
forced to suffer through a dinner he doesn't want to attend. Thus, 
it’s interesting that Mavis refers to Astrid and Michael as “the 
golden couple’—it drives home that nobody outside of Astrid and 
Michael have any idea how strained their marriage is. 


Though Astrid fully understands Michael isn’t happy here, it’s odd 
that she thinks it’s just because he’s missing his mistress; that is, she 
seems to not realize how hurtful it is that her dad and brother treat 
Michael rather dismissively. So, Michael may be cheating, and that’s 
certainly causing Astrid grief, but her firm belief that she has to 
make their life look “picture-perfect” means that she’s unwilling to 
address any of their problems. 
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PART 1, CHAPTER 13 


Philip is fishing off the dock that stretches from his waterfront 
lawn when his wife, Eleanor, calls. She's hysterical, as the 
private investigator she hired just got her the details on Rachel 
Chu (she has to remind Philip that Rachel is Nick’s secret 
girlfriend). Philip really doesn’t want to have this conversation, 
but Eleanor persists: Rachel isn't a Taipei Plastics Chu. She's not 
even American-born Chinese: she was born in Mainland China 
and her mother took her to the U.S. when she was an infant. 
There's no record of a father, so her mother must be divorced. 
Rachel’s family are, in other words, “PEASANTS!” and Rachel is 
a “gold digger.” Philip insists he doesn’t care what people will 
think of Rachel, and who cares if Nick proposes? This kind of 
hysteria is exactly why he spends his time in Australia. 


At the next Bible study luncheon, as Carol’s friends organize 
her black pearls by color grade, Eleanor laments that Nick is 
going to stay with “that girl” in a hotel. Nadine is privately 
thrilled that something might take the Youngs down a peg, so 
she suggests that maybe Nick and Rachel already eloped. Daisy 
laments that kids never behave, and the women discuss how 
ABC women are all intent on “sink[ing] their claws into our 
men’ and stealing their fortunes. Carol notes that at least Nick 
is “a good boy,’ unlike her son Bernard. 


Lorena has a bombshell for Eleanor: her investigation into 
Rachel turned up someone with “very valuable” intel on Rachel 
and a source in Shenzhen. The women decide to go to 
Shenzhen next week, when Rachel is supposed to arrive: that 
way, Eleanor won't have to see the girl, they can meet this 
source, and they can shop and visit spas. They can even borrow 
Carol’s plane. 


Philip is just as wildly wealthy and privileged as his wife—he takes 
this call from his waterfront lawn in Australia, after all. And yet, 
Philip seems far more down-to-earth than Eleanor, which makes 
Eleanor seem even more rabid in comparison. It’s humorous when 
Eleanor lays out her logic that concludes that Rachel is a 
“PEASANTT[],” but it’s also ominous and heartless. Essentially, 
Eleanor concludes that because Rachel is a middle-class Chinese 
immigrant who grew up in America, her whole goal must be to steal 
Nick’s fortune. Eleanor seems, like Eddie, to be really intent on 
protecting and amassing wealth—and so such a person, it seems, 
cannot be allowed into the family. 
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That Carol has enough black pearls to organize by color is absurd, 
and asking her friends to do it may be a way of showing off. Indeed, 
it seems like the women are friends, but they're also rivals—Nadine, 
at least, seems to be overtly trying to pester Eleanor and make 
Eleanor even more anxious. And the lament that American-born 
Chinese women are trying to steal Singaporean fortunes confirms 
that, as families like these see it, the whole point of family is to 
consolidate and protect wealth. Letting in “outsiders” like Rachel is a 
liability. 
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Recall that Eleanor already hired a private investigator to look into 
Rachel. That she and Lorena are doing this reinforces again that 
they can't let just anyone into the family. All possible spouses will be 
heavily vetted, even if the vetting process entails invading Rachel's 
privacy. Eleanor and her friends see Rachel as subhuman, though, 
and thus have no thought for how their prying could offend or hurt, 
depending on what they find. 


PART 1, CHAPTER 14 


Rachel and Nick land in Singapore and exit customs to find 
Colin Khoo and his fiancée, Araminta, waiting for them. After 
introductions, Colin leads them outside to two silver Land 
Rovers. They pile luggage in one, climb into the other, and 
decide to find a place to eat. After some arguing over where to 
go (which Araminta explains is Singapore’s “national pastime’), 
they decide to go to a hawker center for satay. They order a 
number of dishes and find a table, and Rachel delights in trying 
the rich, flavorful food. 
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Hawker centers are common in Singapore; they're outdoor dining 
centers with lots of food stalls featuring vendors who usually only 
cook one thing. Recall that earlier, Eddie implied that Colin and 
Araminta’s wedding is a huge deal. Colin and Araminta, though, 
read as perfectly normal and delightful people, suggesting 
that—other than Eddie—Nick’s generation is perhaps more 
welcoming to lower-class people like Rachel. 
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As the conversation progresses, Colin says he’s thrilled that 


Rachel laughs, and Araminta explains that Eleanor s 
seriously. Rachel looks nervous, but Colin says this i 


invites Rachel to hers. Nick is thrilled 
well and looks so happy. Rachel says this is amazing 
doesn't want to leave—and Nick is so busy smiling h 
the meaningful look Colin and Araminta share. 


PART 1, CHAPTER 15 


Astrid is in need of a pick-me-up, so she visits her fri 


ick’s “mommie dearest” is away—it means he gets to spend 
more time with Nick, and lucky Rachel doesn’t have to deal with 
Eleanor. Araminta shares that she ran into Eleanor the other 
day, and Eleanor told her to stop going into the sun or she “will 
be so black people will think [she is] Malay.’ Everyone but 


aid that 
s perfect. 


ick has to come to his bachelor party anyway, and Araminta 
that Rachel is fitting in so 


and she 
e misses 


end 


Stephen. Stephen owns a small jewelry shop and has an eye for 


gemstones, but his claim to fame is “absolute discre 
Hidden behind a stark front room is a velvet-panele 
where Astrid can curl up, drink soda, and gossip wit 


tion.” 
d chamber 
h Stephen 


while he shows her jewelry. They met years ago in Paris, when 


Stephen was apprenticing there, and became instan 


t friends. 


Now, Stephen is very good at judging his clients’ moods—but 
he’s never seen Astrid like this before. She’s clearly upset. 


As Stephen i 


s showing Astrid some bracelets, he asks if she 


The novel’s third-person narration has allowed readers to see just 
how wildly rude and prejudiced Eleanor is—but this conversation is 
really the first time Rachel hears anything about Nick's mother from 
anyone other than Nick. Colin, Araminta, and Nick’s laughter at 
such an absurdly bigoted quip suggests that it’s not unusual for 
Eleanor to say things like this. She’s known, in other words, for being 
opinionated and for being able to say exactly what she wants to 
people—even if what she says is racist or otherwise cruel. 
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Astrid and her family, recall, are fanatical about preserving privacy. 
Thus, it makes sense that she'd befriend a jewelry dealer who 
promises ‘absolute discretion.” That Stephen has no idea what is 
going on with Astrid highlights that she’s in uncharted territory; she 
has no idea how to process Michael's infidelity. Given how 
uncomfortable Michael seems with wealth, though, it’s unlikely that 
buying a bunch of jewelry is going to help her marriage, even if it 
feels like retail therapy to Astrid. 
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Though Stephen and Astrid are friends, note that Astrid seems 


liked the charm bracelet Michael bought her for her birthday. 
Astrid is confused (Michael knows not to buy her jewelry, and 
her birthday isn’t until late summer), but she plays along and 
says it was lovely. Her mind, though, is racing—is Michael really 
buying another woman jewelry from her friend? Privately, 
Stephen can't imagine Astrid liked the bracelet, which had 
teddy bear charms, but he thought Michael’s effort was sweet. 
And what’s up with Astrid? She’s already bought three things 
and is seriously considering a pair of ridiculous 49-carat 

unzite earrings, and she’s only barely answering his questions 
about what she’s going to wear to the Khoo wedding. She’s not 
the sort to spend a million dollars this fast. But all Astrid can 
think of is jewelry Michael bought hanging on another woman’s 
wrist. 
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wholly unwill 
All she allows 


ing to confide in Stephen and seek support from him. 
him to offer her is retail therapy, and this is likely due 


to Astrid’s intensely private nature. Being so private, though, means 


that Astrid is 
and she seem 
seems to thin 


eft to deal with her emotions and fears all on her own, 
s to be doing a poor job of that. For his part, Stephen 
at this point that things are fine between Astrid and 
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Michael. Astrid doesn’t seem like the sort to appreciate a bracelet 
with teddy bears, and Stephen knows this, but he thinks she'll be 
swayed by the gesture—when Astrid’s inner monologue suggests she 
would in no way appreciate Michael buying her jewelry of any sort. 
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Astrid decides to get the kunzite earrings too and asks if she 
can take the cufflinks that belonged to Clark Gable today. 
Stephen says she can take it all and goes to get boxes, 
remembering that the last time Astrid spent like this, she'd just 
broken up with Charlie Wu. Minutes later, Astrid gets into her 
car and opens up the box with the cufflinks. She tries to tell 
herself that lots of men, even Clark Gable, cheat and have 
mistresses. Michael’s transgression surely wasn't serious, and 
lots of women have to put up with worse. Michael will love the 
cufflinks, he won't be mad about the expense, and he'll still love 
her. It feels like Astrid’s life is over. She can't believe this is 
happening to her. 


PART 1, CHAPTER 16 


Rachel wakes up early the next morning and admires the 
elegant suite she and Nick are in, as well as the pool. Then, she 
contacts her friend Goh Peik Lin about getting together. Right 
at noon, Peik Lin shows up at the hotel dressed in designer 


clothes that show off her curves. After Nick tells them goodbye, 


Peik Lin shows Rachel to her big, gold BMW and says that 
Rachel’s casual outfit is fine—they’re going to her parents’ 
house for “traditional home cooking,” and her parents are “so 
casual.” As they drive, Peik Lin points out the major shopping 
area, and Rachel remembers how, in college, Peik Lin bought a 
Porsche convertible since they were “such a bargain” in the U.S. 
and showered Rachel with fancy meals and spa days. Peik Lin is 
rich, but she has never been snobby about it. 


Peik Lin tells Rachel about the booming housing market and the 
flats she just purchased for 2.1 million (a deal, since her family 
built them) and will sell soon for four million. There’s no risk of 
the market collapsing, Peik Lin explains, because the demand is 
real: rich folks from Mainland China want to be here, in the 
most stable country in the region. The car reaches a tightly- 
packed suburban neighborhood, one of the few developments 
like it in Singapore. They reach a gated mansion named Villa 
d'Oro, which is decorated to look like Versailles. It'd only be 
worth three million in the U.S., but here, Peik Lin notes, it’s 
worth 30 million—and the house (which her parents built a few 
years ago) is considered a teardown. 
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Having so much money at her disposal has perhaps warped Astrid’s 
understanding of how to cultivate a healthy relationship. She 
purchased the cufflinks seemingly to try to buy Michael's love and 
fidelity—but Michael doesn’t care about money and, again, Astrid’s 
inner monologue makes it really clear that he wouldn't appreciate 
the gesture. Money has perhaps taken over as the primary language 
in Astrid and Michael's marriage, and this keeps them from speaking 
honestly. 


© © 


Peik Lin's total lack of snobbishness is refreshing after Eleanor’s 
cruel prejudice—Peik Lin is wearing expensive clothes and has an 
expensive car, but she also accepts Rachel exactly as she is. In this 
passage, that's especially true when it comes to Rachel's clothes; 
Peik Lin doesn’t make Rachel feel like she has to wear designer 
clothing to fit in. However, it remains to be seen what “traditional 
home cooking” means, and what being “casual” entails in Peik Lin’s 
mind. Her idea of a casual family meal, in other words, is likely 
pretty different than Rachel's. 
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Here, readers get a brief look at what housing in Singapore is like. 
Only a tiny percentage of available housing is single-family, like Villa 
d'Oro; most people live in flats like the ones Peik Lin just purchased. 
So, simply owning a detached single-family house shows that the 
Goh family is extremely wealthy. Peik Lin also reveals that Singapore 
experiences a pretty constant influx of rich Mainland Chinese 
people. This may contribute to Eleanor and her ilk’s bigotry towards 
the Mainland Chinese population, as Eleanor may see their arrival 
diluting her power. 
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An Indonesian maid in a frilly French maid’s uniform shows Peik 
Lin and Rachel into the foyer, which features marble floors and 
a 40-foot high replica of Fragonard’s painting The Swing. Peik 
Lin leads Rachel into her mom’s recreation of the Hall of 

irrors at Versailles, which makes Rachel’s eyes widen: the 
room and its furnishings are all gold, and there’s a pond in the 
center housing baby sharks. Just then, Peik Lin’s mom and her 
three Pekingese (Astor, Trump, and Vanderbilt) enter, and Peik 
Lin’s mom crushes Rachel in a hug and asks Rachel to call her 
Auntie Neena. The woman grabs Rachel’s wrist (Rachel notices 
the enormous yellow diamond on her hand) and drags Rachel 
to the dining room, where the entire Goh family is seated 
around a giant table. 


Rachel meets Peik Lin’s brothers, PT. and Peik Wing; Peik 
Wing’s wife, Sheryl, and their daughters (who are eating 
chicken nuggets off gold-rimmed plates); and Peik Ling’s father, 
who insists Rachel call him Uncle Wye Mun. Neena insists the 
dozen platters on the table are just a “simple lunch” and “simple 
food” and urges Rachel to eat. When Peik Lin’s nieces ask to be 
excused without finishing their nuggets, Neena tells them to 
eat—‘there are children starving in America.” Over lunch, 
Rachel and Wye Mun discuss the Goh family’s business, and 
then Peik Lin’s parents ask about Rachel’s boyfriend and the 
wedding she and Nick are attending. Neena screeches when 
she hears Rachel is attending Colin Khoo’s wedding—it’s the 
biggest social event of the year, and the bride and groom are 
from two of the richest and most influential families in Asia. 


The Goh family members ask Rachel about meeting Colin and 
Araminta; Sheryl wants to know what Araminta was wearing. 
Peik Lin explains that Rachel and Nick are staying at the hotel 
that Colin's family owns. Then, Uncle Wye Mun and Auntie 
Neena try to figure out who Nicholas Young is. Rachel doesn’t 
know what primary school he went to, and nobody recognizes 
his name. Wye Mun tells Rachel to figure out what Nick’s dad’s 
name is, because then they'll know if he’s from a “good” family 
or not. Rachel says it doesn’t matter to her, but Wye Mun 
insists he must make sure Nick is good enough for Rachel. 
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It’s perhaps a bit surprising to see a Singaporean house decked out 
in such an obvious French style, but this points to the relationship 
between Singaporeans and Europe: embracing European styles is 
one way wealthy families like the Gohs can signal their wealth and 
culture. The sheer amount of gold inherent to this style of 
decorating is also no doubt a draw—it's expensive, and it’s an easy 
shorthand for opulence. The Pekingese, meanwhile, are named after 
American developers, a nod to the Gohs’ property development 
business. 
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As expected, “casual” “traditional home cooking” isn't at all what 
Rachel thought it would be. This food was prepared by a chef, and 
yet this seems normal for the Gohs. This passage mainly plays this 
for laughs, particularly when Neena notes that there are children 
starving in America. The classic American line is that there are 
children starving in Africa, so seeing this turned around on 
Americans is intended to be shocking and a bit uncomfortable. This 
allows readers to empathize more with Rachel as she experiences 
the culture shock firsthand. It’s therefore a shock to hear that Colin 
and Araminta’s wedding is the hugest social event of the year, as 
this is another indicator to Rachel that she’s wading into a social 
(and economic) scene she’s in no way prepared for. 
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Again, Rachel has to face how little she actually knows about Nick, 
his family, and his upbringing. He has purposefully omitted this 
information to avoid alienating Rachel, but now it begins to feel a 
bit more like he made a mistake by keeping his wealth a secret. Wye 
Mun, like the Youngs, believes it’s important to make a socially 
acceptable match, which is why she insists on vetting Rachel. 
Rachel, for her part, doesn’t care because she’s been raised to think 
of marriage in terms of love and support, not as a way to 
consolidate money or to cement one’s social standing. 
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ick slides into his seat across from Colin and apologizes for 

is late arrival; he had to stop and see his Ah Ma first. Colin 
doesn't look up as Nick says the tuxes are here from London, 
and it becomes clear to Nick that Colin is having a down day. 
ost people see Colin as “Asia's billionaire bachelor jock,’ but 
he and Nick have been friends since childhood. So, Nick is one 
of the few who knows Colin suffers from severe anxiety and 
depression, and Colin unloads his pain on Nick every time they 
see each other. After Nick orders, Colin moans that Nick has 
the privilege to make choices, unlike him—it’s good Colin wants 
to marry Araminta, but he almost wants to kidnap Araminta and 
get married in Nevada to avoid the coming “Broadway 
production. 


— 


Changing the subject, Colin says he really liked Rachel and was 
thrilled Araminta was so unusually nice to Rachel. Everyone, he 
says, is talking about when Nick and Rachel will get married. 
ick insists he’s not thinking about marriage, but he is planning 
to introduce Rachel to Ah Ma tonight. Colin points out that 
things will change forever after Rachel visits Ah Ma: Nick will 
no longer be just another professor trying to get tenure. Nick 
argues, pointing out that Colin has always known he'll inherit 
the Khoo organization, while the Youngs don’t have a family 
business and he hasn't inherited a bunch of money like Astrid. 
Colin points out that Nick is still a Young—and the only male 
Young of his generation. Ah Ma loves Nick best, and she 
controls the family fortune. 


This talk makes Nick wildly uncomfortable, as he’s been trained 
not to talk about his wealth. He and Colin argue more, and Nick 
insists that, in any case, Rachel doesn’t care about money. He 
has to worry more about his family, since Eleanor left the 
country and Rosemary had to convince Ah Ma to invite Rachel 
tonight. Colin warns Nick to be careful of people outside his 
family: “every girl of marriageable age on the island and their 
mothers” will try to break him and Rachel up. Now that Colin is 
getting married, Nick is officially the most eligible bachelor. 
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They might be extremely wealthy (and Colin is definitely famous), 
but this passage reminds readers that Nick and Colin are people like 
anyone else, with very human problems like clinical anxiety and 
depression. Colin also makes the case that the wedding is intended 
to broadcast his and Araminta’s wealth and status to the world. 
That is, it’s less about their relationship and their love and more 
about the spectacle. To this end, he also implies that he may have 
been pushed into a marriage even if he didn’t like his future spouse, 
just so his (and his future wife's) family could show off. 
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Colin makes some good points here, but Nick misses (and Colin 
doesn’t explicitly say) that Nick’s family is essentially a business in 
and of itself. So, Nick’s “job,” so to say, is to marry an appropriate 
partner and carry on the family line, preserving the Young family’s 
wealth and status in the process. This is, importantly, totally 
separate from Nick's actual job as a professor, suggesting that Nick’s 
family perhaps isn’t as supportive of the things that actually bring 
him joy (including Rachel) as he thinks. Nick’s behavior seems to 
support this reading, as he comes off as totally unaware that family 
members, like Eleanor, are already conspiring against Rachel. 
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On some level, Nick is beginning to understand that his family is not 
ready to welcome Rachel with open arms. He has allies, to be sure, 
but Eleanor and Ah Ma—who seem like they lead the family—aren't 
on board. Colin introduces another snag to Nick’s planned idyllic 
summer with Rachel when he mentions that other girls in Singapore 
and their moms will see Rachel as a threat. This highlights that 
marriage is something that confers status, and marrying Nick will be 
an achievement for whoever manages to do so. 
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After Auntie Neena gives Rachel the full tour of Villa d’Oro, 
Rachel and Peik Lin return to the hotel for afternoon high tea. 
Over tea and delightful pastries, Rachel and Peik Lin discuss 
Colin. Rachel is shocked that he acts so modest for as wealthy 
as his family is, citing that he wanted to eat at a hawker center. 
Peik Lin explains that everyone loves hawker centers, and in 
Asia, the wealthy try not to stand out. Her family is different; 
Peik Lin’s grandfather was a bricklayer from China and a self- 
made man. The Khoos are in another league, as they’re at the 
top of the Forbes “Asia Rich List,’ and those people always have 
more assets than what Forbes can verify. 


Rachel’s cell phone rings. It’s Nick, calling from his tux fitting to 
invite Rachel to family dinner at Ah Ma’s tonight. It'll just be 
some relatives, including Astrid. Peik Lin encourages Rachel to 
say yes. Then, Nick says that due to traffic, it'd be most 
convenient if Rachel would taxi to his grandmother's house 
(Peik Lin mouths that she'll drive Rachel). The address he gives 
is just “Tyersall Park,’ though he tells her to look for two white 
pillars behind the Botanic Gardens. Peik Lin is intrigued. 
However, she insists on making sure Rachel is dressed 
appropriately first. She and Rachel decide on Rachel’s brown 
linen dress and heeled sandals, to which Rachel adds a silver 
bracelet and her pearl earrings, the only expensive jewelry she 
owns. 


Peik Lin’s driver winds through back roads looking for Tyersall 
Avenue, but it doesn’t show up on his GPS. Peik Lin figures 
Nick’s grandma must live in a government housing complex. 
They finally turn onto the correct, overgrown street—and they 
come to the white pillars and a gate with a sign reading 
“Tyersall Park.’ An Indian guard politely waves them through, 
and Peik Lin’s driver turns to the girls in shock: that was a 
Gurkha, one of the deadliest soldiers in the world. The car 
reaches another gate, which more Gurkha guards wave them 
through. At the end of a long driveway lined with palm trees, 
Rachel and Peik Lin gasp: ahead is a palace with luxury 
European cars in the driveway. Nick is on the steps. Peik Lin 
says she doesn’t know who Nick’s family is, but “these people 
are richer than God.’ 
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Peik Lin is explicit here that wealthy folks in Singapore are normal in 
some big ways, such as in enjoying the same “national pastime” of 
frequenting hawker centers. Still, she acknowledges that there are 
differences between the ultrawealthy like Colin and Nick and the 
newly rich Mainland Chinese families like the Gohs. The Gohs and 
similar families don’t hide their wealth; the point is to stand out and 
flaunt the fact that they've made it. For the ultrawealthy, though, it’s 
essential to hide their true worth and seek out privacy. It’s also 
satisfying to note that Eddie isn't ever going to make the “Asia Rich 
List”; he won't ever be as wealthy as Colin. 
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It's an intriguing detail that Tyersall Park doesn’t have a standard 
street address. This implies that the house or apartment isn’t a part 
of the normal address system for some reason. Also, note that (for 
now) Peik Lin is perfectly happy to help make sure Rachel is dressed 
appropriately, in clothes and accessories that Rachel brought. This 
is one way Peik Lin shows Rachel respect; she demonstrates that 
she thinks Rachel's clothes are just fine as-is. More broadly, though, 
Rachel's clothes symbolize Rachel's status as a middle-class 
American: she wears inexpensive basics and only has one nice piece 
of jewelry. 
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Tyersall Park seems more intriguing by the minute. In addition to 
not having a standard address, it also doesn’t show up on 
GPS—which suggests that, perhaps, Tyersall Park and Ah Ma are 
simply above needing to adhere to standard address practices. This 
highlights Ah Ma’s power and her wealth, things that become 
apparent to Peik Lin as soon as she sees the building. Suggesting 
that the Youngs are “richer than God” indicates that Nick’s family 
aren't just powerful; they are power—in Singapore, at least, they’re 
the ones in control. 


© O 


Page 40 


All LitCharts 
PART 2, CHAPTER 1 


Michael calls Astrid to say he has to work late just as Cassian is 
being dressed. Astrid tries not to give away that she knows he's 
cheating, but he’s canceled every family dinner over the last 
few months. She tries to tempt Michael—Ah Ma’s tan hua 
flowers are blooming and she’s throwing a little party—but 
ichael declines. The small gatherings always turn out to be 
huge, with important people. He declines Astrid’s offer to ask 
the cook to get something ready for him, and they hang up. 

ichael used to be so gentle and kind—what happened? Still, 
Astrid is relieved to have confirmed that Michael is cheating. 
She's focusing on the bigger picture—that is, until she thinks 
too much about it and starts getting anxious and upset. 


Astrid decides to change her clothes and not let Michael ruin 
her night. She moves racks of clothes out of the spare bedroom 
which functions as her overflow closet) to peruse her options. 
Her and Michael’s apartment is too small, and most of her 
friends would be horrified by her living conditions. It’s a 
2,000-square-foot, three-bed, two-and-a-half-bath condo with 
a private balcony, but Astrid grew up in “palatial surroundings.’ 
Harry Leong had planned to commission a house for his 
daughter and son-in-law when they got married, but Michael 
insisted on living somewhere he could afford. Michael finally 
compromised and allowed Astrid and Harry to match his down 
payment to buy this condo, which kept them out of 
government-subsidized housing. It occurs to Astrid that she 
could’ve bought a house three times the size of the condo with 
the money she spent on the clothes in this room. 


ichael doesn’t know it, but Harry and Felicity Leong buy 
houses for their kids like the houses are nothing. Astrid had 
many properties by the time she married, in Singapore and 
abroad (recently, Felicity “pick[ed] up” a penthouse in Shanghai 
in which the mirrors log outfits). Still, Astrid knows that none of 
the properties are really hers until her parents pass, even if she 
gets to keep the income those properties earn. No matter how 
many couture dresses she buys, her accounts keep going up. 
Reminding herself of this, Astrid decides to wear some of her 
new “Paris treats” and her new earrings, and she asks Cassian’s 
nanny to change his clothes to match. 
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Astrid continues to fixate on Michael's infidelity while also refusing 
to be forthright about it with Michael. His reasoning for declining 
this invitation reveals again that he’s struggling to feel at home and 
welcome in Astrid’s ultrawealthy circle—a party isn’t fun or relaxing 
for him when it's so big, and when “important people” show up. Keep 
in mind that Astrid is likely attending “Friday night dinner,’ which is 
where Rachel is going tonight. This event seems, once again, that it’s 
going to be way more involved than Rachel expected, highlighting 
how different Nick's expectations and social circle are from 

Rachel's. 
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Having money and using it to buy fun, luxurious things are clearly 
important to Astrid. She seems to get a lot of joy out of her couture 
clothes, and the narration notes that she’s also used to having room 
to spread out wherever she lives. So, it’s again curious that she 
agreed to live in such a small condo, seemingly just to make Michael 
happy. While it’s possible to see it as a generous sacrifice on her 
part, it’s clearly not making her—or, for that matter, 
Michael—happy. Her money, in other words, is poisoning her 
marriage to Michael, even as she tries to pretend this isn’t what’s 
happening. 
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In another narrative jab toward Eddie, Felicity seems to have 
purchased a penthouse in the same building as Leo Ming—which, if 
Eddie were to find out about it, would no doubt enrage him. Unlike 
Eddie, though, Astrid has no reason to hope her parents die so she 
can inherit all their assets, as she’s already benefiting financially 
from their holdings. The Leongs may simply have instilled in Astrid a 
healthier relationship to money. 
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Nick opens the car door for Rachel and thanks Peik Lin for 
bringing her. Peik Lin desperately wants to get out and explore, 
but instead she asks if the house is Ah Ma’s and how long Ah 
Ma has lived here. Nick says Ah Ma has lived here since she was 
a child, and Peik Lin is desperate to ask who Nick’s 
grandmother is. But she leaves without asking. Rachel is 
obviously anxious, but Nick explains that Ah Ma is throwing a 
“small party” because her tan hua flowers are blooming. The 
rare flowers only bloom once per decade. He assures Rachel 
she’s not underdressed and escorts her into the house. There, 
he coaches her through rinsing her fingers in a bowl of 
rosewater, though it’s hard for Rachel not to get distracted by 
the intricate mosaic tile floor. 


ick steers Rachel toward the stairs, where an enormous 
stuffed tiger, posed in a pounce, frightens her. He shares that 
his great-grandfather supposedly shot it, and it used to frighten 
him too—he lived in this house until he was seven. Rachel 
insists this is a palace, not a house, as Nick leads her to the 
living room. But Rachel is again shocked—the room they enter 
isn’t really a living room. It runs the length of the house, with 
many seating areas, views of the grounds, and aman playing 
the grand piano for the guests. The furniture is teak and 
leather, and the walls are filigreed with silver and lapis lazuli. 
Rachel is afraid to touch anything, but the guests all seem at 
home. 


ick’s aunt Felicity approaches first, looking like a stereotypical 
Chinese matron. After curtly nodding at Rachel, Felicity hurries 
off to greet a woman in a stunning sari—Nick explains she has 
her saris flown to New Delhi for special cleaning. Next, Rachel 
meets Uncle Dickie and Auntie Nancy and has to awkwardly 
explain that her family isn’t from Taipei; her mom is from 
Guangdong and now lives in California. It’s again awkward 
when Nancy asks if Rachel knows her good friend Ann Getty, 
whom Rachel has to confirm is from the Getty Oil family. 
Rachel’s reaction shocks Nancy. Rachel meets many more of 
Nick’s relatives and important people, and then Nick 
introduces Rachel to a stately older woman whom Rachel 
mistakes for Ah Ma, but who is actually Great-aunt Rosemary. 
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Peik Lin is digging for any clues as to who Nick's family is, but it’s not 
clear if Nick is purposefully not being forthcoming with her. Note 
that like Astrid, Nick describes the night's festivities as a “small 
party,” even though it already seems like anything but. However, it 
also makes sense that this party would be “small” if Astrid’s “private” 
wedding was 300 people. When it comes to events, at least, Astrid 
and Nick operate on a totally different scale than other people. 
Further, both Nick and Astrid seem totally oblivious to how huge 
and overwhelming such a party might be for people like Michael and 
Rachel, who aren't used to such events. 
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The tiger continues to develop Tyersall Park’s symbolism: installed 
here in the entryway, it sends a pretty menacing message to guests 
that the house and its owners are extremely powerful and are not to 
be messed with. Rachel picks up on this immediately; Nick, however, 
is used to the tiger and, it seems, no longer understands how 
intimidating his family and their lifestyle are. Keep in mind how 
afraid and overwhelmed Rachel is as she takes in Tyersall Park for 
the first time—going forward, others will read her behavior 
differently. 
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Again, clothing signifies a person’s wealth and status: the woman 
whose saris fly to New Delhi to be specially cleaned reads as wildly 
wealthy, as it’s certainly not cheap to pay for this service. Dickie and 
Nancy greet Rachel expecting her to be wealthy and in the know 
about the rich and famous. However, while Ann Getty is a friend to 
Nancy, to Rachel, the Gettys are just a huge name in oil and have a 
museum (the Getty) in Los Angeles—they’re more a symbol of 
wealth than they are real people. This drives home her middle-class 
status. 
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Next, Nick leads Rachel to meet Ah Ma, a shrunken yet 
beautiful woman with two beautiful women standing behind 
her. Ah Ma thanks Rachel for coming and then turns away. 
Rachel is embarrassed and then shocked when Nick says the 
women behind Ah Ma are her ladies’ maids; the King of 
Thailand gifted Ah Ma a constant string of specially-trained 
Thai women to wait on her. Rachel is overwhelmed, but she’s 
thrilled when Astrid and Cassian appear behind her. Just then, 
a woman plays a xylophone by the stairs, signaling the start of 
dinner. Nick hugs the woman, whom he introduces as Ling 
Cheh, the woman who raised him. In Cantonese, which Astrid 
translates for Rachel, Ling Cheh teases Nick about marrying 
Rachel. 


Nick leaves Rachel in the lavish dining room while he goes to go 
put Cassian to bed. Rachel helps herself to food from one of the 
many dishes on the buffet and another of Nick’s cousins, Oliver 
T’sien, appears behind her and introduces himself. He knows 
already where Rachel is from, and he notes that “the 
whispering gallery” is already talking about her. Oliver leads 
Rachel to start their own table, ignoring Dickie and Nancy’s 
attempts to call Rachel over. Cryptically, Oliver says his aunt 
and uncle are here to “spy for the opposition’—that is, the 
“team” that’s against Rachel. He also notes that they haven't 
historically been very nice to him. 


Then, Oliver explains how he’s related to Nick (they’re 
technically second cousins) and details the Young family tree. 
There are three branches, the Youngs, the Shangs (who are in 
England for the summer), and the T’siens. The three branches 
were “strategically bound together” decades ago, which 
consolidated and preserved the family fortune. Nick and Astrid 
join Rachel and Oliver, and Rachel is awed to learn that Astrid’s 
earrings cost around a half-million dollars. Oliver mentions 
having seen a man who looked shockingly like Michael walking 
with a little boy in Hong Kong; Astrid tries not to react. They 
discuss Oliver’s job as an Asian art and antiquities expert and 
how unfortunate it is that Ah Ma’s generation went for Art 
Deco stuff to try to look “modern and sophisticated.’ Now, 
there’s a movement to get all the museum-quality Chinese art 
that’s currently in Europe back to Asia. 


PART 2, CHAPTER 3 


Peik Lin bursts into her parents’ screening room and tells Wye 
un and Neena that she just came from Nick’s grandma’s 
house—and the house is huge and sits on at least 50 acres. She 
and Wye Mun try to find Tyersall Park on Google Earth, but it 
doesn't exist on the map. Wye Mun, a property developer for 
the last 40 years, is intrigued. He and Peik Lin decide to drive to 
the property, which from the road, looks uninhabited and just 
like it’s part of the neighboring Botanic Gardens. 
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It’s disconcerting for Rachel when Ah Ma greets and then dismisses 
her so curtly. It also seems totally beyond Rachel’s understanding 
that Ah Ma would have ladies’ maids, as such a thing feels like it’s 
right out of a period movie. It’s not just more traditional Chinese 
culture that’s tripping Rachel up: it’s the culture specific to these 
wealthy Singaporeans in Nick’s family. Ling Cheh, on the other hand, 
is far more welcoming and seems to see no issue with 
Rachel—which may be due to her status as an employee. 
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Oliver provides some comic relief with his playful veiled 
commentary, but he’s also the first person thus far to tell Rachel 
exactly what's going on—and to confirm that she’s not entirely 
welcome in Nick’s family. This is both comforting and unsettling for 
Rachel. It's comforting because she now understands why, for 
instance, Nancy and Dickie were so shocked by her not knowing the 
Gettys personally. But it’s unsettling because Rachel came for a nice 
vacation, not to get involved in fierce family drama. 
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Oliver's explanation helps Rachel and readers understand better 
how everyone is related. More importantly, though, he says outright 
why bringing these three branches together was so important: it 
preserves the family’s money. This is the first time that anyone in 
Nick’s family is explicit about seeing family as a means to protect 
wealth. By extension, then, family is not about supporting people’s 
personal desires—which helps explain why Eleanor is so upset about 
Rachel. Oliver also nods to the sometimes fraught relationship 
between Europe and Asia as he talks about his job. Owning 
European art used to be how Singaporeans signaled their wealth, 
but times have changed and it’s now considered acceptable to 
openly value Asian art. 


© 0 O 


Again, it’s an intriguing detail that Tyersall Park doesn’t show up on 
Google Earth. Given Peik Lin’s earlier assessment that the Youngs 
are “richer than God,’ this invites the possibility that they paid to 
keep their property off of a public forum. This way, the Youngs get to 
control how—or if—anyone interacts with them, further cementing 
their power. 
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Ling Cheh announces that the tan huas are blooming, so guests 
begin to move toward the conservatory. Nick takes Rachel a 
back way to the conservatory, which looks like it belongs in a 
oorish-style palace. He explains he wanted them to get here 
first so she could see it empty. Rachel insists Tyersall Park is a 
“dream,’ but Nick kisses her, saying that she, not Tyersall Park, 
is ‘the dream.’ Guests enter, and Rachel and Nick join them at 
the dessert buffet. Rachel then admires the tan huas, which are 
huge, viny plants growing in terra-cotta urns in the middle of a 
reflecting pool. Oliver appears and points out the peach-size 
flower buds, which will open within the hour. It’s very lucky, he 
explains, to witness them bloom. 


Seeing Nick speaking to a beautiful woman across the room, 
Rachel asks Oliver who the woman is. She’s Jacqueline Ling, 
and she looks about 40 but is actually closer to 60. Her 
grandfather was a renowned philanthropist, so her bloodline is 
also exceptional. Oliver says that apparently, Ah Ma wanted 
ick’s dad Philip to marry Jacqueline, but he was already 
involved with Eleanor. When Rachel admits she hasn’t met 
Eleanor yet because Eleanor is out of town, Oliver tells her to 
be careful: Eleanor “maintains a rival court.’ As this 
conversation is going on, Jacqueline asks Nick why he hasn't 
spent more time with her daughter Amanda, his onetime friend 
who's in New York. Jacqueline thinks Amanda needs Nick’s 
good influence so that she'll stop hanging out with her older 
hedge fund boyfriend. Then, Jacqueline tells Nick to tell Rachel 
to be careful of Oliver, a “vicious gossip.’ 


Astrid is sitting with Rachel, trying not to worry about what 
Oliver said about seeing Michael in Hong Kong, when Nick 
walks up with tea for Astrid and chocolate cake to share with 
Rachel. Rachel warmly watches Nick go talk to Ah Ma across 
the room. Ah Ma tells Nick that people have been trying to talk 
to her about Rachel all night, and Cassandra is concerned 
Rachel is going to “trap” Nick. Nick assures Ah Ma he and 
Rachel are just having a nice time on vacation, and Ah Ma says 
she knows—Nick would “never do anything without [her] 
blessing.” She doesn’t want to talk to Rachel tonight (people will 
gossip), but Nick and Rachel should come stay at Tyersall Park. 
Nick is thrilled. 
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Coming from a middle-class upbringing in California, Tyersall Park 
seems like a fantasy to Rachel. Nick, however, grew up here, so it’s 
normal to him. What’s not normal, and what's actually pretty 
unusual for him, is a close relationship with someone who supports 
him and loves him for who he is as a person. Everything Rachel sees, 
though, highlights the Youngs’ wealth and prestige, from the rare 
flowers to the party itself. 
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Thus far, Oliver has said nothing overtly rude about people—though 
it is, of course, impossible to verify everything he says. (It is true, 
though, that Rachel should look out for Eleanor, as Eleanor is in 
Shenzhen now to get intel from a private investigator about her.) All 
of this suggests that Jacqueline might have ulterior motives when 
she refers to Oliver as a “vicious gossip.” Indeed, it seems more like 
she’s trying to position Amanda to catch Nick’s attention. This gives 
some credence to something Colin said earlier: that every 
unmarried girl and her mother in Singapore will be after Nick, even if 
he is obviously committed to Rachel. 
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Nick is extremely oblivious. He and Rachel are ostensibly here to 
have a nice vacation, but he seems not to pick up on Ah Ma’s 
subtext here (that he absolutely needs her blessing if he does decide 
to propose to Rachel). She also confirms that the entire family is 
gossiping about Rachel and believes she’s after Nick’s money. For 
her part, Rachel also misses how wildly powerful Ah Ma is. She sees 
a diminutive old lady and a doting grandson, when she’s actually 
looking at the matriarch of the most powerful family in Singapore. 
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In a corner of a dark room, Jacqueline Ling is on the phone with 
Amanda, angrily telling Amanda to fly home for the Khoo 
wedding, no matter what. When she hangs up, Oliver appears 
and suggests it’s too late for Amanda to snag Nick, but 
Jacqueline denies this. Meanwhile, Rachel enjoys her evening. 
This is magical—will life with Nick always be this amazing? The 
tan hua flowers wilt soon after. 


PART 2, CHAPTER 5 


Normally, Astrid and Cassian stay at Tyersall Park when Ah 
Ma’s parties go this late. But tonight, Astrid is desperate to get 
home and check in on Michael. She can't ignore his infidelity, 
and she won't be a “victim” like Fiona; Eddie has had many 
mistresses. She's certain he’s cheating, but then again, “all 
women find [him] irresistible.” Stepping back to 2004, Astrid 
recalls seeing Michael for the first time—he was modeling a 
camo-print speedo in a cheap, disappointing fashion show. Still, 
Astrid was entranced. She ran into him again a few weeks later 
at a friend’s birthday party and said that if he wanted to model 
professionally, she could find him an agent in Paris. When she 
walked away, Michael's friends cackled and said that Astrid 
doesn't date in their “stratosphere’—even Charlie Wu wasn't 
rich enough for her—but she’s clearly into him. 


ichael wasn’t sure what to make of Astrid on their first 
date—he mostly asked her out to impress his friends if they 
ended up having sex. They had nothing in common and nothing 
to talk about, but they were still drawn to each other. Back 
home in her own bed that night, Astrid thought it was a 
disastrous date despite the fact that she desperately wanted to 
have sex with him. She called him, and he invited her to his hotel 
room. 


Now, back in the present driving home from the party, Astrid 
notes that she began her evening fantasizing about 
interrupting Michael and the “tramp” having sex. But after 
Oliver’s comment, she fears Michael fathered another child. 
She’s so preoccupied that she doesn’t notice a parked 
construction truck. The driver flings his door open, Astrid 
swerves, and she sees tree roots ahead before she blacks out. 
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Jacqueline seems to be doing exactly what Oliver accuses her of 
doing: trying to position Amanda to usurp Rachel and marry Nick. 
This, of course, is utterly dehumanizing to Nick, as it casts him as a 
prize to be won, not a person with thoughts and feelings. The wilting 
tan hua flowers, meanwhile, seem ominously symbolic: given the 
many people speaking poorly of her and treating her like an obstacle 
standing in their way of marrying Nick, life will not always be this 
amazing. 


Something in Astrid seems to have snapped as she tells herself she 
won't be a “victim” like Fiona, who's put up with Eddie's infidelity for 
along time. This suggests that Astrid has decided to be honest 
about her anger and finally speak to Michael about his infidelity. 
Still, Astrid seems to believe that it only makes sense that Michael is 
cheating, as he’s “irresistible” to women, including her. Taking this 
step back to their early days allows readers to see what forms the 
basis of their relationship: the fact that Michael is really attractive. 
Compare this to, for instance, Rachel’s early attraction to Nick being 
based on his charm and kindness—suggesting that their relationship 
is very different from Michael and Astria’s. 
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This passage continues to show that Michael and Astrid’s 
relationship isn’t built on much except physical attraction, 
something that’s now come back to bite Astrid, since she sees 
Michael's attractiveness as the reason for his infidelity. 


While Astrid thought she could handle Michael just cheating on her 
sexually, his infidelity becomes way more upsetting when Astrid 
learns he might have another child. Astrid wants to protect her own 
son with Michael (Cassian), and another child in Michael’s life may 
compromise Michael's willingness and ability to look out for or 
provide for Cassian. 
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When Rachel wakes up in the morning, Nick is on the phone. 
She's feeling uneasy because, after last night, it feels like Nick 
has been leading a double life. To be clear, Rachel isn’t totally 
new to wealth—when Kerry got her real estate license, they 
moved to the Bay Area. Rachel attended Stanford and 
Northwestern, met “trust-fund types” and people like Peik Lin, 
and is now a professor in expensive New York. Still, what she’s 
seen in Singapore doesn’t compare. And in New York, Nick lives 
in a cramped studio, seems to own nothing of real value (she 
doesn’t know how much his custom blazers cost), and only 
splurges on produce and concert tickets. But he’s also always 
had a “certain quality,’ and now it makes sense: he grew up rich, 
with nothing to prove, at Tyersall Park. Rachel has all summer 
to learn about his life. 


ick hangs up and climbs into bed with Rachel. He tells her how 
proud he is of her for last night and assures her that everyone 
loved her, even Ah Ma—she’s not snooty, she’s just shy. And 
she'd like him and Rachel to stay with her next week. Rachel is 
privately not convinced that everyone loved her, but she 
decides not to worry about it. 


Rachel and Nick decide to order room service, and Rachel 
shares how Peik Lin’s family reacted to hearing she’s going to 
Colin Khoo’s wedding—every paper in the country is 
apparently writing about the wedding. Nick scoffs but then 
says that he’s worried about how Colin is handling such a big 
event. He then apologizes, as Bernard Tai is planning a massive 
bachelor party and he needs to go. But he was just on the 
phone with Araminta, and she'd like Rachel to come to her 
bachelorette. Rachel thinks it'd be weird, since she barely 
knows Araminta, but she agrees to think about it. 
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The implication here is that Rachel thought she knew what wealth 
looked like before coming to Singapore. Before Singapore, wealth 
looked like Peik Lin and, in some ways, like Rachel herself (she grew 
up ina relatively affluent area and attended prestigious and 
expensive colleges). Wealth on Nick’s family’s scale, though, is 
totally different. Still, though Rachel understands obvious displays 
of wealth—like Tyersal! Park—others are still a mystery to her, such 
as Nick’s custom blazers. Fashion, once again, proves a language 
that Rachel doesn’t yet know how to speak. 
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Rachel isn’t willing to discount everything Oliver told her last night. 
On some level, she accepts that the “opposition” is plotting against 
her. But she also seems to be trying to take Nick at his word that his 
family is a family like any other—and how much damage, she seems 
to reason, cana normal family do to her? 
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Nick genuinely has no concept of how important and famous he and 
his friends are. The wedding, in his mind, isn't important because 
Colin is famous. It’s important because Colin is his friend and 
because Colin is struggling. This speaks to Nick’s down-to-earth 
nature, but it also suggests he may misjudge things going forward. 
Rachel seems to expect Araminta's bachelorette to be intimate and 
not a great place for a newcomer. But Rachel isn't fully versed in this 
ultrawealthy world, so she may encounter something totally 
different. 
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Eleanor is not impressed with Lorena Lim’s new Shenzhen 
apartment. It’s shiny and fancy, but there’s no taste to it—she 
has no idea why “all these Mainland developers” think orange 
marble is okay. When a maid brings her a bowl of fish porridge, 
Eleanor asks for toast and marmalade instead. Lorena, hanging 
up a phone call, teases Eleanor for scorning a traditional 
Chinese breakfast while complaining that Nick is too 
Westernized. Carol enters and says she has a top-secret 
shopping spot to take her friends to before they meet Lorena’s 
contact. A bit later, Carol leads her friends to a nondescript 
office building. A young man leads the ladies through a 
construction site, barren hallways, and up arattly elevator. 
Double doors at the end of a hall open to reveal a gorgeous 
boutique, which Carol says has “the very best fakes.” 


Daisy whispers to Eleanor that all the shoppers are, like them, 
tourists—“Mainlanders only want the real thing.” Eleanor thinks 
the Mainlanders have the right idea, but Carol notes that if 
either of them carried one of these fake purses, nobody would 
suspect it was fake since they can afford the real thing. Eleanor 
moves along and comes upon Jacqueline Ling, one of her least 
favorite people. Jacqueline insists she’s buying something for a 
friend and remarks that Eleanor wasn't at Tyersall Park last 
night. She infers that Eleanor hasn't met Rachel, so she says 
that Rachel was “staring openmouthed at everything around 
the house.’ Eleanor asks how Amanda is doing and is surprised 
to hear that Amanda is coming home for the Khoo wedding 
she and Araminta are archrivals). Eleanor’s friends approach, 
scaring off Jacqueline, but Eleanor can’t help thinking that 
Amanda would be a perfect match for Nick. 


PART 2, CHAPTER 8 


As Araminta’s impeccably dressed and made-up friends chat 
about multimillion-dollar apartments and expensive purses, 
Rachel realizes this bachelorette isn’t going to be a normal 
party. Araminta arrives in a gold jumpsuit and introduces 
Rachel to the other girls as Nick’s date—the other girls stare. 
Then, Araminta announces they're going to her mother’s 
private island resort in Indonesia. Seemingly moments later, 
everyone has crowded onto a customized plane (Araminta’s 
mom had it repainted three times to get the perfect shade of 
white). 
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Once again, the novel draws a distinction between the old money 
“Overseas Chinese,” like Eleanor, and the newly-rich “Mainland 
Chinese.” In this case, per Eleanor, she and other old money folks 
have taste, while the Mainland Chinese do not. This also points to 
more strife and judgment in Eleanor’s friendships, as Lorena bought 
this “tasteless” apartment—does this mean she has no taste? Then, 
Lorena notes how hypocritical Eleanor is in asking for an English 
breakfast. English culture and customs are okay when Eleanor 
follows them—but when Nick does this, she thinks it’s inappropriate. 
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Carol hits on something important here: everyone in Singapore 
knows that Eleanor and her friends are wealthy, so they can do 
whatever they want, more or less. Nobody will question if their 
purse is real—which means there are certainly other things these 
women can get away with, thanks to their wealth and power. Note 
that Eleanor describes Jacqueline outright as someone she doesn’t 
like. However, Oliver described Jacqueline’s bloodline to Rachel as 
“impeccable.” And so, Eleanor reasons, it’s worth possibly putting up 
with Jacqueline going forward if she can get Nick to marry Amanda. 
This shows Eleanor thinking of family as a way to preserve power 
and prestige, and she also dehumanizes Nick. 
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This party will be Rachel's first Singaporean experience without Nick 
or Peik Lin to guide her, and she realizes quickly that she’s out of her 
depth. The staring when girls find out she’s Nick’s date doesn’t bode 
well: it suggests that the girls see Rachel as a threat, if Colin and 
Oliver are right and lots of girls want to marry Nick. On another 
note, it's absurd and humorous that Araminta’s mom insisted on 
three coats of paint for the perfect white, especially since it’s framed 
as a perfectly normal thing for a person to want. 
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Rachel wanders down the plane and comes upon girls talking 
about her—they say her family is supposed to be really rich, but 
her clothes are terrible. However, Rachel is too busy staring at 
the expensive furnishings to notice. She hears other girls 
talking about having sex with the Italian flight attendants and, 
shocked, she buckles in for takeoff. The girl seated next to 
Rachel says she knows Rachel’s cousin Vivian and seems 
surprised when Rachel says she’s not a Taipei Plastics 
Chu—Rachel asks who those Chus are. The girl leaves to tell 
her friends in another room, and Francesca Shaw, Nadine 
Shaw's daughter, says she has even more juicy intel on Rachel. 


After their flight, Rachel and the bachelorette crew transfer 
from the plane to catamarans, which drop them at Araminta’s 
mom, Annabel Lee’s, resort. Araminta announces that her mom 
is gifting every attendee five outfits from the boutique—but 
the girls have only 20 minutes to shop. As other girls fight over 
clothes, Rachel peruses a rack nobody else is looking at and 
watches Francesca pout to Araminta that she didn’t bring her 
new Chanel resort wear. To Rachel, Araminta shares that 
Francesca grew up poor—but then her grandpa had a stroke, 
her parents got his money, and Francesca and her mom 
transformed overnight. 


Not wanting to take advantage, Rachel picks a linen blouse and 
some silk batiste cocktail dresses. But as she’s in the dressing 
room, she hears girls in the next room talking about her, her 
cheap clothes, and the “desperate” look she has, just like one of 
the girls’ servants. The girls also say Rachel will “upgrade pretty 
damn quick” once she gets ahold of Nick's money, though they 
also note that money can’t buy taste. 


Disturbed, Rachel exits the room and runs into Araminta. She 
insists she’s fine and offers to pay for her clothes, but Araminta 
declines. Their conversation turns to Astrid, and Araminta is 
desperate to know who designed the clothes Astrid wore last 
night. Rachel, however, doesn’t know. As Araminta announces 
the end of the shopping spree, Rachel discovers that some of 
the girls took two of her outfits, but Rachel’s just relieved 
shopping is over. She finds her villa and dips her toes in the 
sand. She never suspected she'd be someplace like this and 
wishes Nick was here. 
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This passage begins by setting the stage: readers know the other 
girls at the party are out for Rachel’s blood, but Rachel is totally 
unaware. Instead, she’s just overwhelmed to find herself on a private 
plane. Rachel also seems to not realize the girl she sits next to is 
running off to laugh at and gossip about her. Francesca’'s presence, 
meanwhile, suggests Eleanor might have a hand in whatever abuse 
Rachel suffers at this party, since her whole goal is to scare Rachel 


off. 
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Rachel tries to distance herself from the other girls and not get 
involved in their fights over clothes. She doesn’t care as much about 
clothing as they do, and so she’s uncomfortable with this exercise 
anyway—and she definitely doesn’t want to stand out by acting 
entitled. What Araminta says about Francesca is interesting, as it 
suggests that it is possible to rise up and become part of the upper 
class. But it’s also a bit sad: Francesca and Nadine became rich and 
powerful because of a family member's illness. It’s impossible to 
know if they feel any remorse or sympathy for Francesca’s grandpa 
or if they're just happy to have his money. 
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Readers know Rachel isn’t desperate; she’s overwhelmed. But the 
other girls have no compassion for her, seeing her as an obstacle 
and Nick as a prize to win. They also imply that Rachel must be with 
Nick for his money, which is again not what Rachel's in it for. She 
loves Nick and had no idea he was rich—and his wealth is genuinely 
uncomfortable for her. 
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Araminta is interested in Astrid, to be sure, but she’s mostly 
interested in Astrid’s clothing. That is, Araminta wants to know how 
Astrid is expressing her wealth, something that Rachel doesn't care 
about (Rachel thinks Astrid is a great person with fun clothes, but 
who designed those clothes is of no interest). Rachel’s stolen outfits 
are foreboding, but for now, Rachel chooses to ignore this possible 
warning and just enjoy her time at the resort. 
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Nick's friend Mehmet, a classics scholar from Istanbul, 
grimaces at the sight of the stretch Rolls-Royce Phantoms 
waiting for the bachelor party attendees. As the men pile into 
the limos, Nick murmurs to Mehmet that Colin’s cousin Lionel 
is the only person here, aside from Nick and Mehmet, that 
Colin knows—the other attendees are all “Beijing princelings 
and Taiwanese trust-fund brats” and Bernard Tai’s friends 
Bernard planned the bachelor party). Bernard announces he 
has a surprise and after a short drive, the men get out at what 
looks like a Chinese apothecary. Bernard asks the man at the 
counter for ginseng royal jelly, and the man leads the group 
through a storeroom and into an indoor gym with a dogfighting 
pit in the middle. Bernard proudly tells the partygoers that this 
is the “greatest dogfighting arena in the world.’ 


Lionel nervously confirms with Bernard that dogfighting is 
illegal, and Nick notes that dogfighting is cruel. Upset at the 
lackluster reaction, Bernard tells Nick to not ruin his fun. Colin 
diplomatically suggests that those who are interested can stay, 
while those who aren’t—including him—can go to the hotel. 
Annoyed, Bernard agrees to go to the hotel (he wants everyone 
to see how the folks at the hotel suck up to him). But when they 
get there, the suite he booked isn’t ready (the previous guests 
haven't checked out, as it’s not checkout time yet). Bernard 
berates the front desk staff until Colin convinces Bernard to 
accept the hotel manager’s offer to set them up in a private 
gambling suite in the casino in the meantime. 


Alistair wanders in and hugs Nick, ignoring Bernard’s taunts 
and explaining that he found the hotel easily since he used to 
skip school and come to Macau all the time. He tells Nick about 
his new girlfriend, Kitty, and says he already heard about 
Rachel from Radio One Asia. By now, the group is walking 
through the casino, and Colin sits down at a poker table. He 
insists “five-dollar poker” is more fun than betting thousands in 
the VIP room, again angering Bernard. Most of Bernard’s 
friends follow him to the VIP room, while Lionel, Mehmet, Nick, 
and Alistair stay with Colin, who suddenly looks depressed. 

ick tries to lighten the mood, thinking that Bernard hasn't 
changed at all since childhood. 
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Though the bachelor party is ostensibly for Colin, it reads way more 
as an excuse for Bernard Tai to show off his wealth, connections, 
and how “bad” he is. This highlights that the wedding and its 
accompanying festivities aren't really about Colin and Araminta at 
all. It’s a way for their friends and families to posture and 
demonstrate their wealth. As far as Nick, Mehmet, and possibly 
Colin are concerned, this is really missing the point: they care about 
Colin and about making sure Colin has a good time. They see him as 
a person, not just money. 
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Nick continues to emerge as a just and moral person. Where Lionel 
doesn’t want to get caught doing something illegal, Nick is more 
interested in the dogs’ welfare. Bernard, however, doesn’t care about 
legality or morality: he just wants to look cool, and hed like others to 
see him look cool. This is why he’s so rude to the front desk staff. As 
he sees it, dehumanizing and belittling people with less power 
makes him look better. Nick and Colin, though, see people with less 
money as people—this is one reason Nick is dating Rachel. 
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Compared to Bernard, Colin has pedestrian tastes—the fun of poker, 
he seems to suggest, is playing it, not betting thousands of dollars. 
This continues to humanize Colin while making Bernard seem 
increasingly out of touch thanks to his wealth and power. The 
bachelor party also continues to separate into two distinct groups: 
those who want to flaunt their wealth and power with Bernard, and 
Colin’s true friends who are here because they love Colin and want 
to celebrate him. 
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ick and Colin met and became friends when, as a boy, Colin 
pulled little Nick out of the ditch where Bernard had pushed 
him. Nick was taken with Colin, who had recently moved to 
Singapore from Los Angeles, because Colin said he had a signed 
picture of Sylvester Stallone. Both boys were staying late after 
school, Colin for private Mandarin class and Nick because his 
parents regularly forgot him at school. Colin’s grandmother 
offered to take Nick home when she discovered why Nick was 
there (he didn’t know Eleanor was going out of town, but he 
softly said that she often left suddenly). 


PART 2, CHAPTER 10 


Eddie, dressed in underwear and a dress shirt, carefully 
unwraps his special Italian tux for Colin’s wedding. The pants 
are too tight; the size seems right and he hasn't put on that 
much weight, so obviously “[t]hose” Italians made a mistake. 
But when the jacket seems tight too, he yells for Fiona over the 
intercom, and when she runs in, he asks if the jacket is too tight. 
She says it is; Eddie has gained weight. Fiona doesn’t argue, but 
she’s shocked when Eddie asks if the kids are ready for 
inspection—celebrity photographer Russel Wing will be here 
momentarily to photograph the family for Orange Daily. 
Flustered, Fiona runs to get ready herself. 


Soon after, Eddie inspects Constantine, Augustine, and Kalliste, 
dressed in their Ralph Lauren Kids finery. He makes Augustine 
cry when he tells the six-year-old that he must be stupid to try 
to wear black shoes with khaki pants. Ten minutes after, Fiona 
comes downstairs in a gray ballgown—and Eddie says he hates 
the dress, as it makes her look like a “spinster widow.’ Fiona 
insists he approved the dress long ago and says it’s very 
expensive. Eddie maintains the dress is a cheap-looking 
“disgrace.” Fiona points out that Eddie’s suit looks actually 
cheap; it’s shiny and held closed with safety pins. Russel Wing 
arrives and immediately compliments Fiona’s dress, noting how 
expensive and difficult to buy it is. Eddie says he bought it for 
Fiona. 
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While the novel doesn’t really go into Colin’s relationship with his 
parents, this passage continues to show readers what Nick’s 
relationship to his family is like. And in contrast to Colin’s caring, 
present grandmother (and Rachel's mom), Nick’s parents seem 
distant and out of touch. This creates the impression that they don’t 
much care about Nick, which in turn reflects his family’s belief that 
family exists to preserve wealth, not to support its members. 


Eddie continues to read as entitled and cruel. And since Astrid 
revealed earlier that Eddie has cheated a lot, it begins to make sense 
why Astrid referred to Fiona as a “victim”: Eddie sees his wife and 
children as props, not people. This also ties into Eddie’s focus on 
using fashion to broadcast the family’s wealth and prestige. Fiona 
and the kids, in other words, exist in Eddie’s mind to model women’s 
and children’s fashions, while it's up to him to model menswear. 
Every family member has a role to play, and Eddie won't let anyone 
argue about participating. 
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Eddie continues to demonstrate that he sees his wife and children 
as props. Their job, in his understanding, is to make him look 
good—which he believes justifies berating a six-year-old for 
choosing the wrong shoes. While this is somewhat humorous in its 
absurdity, it also highlights that Eddie has totally lost his humanity 
and compassion. Further, his relationship with Fiona seems ready to 
crack as she finally fights back for the right to wear this ballgown. 
She also suggests that Eddie is in no way achieving his goals of 
looking fabulous and rich, as contrary to what he thinks, he has no 
fashion sense. 
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After the photoshoot, Eddie calls Cecelia and asks what she 
and her family are wearing to the wedding—the whole family 
needs to coordinate. She doesn’t know what she’s wearing and 
if her son agrees to tuck his shirt in, it’ll be a win. She also notes 
that, as Singaporean men have no style, many will inevitably 
wear “those ghastly untucked batik shirts” instead of tuxes. 
Eddie is flabbergasted and enraged, as clearly his family is 
going to look like “peasants.” Maybe Colin will change the 
seating chart so Eddie won't have to be seen with his parents. 
Eddie then asks if Alistair is still going to bring Kitty Pong. 
Cecelia says he is, and she shares that Alistair is currently in 
acau for Colin’s bachelor party. Eddie screams that Colin is 
better friends with him than he is with Alistair, splitting his 
pants in the process. 


PART 2, CHAPTER 11 


Rachel is enjoying the bachelorettes’ lavish sunset dinner, but 
she’s flabbergasted listening to the conversations around her. 
Francesca is explaining to another girl that the girl can’t “afford 
to” marry her boyfriend, as he only stands to inherit $40 million 
and his salary is a measly six or eight hundred thousand. It'd be 
different if this girl had her own money, Francesca notes, but 
they all know her “situation.” On Rachel’s other side, girls are 
talking about a couple named Alistair and Kitty Pong; Kitty 
apparently wears head-to-toe Gucci, has fake breasts, and is 
“tacky. One girl tries to include Rachel in this conversation, but 
Francesca sneers that Rachel doesn’t know anyone. Another 
girl asks Rachel how she met Nick, and Rachel makes the 
mistake of saying Sylvia thought Nick was “a total catch.’ 
Francesca notes that Sylvia did her homework. 


Rather than join the dance party, Rachel heads for the beach 
bar and orders a beer. A girl Rachel hasn't seen yet at the party 
joins her. The girl asks if Rachel is Rachel Chu, and Rachel 
preemptively says she’s not from Taiwan. Clearly confused, the 
girl says she’s Sophie, Astrid’s cousin, and Astrid asked her to 
look out for Rachel. Sophie explains that she flew in late (and 
flew economy), as she’s a pediatric surgeon and had hospital 
rounds to do. She explains how she and Astrid are related and 
then asks Rachel about her childhood, which was spent in the 
back rooms of suburban Chinese restaurants until Kerry got a 
degree and became a real estate agent. Sophie is fascinated, 
but Rachel says sarcastically that it’s just “one of the many 
clichéd ‘Asian immigrant success stories” that politicians love 
so much. 
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Eddie's embarrassment about his family of origin persists even now, 
into adulthood, as they refuse to let him use them like props like he 
uses Fiona and his own kids. Cecelia reads as way more supportive 
of her family as people, as she seems to have no interest in fighting 
with her son about his shirt or trying to convince Alistair to break up 
with Kitty. Their choices, she implies, have nothing to do with 
her—while Eddie sees those choices as reflecting badly on him. 
Eddie then perceives it as an insult that he wasn't invited to Colin’s 
bachelor party. It seems unlikely that Eddie is actually friends with 
Colin, suggesting again that Eddie would just want to use the invite 
to flaunt his prestige and his connections. 
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It will be absolutely absurd to most readers that this girl can’t 
‘afford to” marry her future millionaire boyfriend, but this highlights 
the cultural differences Rachel encounters in Singapore. Note that 
when Rachel says Nick is “a total catch,” she is (and Sylvia was) 
referring to the fact that he’s both attractive and kind. But among 
these wealthy girls, Nick being a “catch” means something entirely 
different—it refers to his money and the money he stands to inherit. 
Keep in mind, too, that Nick is one of the wealthiest men in 
Singapore, so marrying him would be “marrying up” for any of the 
bachelorettes—including Rachel. But because Rachel is American 
and is seen as so low-class, it’s seen as inappropriate for her to try to 
marry up. 
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Sophie, like Nick and Astrid, seems unique in that she’s so down-to- 
earth despite being part of such a wealthy circle. And it seems likely 
that Rachel can genuinely trust Sophie, given that Astrid is 
involved—Astrid has been advocating for months now for Nick to 
tread carefully, knowing how cruelly people would treat Rachel. 
Note too how Sophie is genuinely interested in Rachel's life story. 
She's fascinated in a way that betrays her privilege and inexperience 
with people from similar backgrounds to Rachel, but she doesn’t see 
Rachel as lesser because Kerry was a single mom who had to work 
really hard. 
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Sophie makes sure she’s not keeping Rachel from the wild 
dance party and explains that she’s not really friends with most 
of the girls here. They’re “the more social girls” who are always 
featured in magazines—Sophie is too busy caring for her 
patients to keep up with them. Following this, Rachel and 
Sophie decide to head for bed early. Rachel enters her 
bungalow, exhausted, but she decides to go for a night swim. 
However, she notices her satchel is leaking liquid. When Rachel 
turns on the lamp and opens the bag, she screams: a huge, 
mutilated fish is in her bag. Someone wrote “CATCH THIS’ 
calling Rachel a “gold digger” and other sexist slurs, on the 
mirror in fish blood. 


PART 2, CHAPTER 12 


In the lounge of the Shenzhen Ritz-Carlton, Eleanor haggles 
with Mr. Wong, Lorena’s informant, while Lorena translates. He 
insists on 30,000 yuan for his information, leading Eleanor to 
ask whether he thinks she’s “made of money.’ She insists on 
10,000 and when he refuses, leads her friends to the hotel 
entrance. Before they reach the doors, Mr. Wong runs after 
them and agrees to Eleanor’s price. They return to the lounge 
and Mr. Wong makes a phone call. Soon after, a man who's 
clearly working class enters the hotel with a briefcase. He joins 
the table, looking nervous, and pulls out a manila envelope. The 
newspaper clipping and other documents inside are in 

andarin, which Eleanor can’t read. Lorena whispers to her 
what they say—and Eleanor says she'll pay 30,000 yuan in cash 
if Mr. Wong can “take [her] right now.’ 


PART 2, CHAPTER 13 


Rachel runs to Sophie’s bungalow, shaking and white. Sophie 
settles Rachel in a chair with a blanket and goes to look at 
Rachel’s room—and she returns enraged. She initially agrees to 
call hotel security, but then she notes that the prankster or 
pranksters probably want Rachel to make a scene and ruin 
Araminta’s party. It'd be better, Sophie suggests, to say nothing 
and not give them the satisfaction. Rachel sees the wisdom in 
this, so she accepts Sophie's offer of a cup of tea. The girls sit on 
the deck, and Sophie observes that Astrid was right to ask her 
to look out for Rachel—Rachel clearly wasn’t prepared for this. 
Rachel says she just doesn’t understand the viciousness, since 
there are other wealthy families with eligible bachelors in 
Singapore. 
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Purposefully or not, Sophie continues to position herself as an ally 
to Rachel: she’s not friends with girls who are being cruel to Rachel. 
And the cruelty ramps up dramatically when Rachel finds the 
mutilated fish in her bag. The fish and the note make it abundantly 
clear that Rachel isn’t welcome among these girls, as they see her as 
an obstacle to marrying Nick themselves. What’s more, this is all a 
huge shock for Rachel—she’s not used to being around people who 
are willing to go to such lengths to scare off someone's girlfriend. 
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Readers know that Eleanor is, in a very real way, “made of money,” 
as she’s part of the ultrawealthy Young family. So her stinginess here 
reads as totally detached from reality and is also, perhaps, 
judgmental of lower-class people like Mr. Wong. In a broader sense, 
what Eleanor is doing here—paying for people to dig up info on 
Rachel so Eleanor can later scare Rachel off—speaks to Eleanor’s 
ruthlessness. She doesn’t see Rachel as a fellow person deserving of 
privacy or respect, and she has no interest in showing either of those 
things to Nick, either. Instead, her biggest goal is to protect the 
family fortune from Rachel, whom she sees as a poor “gold digger.” 
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Sophie agrees that the fish prank is wildly inappropriate and 
threatening because she believes Rachel deserves respect, despite 
her lower economic status and the fact that she’s dating Nick. But 
such a view isn't normal in this particular circle of wealthy 
Singaporeans. Rachel shows here that Astrid is right, and she has no 
idea what she’s gotten herself into. It’s unthinkable to her that 
anyone would try to intimidate a girlfriend like this. But this is 
because Rachel doesn’t grasp how much of a “catch” Nick is—or how 
inappropriate of a match people think she is for Nick. 
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Sophie explains that many of these girls have had crushes on 
Nick since they were kids, since Nick is so attractive. Further, 
Nick’s family is extremely private, which creates a “certain 
mystique.’ Most people in Singapore don't even know his family 
exists, but all the girls that know about him want to be his wife. 
Rachel notes that Nick hasn’t spoken much about his family, 
and Sophie explains that he was raised not to. He grew up 
lonely and always seemed thrilled when other kids came over 
to play. 


Rachel admits that the wildest part is that people here assume 
she and Nick are getting married soon, when they've never 
spoken about marriage. Yes, Rachel could see herself being 
married to Nick, but she wasn't raised to value marriage above 
all else. Sophie says that here, girls face lots of pressure to 
marry and aren't considered “complete” until they’ve married 
and had kids. That’s why Araminta is so excited to get married. 


Sophie then reveals that Araminta is going to be her sister-in- 
law; Sophie is Colin’s brother, and their mother was Harry 
Leong’s sister. She admits her mom died when she was young, 
and Rachel says it makes sense now why Sophie isn't like the 
other girls. Sophie says she was always treated differently as a 
kid, since her family wasn’t perfect. And then she attended 
school in Australia immediately following her mom’s death, 
which contributed to her feeling different from her peers. 


PART 2, CHAPTER 14 


Harry Leong sends his security men to check Astrid’s hospital 
room and then strides in moments later with Felicity. He and 
Felicity are enraged that Astrid has been in the hospital—and a 
public one, at that—for two days and hasn't told them. Astrid 
insists she just had a minor concussion and Cassian is fine, 
arguing with Harry that she won't let him assign her and 
Cassian a driver. Just then, Michael and Cassian, who's holding 
a balloon happily, enter. Harry shouts at Michael that he’s 
working too much and should be “escorting” Astrid. Astrid 
insists that she, Michael, and Cassian are going home, now. 
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With Sophie's help, Rachel begins to understand why Nick has 
(unintentionally) failed to prepare her well for navigating upper- 
crust Singapore. He grew up believing he shouldn't talk about his 
family or his money, and as his friendship with Colin shows, Nick 
was friendly to everyone who was kind to him—even if they weren't 
as rich as he was. 
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This passage is extremely important, as it explains what makes 
Rachel so different from the Singaporean girls tormenting her: 
marriage to Nick won't be the end-all, be-all of her life. Some of this 
is because Rachel is American, and American culture tends to value 
a person’s profession more than whether or not they're married. 
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Sophie suggests something pretty shocking here: that if two adults 
don't have a “perfect” marriage, their children suffer. She also offers 
more credence to the idea that Nick is different in part because he 
was educated abroad, as she attended school in Australia and 
attributes some of her difference to that. She and Nick, though, see 
their western educations as a positive, while older generations (like 
Eleanor) see their children’s western-style education as negatives. 


While Harry’s behavior may seem pretty out of line to American 
readers, keep in mind that Astrid is an important part of a vast 
family empire—her survival, and Cassian’s, is part of how the Leong 
fortune gets passed down and kept in the family. Astrid may 
understand this on some level, but she’s still more like Nick in that 
she wants some autonomy to run her life and her marriage how she 
sees fit. 
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Once they're home, Astrid sends Cassian and his nanny to the 
beach house and gives the staff the day off. She and Michael are 
alone, and it’s time: Astrid says that the accident happened 
because she was distracted thinking about the affair she knows 
Michael is having. Michael slumps, clearly guilty—and then, 
shockingly, he apologizes and says he'll leave. He refuses to tell 
Astrid anything about the woman or the boy, and he insists that 
their marriage hasn't been working for a long time, if it ever did. 
Astrid is stunned and insists that she is happy, or she was until 
she saw the text. But she says she'll deal with it and that they 
can move on. Michael remains adamant that he’s moving 
out—it’ll be better for Cassian. He’s leaving today. Astrid feels 
trapped in a bad dream; her husband can't be leaving her. 


PART 2, CHAPTER 15 


Nick is hiding in the yacht’s library when Mehmet sneaks in and 
joins him. Mehmet shares that he left the other guys as they 
started making ice-cream sundaes on nude women. 
Unfortunately, Bernard trapped Colin by crowning him “the 
Whipped Cream King.” Mehmet observes that he’s surprised 
Colin went for this kind of a party, but Nick explains Colin felt 
pressured into it since Bernard’s dad is the largest minority 
shareholder for the Khoo Organization. Moments later, Colin 
enters—he told Bernard he had to use the bathroom to get out 
of eating a sundae off a girl. Nick laughs that the three of them 
are ruining Bernard’s party by refusing all his “fun,’ like 
dogfights and Peruvian cocaine. Alistair wanders in with a 
coffee that he deems wildly disappointing. Colin moans that he 
wants off this boat. Nick has an idea. 


Soon after, Nick rushes into the pilothouse and asks the captain 
for the yacht’s coordinates: his friend, Colin Khoo, is bleeding 
to death below deck and he needs to tell the life-flight 
helicopter how to get to them. The captain argues until Nick 
screams that he’s a Young. About 20 minutes later, the 
helicopter lands on the deck, interrupting Bernard’s hot tub 
blowjob. As Nick, Mehmet, and Alistair carry Colin to the 
helicopter on a stretcher, Lionel tells Bernard that Colin has 
alcohol poisoning. Bernard is worried he’s going to be blamed 
for this in the papers, but Lionel says that Bernard just has to 

eep partying like nothing is wrong so nobody finds out. 
Bernard is relieved. 


Six hours later, Nick, Alistair, Colin, Mehmet, and Lionel are 
sitting in the Australian desert, admiring the sunset hitting 
Ayers Rock. Colin says this is exactly how he wanted his 
bachelor party to go as aman from the nearby resort arrives 
with a tray of flat whites. Alistair deems his coffee perfect. 
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Sophie implied earlier that “imperfect” families (divorced parents, or 
one deceased) are scorned, and Eleanor has also spoken poorly of 
divorcées. Astrid wants to make it work to keep up appearances and 
not end up like “those people” her family members and peers look 
down on. She's also trying to save Cassian from growing up and 
feeling like Sophie did: that having an “imperfect” family set her 
apart. It’s a shock to her that Michael isn't also willing to stick it out, 
and this highlights that Michael comes from a very different circle 
and culture than Astrid does. This also seems to be a lot of the 
reason why the marriage didn’t work in the first place. 
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Nick, Mehmet, Colin, and Alistair continue to go along with 
Bernard’s party plans because they feel they have no choice. 
Escaping Bernard seems to be the best they can do, hence hiding in 
the yacht’s library and making excuses about needing the bathroom. 
Nick hits on what’s really going on here when he refers to the 
bachelor party as Bernard’s party. This weekend isn’t about Colin; 
it’s just an excuse for Bernard to show off his wealth. This, the novel 
suggests, is what sets Bernard and the newly rich families apart 
from old families like the Youngs: Nick never feels like he has to 
prove himself, while Bernard believes proving himself is the point. 
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When necessary, Nick isn’t above using his name to get his way. But 
note that he’s doing so in service of his friend, not for purely selfish 
reasons; his behavior thus far suggests that if Colin were actually 
having fun, Nick would just continue to camp out in the library. Still, 
this shows that Nick does know how wealthy and important he and 
his family are, which makes it seem even odder that he downplayed 
everything to Rachel. 
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Nick uses his wealth and power to do something kind for Colin: he 
gives Colin the bachelor weekend Colin wanted all along. This 
highlights that simply having money doesn't deprive a person of 
their humanity. 
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PART 2, CHAPTER 16 


Wye Mun is at his ornate desk (it has gold lion claws for feet), a 
replica of a desk Napoleon used, and stares at the names Peik 
Lin wrote down during her phone conversation with Rachel a 
few days ago. The names are James Young, Rosemary T’sien, 
Oliver T’sien, and Jacqueline Ling. He doesn’t know who they 
are, and this bothers him. Wye Mun has always known that as 
the son of a Hokkien immigrant who was educated in Chinese 
rather than English, he’s at a disadvantage. Still, WVye Mun 
believed that Singapore was a meritocracy, and that he and his 
grandfather had made it by developing what’s now a 
construction empire. These names, though, tell him he was 
wrong. 


Wye Mun says it’s time to visit Dr. Gu, an octogenarian retired 
doctor who lives in a rundown house. Thirty years ago, Dr. Gu 
refused to sell his house to Wye Mun and convinced him to 
change his development plans for the surrounding 
neighborhood in a way that turned out to be far more 
successful. They've been friends ever since. Now, Wye Mun 
and Peik Lin walk up his cracked driveway. Peik Lin comments 
that this land is worth a fortune, but Wye Mun says Dr. Goh will 
never sell—he owns a million shares of an international bank 
and who knows how much he’s worth. Dr. Goh comes out of his 
house in clothing that looks like it was tailored in Havana 
before Fidel Castro came to power and teases Wye Mun about 
his fancy car. 


Dr. Gu leads Wye Mun and Peik Lin to sit in the backyard, 
where an elderly servant brings the tea service. Peik Lin 
marvels at the property, which is the last property like it in the 
area. Dr. Gu and Wye Mun argue about government and 
whether Singapore is actually as prosperous as Wye Mun 
thinks it is. Dr. Gu shares what each of his children is doing with 
his money—trying to save dolphins that will inevitably go 
extinct, buying Scottish castles that the Scottish don’t even 
want, and playing in an unsuccessful band—and says that every 
generation of Singaporeans gets lazier and lazier. When the 
real estate boom ends, kids these days won't know what to do. 
This, Wye Mun says, is why his kids have to work. 
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It’s utterly absurd that a man sitting at a gold desk who owns a 
construction empire hasn't “made it.” But this just speaks to how 
hidden the uppermost upper classes are in Singapore; privacy is a 
huge part of that culture, as evidenced by the fact that Astrid has a 
deal with the press to keep her name out of the papers. So, in a 
sense, Wye Mun has made it in that he’s now a very wealthy man 
and can provide for his family. He just hasn’t yet been able to take 
the final step of breaking into this top circle—and judging by how 
hard of a time Rachel is having, the Gohs likely never will. 
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Like so many other wealthy Singaporeans, Dr. Gu doesn't look or act 
like an extremely wealthy man. His driveway has cracks, and his 
clothing is dated. But all of this creates the impression of Dr. Guas a 
man who doesn't really care that much about wealth, or at least 
openly broadcasting his wealth. In this way, he’s actually way more 
like the Youngs than the Gohs, though there's been no indication 
thus far that Dr. Gu is part of the Youngs’ social circle. 
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As Dr. Gu sees it, “kids these days” have a hard time because they 
only know how to spend money, not make it—and they spend it on 
things that Dr. Gu doesn’t value. This is, of course, a gross 
oversimplification: Nick works as a professor, for instance. Still, Dr. 
Gu’s point is that he doesn’t believe it’s okay for someone's job to be 
just being wealthy, as that naturally leads to some ridiculous life 
choices. Wye Mun doesn’t catch how humorous his response to this 
is: his kids work, but in real estate. So when the boom ends, they 
might not have much left to do. 
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Dr. Gu offers tea to Peik Lin and Wye Mun. When Wye Mun 
asks about the Young family, Dr. Gu is shocked. He shares that 
he knew Sir James Young—the first Singaporean neurologist 
trained at Oxford—a little during the Japanese occupation. 
James ran an underground medical corps, and he treated poor 
patients after the war. Wye Mun asks how the Youngs got their 
money and asks about Tyersall Park. Laughing at how focused 
Wye Mun is on money, Dr. Gu says the Youngs had been rich 
for generations, and James then married Shang Su Yi. Her 
ather was a wealthy banker who controlled the region’s 
shipping and banks. The family is well-connected: the eldest 
daughter married Harry Leong, who is a “kingmaker’” in 
government. The family is power, and if Peik Lin’s friend is going 
to marry in, she’s lucky—though “every treasure comes with a 
price. 
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Peik Lin and Wye Mun leave and decide to invite Rachel and 

ick for dinner next week. Meanwhile, Dr. Gu flashes back to 
World War II, when he was tied to a fence and a uniformed 
man—Dr. James Young—convinced Japanese officers to let him 
go, insisting Dr. Gu was an unimportant pig farmer. Later, when 
Dr. Gu ran into Dr. Young and asked about the incident, Dr. 
Young said he couldn't let them kill another doctor. Now, Dr. Gu 
wishes he'd told Wye Mun about what actually made Dr. Young 
great. It wasn’t his money. 


PART 2, CHAPTER 17 


From the hotel, Rachel calls Kerry and tells her that she’s been 
at the bride’s bachelorette party on an island in the Indian 
Ocean, and that she flew there on the bride’s private plane. 
Rachel says that the bride and groom are really rich. Kerry asks 
if Nick is rich too, and Rachel confirms it. Then, Kerry says 
Rachel must be careful: she can't let people think she’s after 
ick’s money. Rachel thinks it’s too late for that. She wants to 
tell her mom about the disastrous bachelorette party but 
decides not to; she hasn't told Nick, either. As the conversation 
progresses and as Rachel admits that she hasn’t met Nick’s 
parents, Kerry becomes concerned—is Nick ashamed of 
Rachel, or have his parents forbidden him from bringing her 
home? She insists Rachel give Eleanor mandarins so she seems 
like a well-raised Chinese girl. 
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The Japanese occupied Singapore for a few years during World War 
II, and they killed many Chinese Singaporeans during the 
occupation. Note that during this conversation, Dr. Gu seems to not 
actually want to focus on the Young family’s money; instead, he 
teases Wye Mun for making money the focus of this conversation. 
Still, he dispenses important information: the Youngs are, perhaps, 
the most powerful family in the region. And he also distills one of the 
novel’s main ideas about wealth. Nick's money “comes with a price,” 
and that price, the novel has suggested, is that Rachel will have to 
deal with his conniving, cruel family members whose only goal is to 
keep her out. 
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Again, Dr. Gu makes it really clear in this flashback that Dr. Young 
was a “great” man not because of his money, but because of his 
compassion. He, like Nick, saw Dr. Gu (who’s implied to be much 
less important and wealthy) still as a valuable person, despite 
lacking wealth. It’s this quality that Dr. Gu believes Wye Mun should 
focus on. Interestingly, this quality is what attracted Rachel to Nick. 
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Kerry, who grew up in China and so is familiar with traditional 
Chinese culture, understands what Rachel is up against—Rachel 
might not know that Eleanor is out to get her, but Kerry can guess. 
This is why Kerry insists on the mandarins: if Rachel can’t win Nick’s 
parents over by making it clear she's not after Nick’s money, Kerry 
reasons that Rachel at least must look demure and respectful. (The 
only way Rachel could broadcast she’s not after Nick’s money, 
though, is by having a fortune of her own, so in that regard, she is 
out of luck.) 
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PART 2, CHAPTER 18 


As Nick and Rachel taxi to his parents’ Singapore apartment, he 
explains the history of the building, a 30-story modern tower 
with the historic mansion as its base. The mansion’s owner was 
a family friend who gave lavish hong bao (New Year’s envelopes 
stuffed with cash). Nick admits his parents kept all his New Year 
money and implies they kept his Christmas gifts, too, horrifying 
Rachel. What kind of parents keep their children’s gifts? 


The elevator gets to the 30th floor and opens right onto the 
penthouse’s foyer. Eleanor immediately comes around the 
corner and scolds Nick for his long hair, noting to herself that 
Rachel “looks better” than she did in the yearbook photo. Nick 
introduces Rachel, and Rachel offers Eleanor the mandarins 
with a bow. Privately, Eleanor is perplexed: it’s not Chinese 
New Year, and why the bow? But as Eleanor and Nick argue 
about the best hawker stalls, Rachel feels less anxious—Eleanor 
is funny. 


ck comments on the beautiful apartment, but Eleanor says 
it’s been an absolute headache. The floors were stained six 
times before they looked right, and her blackout curtains are on 
backorder from France. As they walk deeper into the 
apartment, Rachel is awed by the dramatic, sleek living room 
that looks more like a hotel lobby. Just then, a maid announces 
that Mrs. Foo and other guests are here. Trying not to act 
anxious, Nick says he thought this was a family dinner. Eleanor 
thinks it would’ve been—“if it were just our family.’ She sends 
ick and Rachel to wake up Philip in the media room. He greets 
Rachel kindly and explains that he lives in Sydney because it’s a 
beautiful place to not work. He just got in this morning because 
Eleanor insisted he come early. 


Astrid enters, and she, Nick, Rachel, and Philip return to the 
living room. There, Rachel meets Lorena, Carol, and Daisy—and 
she notes that Daisy is the first person to hug Nick this evening. 
Things seem pleasant until Nadine arrives and says she’s heard 
alot about Rachel from her daughter. Just then, Francesca 
swoops in, kisses Nick on the cheek, and mentions how much 
Rachel enjoyed “the fish course” at the bachelorette party. 
Francesca then tries to hug Astrid, who finds Francesca’s 
familiarity odd. Astrid compliments Francesca’s Valentino 
dress, but she doesn’t share what designer she’s wearing 
tonight. 
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Rachel immediately thinks it’s strange that Nick's parents—who are 
wildly wealthy themselves—would confiscate their son's money and 
gifts. This suggests to her that his parents are selfish and are, 
perhaps, willing to use their son to better their positions. While it’s 
left unsaid if that’s why they confiscated Nick’s gifts and money, it is 
true they would (or, at least, Eleanor would) like to ensure that Nick 
carries on the family name and fortune by marrying someone they 
deem appropriate. 
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This passage utilizes dramatic irony; that is, readers know Eleanor 
isn't being genuinely friendly, but Rachel does not. Rachel is doing 
her best to follow Kerry's advice and behave in a way that will show 
she’s a “good,” well-raised Chinese girl, but this backfires—her gift 
and bow read as out of touch, not respectful. 
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Eleanor talks about staining floors (which almost certainly means 
paying other people to do the work) and ordering curtains from 
France like these are perfectly normal activities. This highlights her 
privilege: like Araminta’s mother getting her airplane painted 
multiple times to achieve the perfect shade of white, Eleanor has 
the money to burn on getting exactly the curtains and floor stain she 
wants. Privately, Eleanor remains petty and resentful of Rachel. As 
far as she’s concerned, Rachel isn’t part of the family and never will 
be—a sentiment that Rachel, once again, doesn’t pick up on. 
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It shows Rachel how distant Nick is from his family when Daisy is 
the only person who hugs Nick. He's closer, she suspects, to friends 
than he is to his family (readers have seen that this is because his 
friends offer him emotional support and love him for who he is, 
while his family sees him as a tool to preserve wealth). Francesca, 
meanwhile, implies that she put the mutilated fish in Rachel's bag, 
essentially telling Rachel that she isn’t welcome here. Astrid subtly 
lets Francesca know that Francesca isn’t welcome, however, by 
refusing to reveal who designed her dress. 
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Eleanor leads her guests to her “little kitchen,’ which is massive. 
A cook and three maids are hard at work. After everyone is 
seated, Eleanor explains to Rachel that she never got to enter 
her mother-in-law’s kitchen, and now she gets to watch her 
food being cooked and sit in her own kitchen. Rachel finds this 
charming—Eleanor clearly has never cooked, but she finds 
being ina kitchen novel. She tells Eleanor she can only dream of 
having a kitchen so beautiful, and Eleanor is privately certain 
Rachel plans to use Nick’s money to get a beautiful kitchen. 


The maids serve beautiful bowls of noodle soup to the table. As 
the conversation progresses, Rachel demonstrates to Eleanor 
and her friends that she genuinely does know how to cook, and 
she and Francesca continue to exchange subtle insults and 
warnings. When asked, Rachel shares that she’s an economics 
professor, but she’s shocked when Nadine asks what a college 
professor earns per year. Nick, though, explains that this is a 
normal question here. Rachel does say she'd take a job in Asia if 
the right one came along, to which Eleanor and her friends 
exchange meaningful looks. Following dinner, Astrid insists she 
needs to go home to put Cassian to bed (in reality, Cassian’s 
nanny texted that Michael is home), and Nick and Rachel decide 
to leave too. 


Alone with her friends, Philip, and Francesca, Eleanor asks if 
everyone saw how Rachel was staring at everything and 
“adding everything up with her big bulging eyes” and her “little 
economist brain” Philip notes that Eleanor decorated the way 
she did because she wants people to stare and says he thought 
Rachel was nice and beautiful, knowing this will bother Eleanor. 
As Philip excuses himself, Daisy agrees that Rachel is pretty. 
Francesca then claims that at the bachelorette, Rachel 
tastelessly chose the most expensive dresses at the boutique 
and spent all day taking classes at the spa, clearly to abuse 
Araminta’s generosity and avoid everyone. She also said Nick 
was “a TOTAL catch.” Eleanor, feeling calm and in control, says 
they should just let the wedding weekend unfold—Rachel might 
not make it through the weekend. 


PART 3, CHAPTER 1 


As the vintage Daimler Ah Ma sent for Rachel and Nick winds 
up the driveway to Tyersall Park, Nick points out landmarks 
and tells Rachel about all the trouble he and Colin got into 
when they were kids. At the house, servants carry luggage 
inside and the butler shares that Ah Ma is in the starfruit grove. 
Winding their way through the gardens, they come upon Ah Ma 
perched precariously on a ladder, wrapping starfruits in plastic 
bags while servants help and her lady’s maids observe. Rachel 
is concerned for the old woman's safety, but Nick insists Ah Ma 
is fine. 
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Subtly, Eleanor implies that she lives the way she does in part 
because, for at least some of her married life, An Ma—her mother- 
in-law—carefully controlled her. This is, perhaps, culturally normal, 
but even Eleanor acknowledges that it being normal doesn’t make it 
fun or easy to accept. And yet, she seems totally willing to behave 
just as controllingly when it comes to Nick and his future wife, who, 
if she has her way, won't be Rachel. 
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Academia isn’t known for paying professors very well, especially if 
one is going by wealthy Singaporean standards. Nadine’s question 
thus feels particularly pointed, given that readers know Eleanor and 
her friends are out to chase Rachel off. Still, the question is also 
hypocritical and speaks to different standards for women seeking to 
marry into the family than for male family members. Nadine and 
Eleanor define Rachel by her profession and how much money she 
makes, while there's no mention that Nick is also a professor. 
Because he’s a Young, his profession doesn't matter, as he has his 
name and family fortune to support him. 
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Eleanor negatively defines Rachel by her job—that is, she suggests 
that because Rachel is an economist, she must know (and care) 
what everything in Eleanor’s apartment costs and be interested in 
calculating its value. This couldn't be farther from the truth, though: 
Rachel was awed by the wealth on display, to be sure, but she has 
no idea what anything cost. The fact that readers know Rachel 
gravitated to the dresses she did during the bachelorette shopping 
spree because she thought they were simpler (and thus less 
expensive) confirms this. Francesca, however, continues to willfully 
misinterpret Rachel’s behavior to cast her in a negative light: Rachel 
was avoiding everyone at the bachelorette no doubt because 
everyone was awful to her. 
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Nick still reads as an ordinary guy who just happens to come from 
extraordinary circumstances—his early exposures to wealth haven't 
corrupted him and robbed him of his humanity and compassion, as 
seems to have happened with Eleanor. This is readers’ (and 
Rachel's) first opportunity to get a good sense of the kind of person 
Ah Ma is. Remember that her husband, James Young, was a “great” 
man because of his compassion, too, so this offers hope that Ah Ma 
may share this quality with her late husband. 
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When Ah Ma is finished with the tree, she leads Nick and 
Rachel to her orchid greenhouse in an English-style section of 
the garden, where servants set out a lavish tea service on an 
elaborately carved stone table. Ah Ma encourages Rachel to try 
the lemon curd on the scones, and Rachel tells Nick he’s 
right—these scones are the best. When Rachel asks Ah Ma if 
afternoon tea like this is a family custom, Ah Ma explains that 
she came from Peking and grew up serving tea to English 
guests, and it became a tradition when she married her English- 
educated husband. Ah Ma then mentions how her father said 
China would one day be the most powerful country in the 
world and says that the recent Beijing Olympics proved how 
great China is—and so Nick’s place, obviously, is in Asia. 


Nick assures Ah Ma that he'll return, but he’s learning a lot in 
New York right now. Ah Ma complains that Nick has become 
too Western. Rachel thinks this is ironic—this traditional 
Chinese woman is delivering this speech in a walled English 
garden. Nick excuses himself to greet family members who are 
supposed to arrive momentarily. Ah Ma asks a gardener to turn 
the heat up five degrees, and she then asks Rachel about her 
amily. She says nothing about Rachel’s answers, but she then 
explains that her own father had many children with various 
women and only formally accepted three. He believed he could 
tell a person’s future based on their face, and in all cases, his 
assessments were correct. Ah Ma says she “see[s] [Rachel's] 
face,” but Nick and a gaggle of family members arrive just then. 
Eddie dramatically greets Ah Ma, but Ah Ma smacks him. 


PART 3, CHAPTER 2 


Tonight, Harry Leong is throwing a party for Colin, his 
nephew—and Annabel Lee is secretly more excited about this 
party than any of the other wedding festivities. This is because 
when she and her husband moved with little Araminta to 
Singapore from China more than 20 years ago, Annabel quickly 
realized that there were richer, snobbier people than the other 
ainland Chinese like herself—and she desperately wanted to 
see how they lived. At this party, she'll finally get her wish. At 
the Leongs’ house, Annabel takes note of the various details 
and enjoys rubbing shoulders with the likes of Felicity, Astrid, 
and Eleanor. Annabel is content. She's certain now she made 
the right choices for Araminta—Araminta looks like she belongs 
among these “people of breeding and taste.” Nobody here is 
trying to network or one-up people, and nobody’s wearing 
Louis Vuitton. 
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Ah Ma says nothing openly antagonistic or rude. Still, she clearly 
thinks Nick is wasting his time in the U.S., where he lives with Rachel 
and where he and Rachel seem to be happy. This is an early 
indication that Ah Ma, like Eleanor, may want to exert her will on 
her grandson and try to force him to adhere to what she believes is 
appropriate. Discussing how great China is also suggests that Ah 
Ma sees China (and perhaps Asia as a whole) as superior to the U.S. 
or Europe. Still, she also seems perfectly happy following some 
European customs, such as English tea, if they please her or her 
family members. 
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Rachel recognizes that Ah Ma is cherry picking the parts of western 
culture that suit her (such as a certain landscaping styles and 
afternoon tea) while rejecting things (like Nick's independence) that 
don't let her get her way. While Rachel finds this odd and somewhat 
hypocritical, though, remember that Oliver noted earlier that 
wealthy Asian people of Ah Ma’s generation collected Art Deco and 
European art to signal status, so this isn’t as contradictory as Rachel 
thinks. Still, the important piece here is that Ah Ma isn't thrilled with 
Nick’s choices to live in New York and make his life there—and this 
may also extend to his choice to date Rachel, whom others in the 
family believe is an inappropriate future wife for Nick. 
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Harry Leong is Astrid’s dad, and Dr. Gu called him a “kingmaker” in 
government. This reminds readers again how wealthy and powerful 
Nick’s family is. Annabel, like Wye Mun, makes reference to how 
private this uppermost class is—but she, unlike Wye Mun, has at 
least risen high enough to know they exist and attend a party at a 
member's home. However, it’s unlikely Araminta actually belongs, 
since it doesn’t seem like anyone can really break into the rarified 
circle, so this only highlights that Annabel doesn't really understand 
the ultrawealthy. Colin is also not part of that circle (he’s a marriage 
or two removed), so it’s not like Araminta is marrying up ina 
significant way. 
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Astrid, meanwhile, is hiding outside her parents’ house waiting 
for Michael. She grabs him when he arrives so it looks like they 
came together. He quietly asks if Cassian is here—and when 
Astrid says he isn’t, Michael accuses Astrid of tricking him to 
get him to come to this event. Brushing this off, Astrid insists 
they have to plan for the wedding on Saturday, but Michael 
insists he’s not going. He says Astrid can tell people he’s 
working. When she accuses him of seeing his mistress, he says 
that he “never wanted to resort to this” but admits that he is, in 
fact, seeing his mistress. Just then, Astrid’s sister-in-law rushes 
over and asks Michael to take a look at the malfunctioning 
oven. He snaps that he’s not a handyman and storms off, and 
Astrid explains that he’s just upset because he might miss the 
wedding. 


Eddie and his family are in the car that will drop them at the 
party, and Eddie is quizzing his children on how they're 
supposed to behave. Kalliste dutifully says she’s going to play 
classical music on the piano, though she asks if she can also play 
Lady Gaga. Eddie threatens to break her fingers if she does and 
tells Constantine to button his jacket. He scolds the small boy 
for buttoning his last button, and Fiona pulls her son onto her 
lap. This annoys Eddie. When asked, Augustine tells Eddie how 
they'll walk into the house, and Eddie excitedly says he can't 
wait for people to see their “splendid entrance.’ 


Eleanor follows Nick and Rachel into the Leongs’ house, thrilled 
when Nick takes Rachel immediately to meet Victoria and 
Cassandra, Philip’s “snottiest” sisters. The women coolly greet 
Rachel just as Eddie, Fiona, and their kids enter. Cassandra and 
Victoria scoff at how the kids are dressed—it’s hot, and they’re 
“dressed for a shooting weekend” in Scotland in designer 
clothes. Another couple enters behind Eddie’s family. Nick 
whispers to Rachel that that’s Alistair and apparently Kitty 
Pong. Kitty is dressed in a tight striped tube dress and wears 
false eyelashes and hair extensions—and as the couple 
approaches, Rachel realizes the white stripes on the dress are 
sheer, revealing Kitty’s nipples. Alistair proudly introduces 
Kitty while everyone gapes—and he then announces they’re 
engaged. Not noticing that nobody seems happy about this, 
Alistair greets Rachel. Victoria and Cassandra immediately ask 
Rachel to explain the American economy to them. 
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It remains highly important to Astrid to hide any evidence that she 
and Michael are struggling right now. Since the narrative last 
focused on her perspective, readers have gotten several more clues 
as to how powerful and prestigious her family is—and given that 
divorce or other familial “imperfections” are seen as shameful, Astrid 
has a long way to fall if she winds up a divorcée. Michael, though, is 
just tired of being treated like tech support, and Astrid’s family is 
totally incapable of showing him genuine respect. Their focus on 
wealth at the exclusion of all else makes a genuine relationship 
impossible. 
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Eddie once again seems to be played for laughs: it’s absurd, though 
not funny, that he’s threatening to break his daughter’s fingers for 
playing pop music. The point, though, is that he’s so focused on 
broadcasting a very specific image of his family that he’s 
unnecessarily cruel to his children and his wife (and he fails to see 
them as people). Just as Astrid’s family alienates Michael because 
they don’t understand his class background, Eddie alienates his 
immediate family because all he cares about is using them to bolster 
his own image. 


Eddie isn’t achieving his goals of a “splendid entrance,” to say the 
least. Cassandra and Victoria’s reaction to his kids’ clothing 
suggests that Eddie is out of touch. He chooses clothes that he 
thinks look great and connote wealth and power—but in practice, 
the clothes are ridiculous, inappropriate, and make him look bad. 
Kitty Pong reads as the epitome of classlessness. Her false lashes 
and extensions convey that she’s trying too hard, while her revealing 
dress is inappropriate for such a formal event. Rachel, then, looks 
reasonable as a girlfriend in comparison. In both Kitty and Eddie's 
cases, their clothing choices highlight their lack of class and that 
they're trying way too hard—and that they're failing. 
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Rachel and Peik Lin are at arestaurant, and Rachel is telling her 
friend about Kitty Pong’s visible nipples and black thong, as 
well as the disastrous bachelorette party. She then shares what 
staying at Tyersall Park has been like: she has a personal maid, 
there’s lavender water in the irons, and the breakfast buffet is 
in a different part of the house every morning. And tonight, the 
pre-wedding party is on a boat. Peik Lin asks what “outfits” 
Rachel is planning to wear this weekend. Rachel reveals that 
she brought only one nice dress, though she’s not worried 
about wearing it to every event since she’s just not into fashion. 
Scandalized, Peik Lin says she’s taking Rachel shopping. 


Not long after, Rachel is in Patric’s atelier, standing on a dais in 
her underwear while Patric studies her body. Shouting for his 
assistant, Patric asks for dresses to be brought in. Peik Lin 
explains that people all over Asia shop here, as the dresses are 
always fresh off the runway and Patric studied fashion in 
London, so his eye is exceptional. Thumbing through a rack, 
Rachel notes that there are no tags—that means the dresses 
are expensive, and she won't let Peik Lin buy her a dress. Peik 
Lin scoffs. Coming to a dress with hand-painted flowers on it, 


Rachel says she likes it. But Patric appears and takes it from her, 


as it’s reserved for Mandy Ling. 


Patric puts Rachel in dress after dress as Peik Lin reads the 
Singapore Tattle’s coverage of the wedding (it notes that 
Annabel spent more than $40 million on it). It lists some of the 
notable families who will be there—including the Taipei Plastics 
Chus. To her surprise, Rachel enjoys the experience. Finally, 
Peik Lin asks one of Patric’s assistants to wrap an entire rack of 
dresses and hands over her American Express card. Rachel 
argues that she can pay and insists she only needs one dress, 
since she has her black and white one. Noting that those are 
mourning colors and asking if Rachel is “really Chinese,’ Peik 
Lin tells Rachel to save her money for souvenirs. 
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Meanwhile, on the other side of Patric’s atelier, assistants are 
lacing Amanda Ling into an Alexander McQueen gown. 
Amanda is jetlagged and annoyed, and she tells her mom, 
Jacqueline Ling, that the dress is too tight and that she didn’t 
want to come to “Araminta’s silly wedding.” Jacqueline quips 
that Amanda had one job in New York and she failed, since Nick 
is obviously going to propose to “this girl.” Amanda proudly says 
she’s part of New York society now, and Nick isn’t going to 
propose. Jacqueline doesn't care. 


©2023 LitCharts LLC 


www.LitCharts.com 


Get hundreds more LitCharts at www.litcharts.com 


Even Rachel, who isn’t well-versed in fashion, is fully aware that 
Kitty made a huge mistake with her outfit and makeup. The novel 
thus presents Kitty as having bad taste that is universally 
recognizable; that is, even readers who don’t recognize most brand 
names the narration drops will know without a doubt that Kitty is a 
joke. Peik Lin seeks to remedy Rachel's perceived fashion mistakes 
by taking her shopping, possibly giving Rachel yet another edge over 
Kitty (since the novel is pitting both women against each other, as 
they're both “inappropriate” outsiders seeking to marry in). 


© © O 


This phase of the shopping expedition is wildly uncomfortable for 
Rachel: Patric gets awfully up close and personal with her body, 
while Rachel isn’t prepared to drop thousands of dollars on a dress. 
This manner of shopping is also entirely new to Rachel, who is 
implied to be more comfortable with an American department store 
experience (that is, she’s used to perusing racks and choosing what 
she wants to try, not having someone dress her like a doll). 
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The Tattle is almost certainly referring to Rachel when it lists the 
Taipei Plastics Chus, reinforcing that simply because she’s Nick’s 
date, Rachel is already attracting a lot of attention. Peik Lin is 
perhaps being dramatic when she asks if Rachel is “really Chinese,” 
but she also highlights again that Rachel isn’t well-versed in 
traditional Chinese culture. She needs allies, like Peik Lin, to guide 
her through this event without making a huge, potentially offensive 
mistake. 
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Amanda is very clearly happy with her life in New York and has little 
desire to dive back into Singaporean social politics. But just as 
Eleanor is trying to position Nick to carry on the family name and 
preserve the family’s fortune, Jacqueline is also trying to bully her 
daughter into bettering the family’s position. It doesn’t matter to 
Jacqueline that Amanda has no interest in marrying Nick (or that 
Nick is smitten with Rachel). The people in the younger generation 
are treated like pawns, not humans. 
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PART 3, CHAPTER 4 


Since Nick left early in the morning to help Colin get ready, 
Rachel is in a car with Malcolm, Alexandra, and Victoria, 
listening to them gripe about the security checkpoints on the 
way to the church (there are important politicians in 
attendance). When they arrive, photographers start snapping 
pictures. They briefly pay attention to Rachel, but then Eddie, 
Fiona, and their kids get out of the car behind Rachel’s and the 
photographers and newscasters ask Eddie what he and his 
family are wearing. Looking around, Rachel sees that the 
wedding really is about showing off one’s clothing. While 
Nick’s aunties are wearing old, matronly, and even black and 
white dresses, many other guests are dressed fashionably in 
Parisian fashions or traditional saris or kimonos. Rachel is in an 
ice-blue dress with a matching blazer. 


At the doors, an usher asks Rachel and Nick’s aunties for their 
names so he can show them to their seats. Victoria scoffs that 
this is her church and she'll sit in her pew. But inside, the older 
women are aghast and disoriented: the brick, stained glass, and 
wood pews have been covered up or traded out for light wood 
chairs, silver lattice walls, and young aspen trees suspended 
from the ceiling. Nick’s family aren't the only people ignoring 
the seating chart, as Annabel had no idea how to manage the 
“old-guard families” and their rivalries. Rachel joins Nick’s 
family near the front and soon, Oliver and his grandmother, 
Rosemary T’sien, join them. Oliver slips in next to Rachel, 
compliments her outfit, and then quietly tells her who 
everyone in attendance is. 


Across the aisle, Daisy, Nadine, and Carol whisper that Annabel 
Lee has certainly made it: the Lees were nothing when they 
arrived in Singapore, but now, the president, prime minister, 
and Cassandra Shang are here. The ladies watch Alistair and 
Kitty enter the church and excitedly wait for the Young family 
to reject such a “shameful” addition to the family. However, the 
couple joins the family without issue, and Daisy sighs that 
Rachel looks like “the Blessed Virgin” compared to Kitty. Just 
then, Eleanor enters the church and notices how expensive 
Rachel’s dress is—she must be draining Nick’s accounts. It 
annoys her too when Rachel says that she and Nick went 
“home” early last night; it’s so presumptuous for Rachel to refer 
to Tyersall Park that way. 
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Nick’s relatives in the car seem at once like stereotypical crabby 
relatives and wildly entitled. It’s pretty standard for security to get 
involved wherever important politicians go, as annoying as extra 
security can be; his relatives seem to expect special treatment. The 
variety of clothing styles highlights that Singapore offers a lot of 
freedom to choose whether one wants to wear a traditional 
garment, like a kimono, or western fashions like Rachel's dress. 
When it comes to fashion, it seems, there’s little (if any) risk of being 
called “too western.” 
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Once again, the novel shows that Annabel and Araminta have in no 
way “made it” and integrated into the highest ranks of Singaporean 
society by noting that Annabel doesn’t know how to deal with “old- 
guard families.” She doesn’t know how to deal with them because 
she isn't one of them—though she and her family are moving up in 
the world, as those families still come to the wedding. Meanwhile, 
the extravagant decorations highlight that Annabel is nevertheless 
wildly wealthy, though it’s interesting that her choices shock Nick’s 
family so much. This may speak to the difference between the 

ultrawealthy (like Annabel) and the tiny elite class above hers, which 
associates class with discretion. 
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Grouping Cassandra Shang in with the president and prime minister 
is another indication of how powerful the Young family is. Rachel 
and Kitty are both outsiders hoping to marry into the Young family, 
but the novel shows again that they are hardly comparable. Rachel 
can at least look like she fits in, while Kitty is entirely classless to the 
point of being “shameful.” Eleanor, meanwhile, gets increasingly 
upset about everything Rachel does. Saying you're “going home” to 
mean going back to a hotel or other accommodations is a standard 
figure of speech, but Eleanor interprets it maliciously. And she also 
assumes Rachel is inappropriately taking advantage of Nick, when 
really, Rachel only barely agreed to let Peik Lin do something nice for 
her. 


© © 0 


Page 62 


All LitCharts 


Just then, the church goes quiet—but it’s Astrid and Ah Ma 
coming up the aisle, not the bride. Oliver, shocked, tells Rachel 
that people go to see Su Yi; Su Yi doesn't go to people’s events. 
When a woman curtsies to Ah Ma, Oliver explains that Su Yi's 
family saved the woman—who is the prime minister’s wife—and 
her family during World War II. He also notes that Su Yi’s dress 
is made of rare, expensive lotus-flower fabric that’s normally 
reserved for monks. Su Yi joins her daughters, explaining to 
Alexandra and Victoria that she wanted to see Nick as best 
man. As if on cue, Colin, Nick, Lionel, and Mehmet appear at the 
altar and the wedding commences. 


First, around 100 small blond boys—the Vienna Boys’ 
Choir—sing, and then the 16 bridesmaids enter as the 
orchestra plays. A virtuoso violinist plays as Araminta and her 
father walk down the aisle. Araminta shocks everyone by 
wearing a custom dress by Valentino, which is modeled after 
dresses European princesses wore (this makes her look like a 
“proper young wife from a very traditional, old-money Asian 
family”). Annabel Lee is thrilled; this wedding is a triumph. As 
this is going on, Astrid is relieved nobody notices Michael’s 
absence and Nick smiles at Rachel. He realizes, suddenly, he 
wants to marry her. He whispers “I love you” to her, and Eleanor 
sees this—time is running out. Araminta, meanwhile, notices 
Astrid’s dress: “that damn bitch” didn’t wear a new dress to her 
wedding. 


PART 3, CHAPTER 5 


As wedding guests move toward the reception area, even 
unimpressed Victoria is unable to speak: the lawn is “an atomic 
explosion of flowers,’ with flower sculptures and a huge 
champagne fountain. Cassandra joins Rachel and Oliver in 
staring at a tower of roses and notes that because Annabel 
purchased so many roses, the worldwide price for the flower 
spiked. She asks Oliver how much “these Mainlanders” spent 
on the wedding and rejects Oliver’s correction that the Lees 
aren't really Mainlanders anymore, given that they've been in 
Singapore for decades. She quips that the family is acting like 
Mainlanders by spending like this. Oliver reveals he’s been 
keeping a tally of where the money is going, and he’s only 
counted six million—the ball tonight should be spectacular. 


Nick appears with champagne, and Oliver asks what everyone 
thought of Araminta’s dress. Rachel liked it, but Cassandra 
quips that it made Araminta look like “some kind of medieval 
bride.’ Oliver insists that was the point. Laughing, Nick says he’s 
taking Rachel for amoment, and Oliver warns them against 
“hanky-panky in the bushes.” Cassandra notes that, with Kitty 
Pong here, Rachel and Nick aren’t worth worrying about. 
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That Ah Mah is ostensibly here to see Nick reinforces that Nick is 
the favorite grandson—thus, he’s in a good position to inherit her 
fortune and is an extremely eligible bachelor for young women 
looking to marry up. Ah Ma’s absurd wealth is on display here, but 
only to those who know what they're looking for. That is, it’s not 
clear if it’s obvious to most people how rare and special her dress 
fabric is, or if Oliver just knows because he’s her grand-nephew. 


© © 0 


Grand displays of wealth abound, from the Vienna Boys’ Choir 
(perhaps the best known boys’ choir in the world) to the virtuoso 
violinist to a custom wedding dress by a renowned designer. The 
dress shows how a person can use fashion to communicate 
something very specific: in this case, that Araminta is traditional 
and “old-money,’ rather than the new-money fashion icon she is. 
However, when it comes to Astrid’s fashion choices, the novel shows 
that one’s fashion choices can also be used to snub others (though 
Astrid is almost certainly dressed the way she is because she’s so 
stressed about Michael). 
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Even Nick's extremely wealthy family members find the money 
spent on this wedding absurd. Indeed, it’s ridiculous that one person 
has enough money to purchase so many roses that it affects the 
worldwide flower market. Cassandra again associates restraint with 
old money, while spending wildly (as she believes the Lees have on 
this wedding) is something only new-money families do. Oliver's 
correction offers hope that future generations aren't going to be as 
stuffy and class-conscious as Eleanor, Cassandra, and Nick’s other 
aunties. 
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Cassandra is humorously judgmental of Kitty and is surprisingly 
accepting of Rachel—at least when Kitty is around to act as Rachel's 
foil. This highlights how Nick’s family is willing to focus on different 
concerns depending on the circumstances. Eleanor's behavior 
makes it clear that normally, everyone would take issue with Rachel. 
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Kitty, meanwhile, is in heaven. She’s found Singapore 
disappointing so far, as she and Alistair are stuck in a regular 
hotel room and his family clearly isn’t as rich as Alistair said 
they were—Felicity lives in a wooden house with old unpolished 
Chinese furniture. The wealthy people Kitty knows in China are 
clearly richer, as they live in huge new mansions decorated by 
Parisian designers. This wedding reception, though, is perfect. 
Alistair points out several notable guests and Ah Ma, who's in a 
gazebo speaking to the Sultana of Borneo. Noticing the 
sultana’s diamonds, Kitty drags Alistair to introduce her. 
Alexandra sends guards to not let “that strumpet” in, but Ah Ma 
asks who the “jumping girl” is with Alistair. Mischievously, 
Cassandra says the girl is Alistair’s girlfriend—and Ah Ma says 
she wants to meet her. 


Alistair introduces Kitty as his flancée, shocking Ah Ma and 
embarrassing Alexandra. Kitty briefly greets Ah Ma and then 
engages the Sultana of Borneo in conversation—and the 
sultana watches the soap opera Kitty acts in, so she’s happy to 
talk and even lets Kitty touch her 118-carat diamond brooch. 
Kitty tells Alistair that he must buy her a diamond like that 
someday, scandalizing the other women in the gazebo. The 
sultana asks for Kitty’s autograph, asks Ah Ma to invite her to 
the wedding, and gives Kitty one of her huge diamond rings as 
an engagement gift. 


ick leads Rachel away from the reception and to a colonial-era 
gatehouse. This, he says, was his childhood hideout, and he had 
his first kiss here. As he’s about to tell Rachel what he was 
thinking in the church, a gorgeous girl in the hand-painted silk 
dress from Patric’s and a white man emerge on the roof. 
Shocked, Nick calls the girl Mandy, and she calls him Nico. Nick 
introduces Rachel, and Mandy tells the white man, her 
boyfriend, that this is where she had her first kiss—with Nick. 
Mandy shares that she lives in New York and has heard a lot 
about Rachel, and she’s offended Nick has told Rachel nothing 
about her. She then points out where her and “Nico’s” names 
are carved into the stone next to an infinity symbol. 
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This brief dip into Kitty’s perspective shows readers that she has no 
grasp of what extreme wealth looks like. She's attracted to what 
Cassandra just said is a very Mainland Chinese (that is, newly rich) 
aesthetic. Mentioning the homes in China also seems to be a nod to 
Eleanor’s earlier judgment of Lorena’s Shenzhen apartment, which 
she deemed tasteless. Kitty also doesn’t think about the fact that 
only a tiny percentage of housing in Singapore is single-family, so 
simply owning a detached house is a sign of immense wealth. The 
Leongs’ “old” Chinese furniture are also, no doubt, priceless 
antiques. 
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The Sultana of Borneo, as an actual royal person, is likely more like 
Ah Ma (in terms of being from old money) than like Araminta’s 
family. That is to say, her kindness toward Kitty reads as surprising 
given her status—she seems totally unperturbed by Kitty’s interest 
in her diamonds (which is framed as being scandalously 
inappropriate), and she treats Kitty like a person deserving of 
respect and kindness. 
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Whatever Mandy said to her mom (Jacqueline Ling) about not 
wanting to be here and not caring about Nick, she still seems more 
than willing to try to stir up any doubts Rachel might have about 
Nick. Why exactly she uses a nickname for Nick is a mystery for 
now, but in any case, it connotes that she has a history with 
Nick—one that Rachel knows nothing about. This is designed to 
make Rachel feel unmoored and as though she doesn’t know who 
Nick really is. Nick’s failure to prep Rachel may continue to cause 
problems. 
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PART 3, CHAPTER 6 


That afternoon, Alexandra finds Su Yi having tea with Victoria 
and Fiona, doling out jewelry. Victoria looks ridiculous with a 
strand of diamonds over a gingham shirt, and Su Yi is giving 
Fiona an antique sapphire choker. Su Yi offers Alexandra 
jewelry, but Alexandra insists she’s wearing her pearls 
tonight—she doesn’t want to “look like one of those Khoo 
women.’ Changing the subject, Su Yi asks why no one told her 
that Alistair and Kitty are engaged, and where is Kitty from? 
Her grandson can’t marry “some actress [...] of questionable 
lineage,’ and Alexandra needs to break them up. Alexandra asks 
what Su Yi plans to do about Nick and Rachel, but Su Yi insists 
Nick is just “having fun” with Rachel. When her daughters begin 
arguing about how to get Alistair to give up Kitty, Su Yi tells a 
maid to call Oliver T’sien. 


That evening, Rachel studies her reflection in the mirror and 
wonders if Nick was telling the truth earlier when he said he 
and Mandy were just childhood sweethearts—Mandy seemed 


awfully protective. Nick enters, tells Rachel she looks gorgeous, 


and leads her into the hallway. 


Just then, Augustine races past and insists he has to hide: he 
spilled Fanta on Eddie’s suit, and Eddie threatened to kill 
Augustine. Nick promises to protect the boy. At the bottom of 
the stairs, Eddie is screaming at the housekeeper that he needs 
his suit cleaned now. When he sees Augustine, Eddie shouts 
curses at his son and starts up the stairs. Fiona grabs his arm, 
and Eddie accuses her of wrinkling his shirt. Nick tries to 
reason with Eddie, but Eddie says his family’s “monochromatic 
fashion statement” is ruined. At this, Fiona says she’s tired of 
Eddie’s behavior and asks Nick if she and the children can ride 
to the ball with him and Rachel. She tells Rachel she looks 
amazing and, glaring at Eddie, insists Rachel borrow the 
sapphire choker from Su Yi tonight. She doesn’t need it to look 
good. 
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This passage helps readers understand where Su Yi stands on her 
grandsons’ romantic partners. That is, it’s fine to just “hav[e] fun” 
with whomever, but she expects to being consulted for approval 
when it comes to any prospective wives. This is why she gives Nick a 
pass here: he told her that he and Rachel are just having a fun 
vacation. Minimizing their relationship like that leads Su Yi to 
believe that Nick isn’t serious about Rachel, when readers (and 
other family members) know or suspect that Nick is, in fact, serious. 
This spells trouble for Rachel. It also highlights that though Nick and 
his grandma might be close, she still sees him primarily as a way to 
carry on the family line. 
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Mandy has successfully caused Rachel to doubt her relationship 
with Nick, at least a little bit. Eleanor’s plan is working—at least for 
now. 


Eddie continues to demonstrate that his immense wealth has 
robbed him of his humanity. As he sees it, nothing is more important 
than his family’s “monochromatic fashion statement,” but that 
doesn’t actually justify making death threats to a child or abusing 
the housekeeping staff. His behavior pushes Fiona to her breaking 
point; she refuses to continue letting Eddie treat her and their 
children like props. Lending the necklace to Rachel allows Fiona to 
spite Eddie by defying how he wants her to look, while also signaling 
that she accepts lower-class Rachel (or is, at least, willing to use 
Rachel when it's convenient, though she’s shown no animosity 
toward Rachel thus far). 
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PART 3, CHAPTER 7 


Rachel is amused to see how many well-dressed wedding 
guests are not impressed by the Cuban band playing ina 
warehouse. She, Nick, and Oliver discuss the fashionable styles 
people are wearing until the lights dim and doors open to 
reveal ferries ready to take guests to the next location. Astrid 
hurries onto a ferry with people she doesn’t know so she won't 
have to lie about where Michael is. But when she turns around, 
she notices Charlie Wu watching her. He joins her at the railing, 
where they briefly discuss his job (he’s in tech, and people call 
him the “Asian Steve Jobs”) and their respective families. 
Charlie is also here alone; he jokes that unless you're really 
important, your spouse wasn't invited. Privately, Astrid thinks 
she was terrible to Charlie when she broke up with him. 


Just then, the ferries approach an island, on which a crystal 
palace has been erected in the forest. Trees and vines drape 
over the glass panels, and Charlie observes that it cost more 
than $40 million. Araminta, in a white silk dress, and Colin 
greet their guests. Araminta asks Colin to tell her when he 
spots Astrid so she can scope what Astrid is wearing. When 
they notice Astrid in a cheongsam, Araminta asks what the 
point of this wedding even is. 


Finally, all the guests are on the island—and Cirque du Soleil 
performers drop from the ceiling. Kitty jumps with excitement 
at the sight. Oliver appears next to her, and she tells him she 
loves Cirque du Soleil—she has to have them at her wedding, 
too. When Oliver notes that'll be expensive, Kitty insists 
Alistair, or his parents, can handle it. Quietly, Oliver tells her 
the Chengs live in a basic flat with ratty bath mats, and Malcolm 
Cheng doesn’t make much as a doctor because malpractice 
insurance is so expensive. The Chengs spent all their money on 
their kids’ educations, and Eddie will inherit what’s left since 
he’s the eldest son. Privately relieved that Kitty doesn’t seem to 

now how much real estate the Chengs own, he continues that 
none of that matters when Kitty is so clearly in love. 
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Rachel might not know exactly what high-class Singaporeans think 
a wedding should be like, but she nevertheless understands that this 
isn't it. Recall that Charlie and Astrid were engaged years ago and 
that Astrid’s parents didn’t approve of Charlie because he wasn’t 
wealthy enough. Essentially, what happened to Astrid and Charlie is 
what many in Nick’s family hope will happen between Rachel and 
Nick. So, it’s interesting to see that Astrid and Charlie still like each 
other and have chemistry. How their relationship evolves over the 
rest of the novel will, perhaps, offer some insight into what Rachel 
and Nick might have in store. 
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The amount of money the Lees spent on this wedding is truly 
astronomical. Araminta expects her guests, namely Astrid, to wear 
new clothes to the event as a sign that they're taking it seriously and 
respect her; this is why she feels like Astrid is snubbing her by 
wearing simple clothes she already owns. Note too that Araminta 
has this response to Astrid wearing a cheongsam, a traditional 
Chinese garment. Araminta, it seems, prefers Parisian fashions to 
Chinese ones, and she judges Astrid for making the traditional 
choice. 
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Humorously, Kitty is probably correct that the Chengs could hire 
Cirque du Soleil (a troupe of world-famous acrobats) many times 
over. But Oliver preys on the fact that Kitty doesn’t know what old- 
money wealth looks like. For instance, Eddie has referred to his 
parents as “royalty” and has said outright that his parents don’t act 
as wealthy as they actually are. Oliver recognizes that Kitty truly is 
dating Alistair for his money, and that not having Cirque du Soleil at 
her wedding may indeed be a dealbreaker. This, of course, contrasts 
with Rachel, who has said she doesn’t care about Nick's money. 
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Dinner starts at nine in a vast banquet hall, an elaborate glass 
building that looks over a manmade lagoon. Carol Tai asks if the 
Lees built this for the wedding, but Dato’ Tai Toh Lui explains 
that it’s part of the eco-luxury resort that the Lees are building 
here. Daisy whispers that the Lees can change the name all 
they want, but this is Ghost Island—Japanese soldiers shot 
young Chinese men here during World War II, and it’s haunted. 


Rachel stares apprehensively at dinner’s first course, which is 
supposed to be sea scallop, ginseng vapors, and mushroom, but 
is a bowl encased in a wobbly pink bubble. Nick and Mehmet 
encourage Rachel to pop the bubble, which reveals a scallop 
and mushrooms in soup. Nick observes that across the hall, 
Eleanor is not impressed by the food. Eleanor is indeed upset, 
but not about the food: she noticed Rachel’s sapphire necklace. 
How did she get it? Trading seats with Philip, Eleanor 
compliments Victoria’s diamond necklace (Victoria wants to 
roll her eyes, as Eleanor has never complimented her in 30 
years). Victoria breezily says that Ah Ma was giving out jewelry 
earlier, and she notes that Ah Ma thought the sapphires would 
look great on Rachel. She knows Fiona lent the necklace to 
Rachel, but she wants to upset Eleanor. 


Eleanor notes that Rachel’s background is “dubious,” but 
Victoria pretends she’s not worried. Victoria says Rachel is so 
educated, sensible, and speaks perfect Mandarin (these are 
qualities Eleanor does not have). Besides, Victoria continues, 
Rachel is way better than “that spendthrift Araminta Lee? This 
trendy food is so terrible and absurd. Eleanor quickly excuses 
herself, approaches Francesca, and leads her to an alcove. After 
sending Francesca to get water so she can take a Xanax, 
Eleanor says that her entire family is in love with Rachel. Very 
seriously, Francesca says she'll take care of it. 


When the sixth course is finished, the water in the lagoon glows 
and drains, and a woman rises up from its depths. Someone 
screams: it’s Tracy Kuan, whom Oliver explains is Asia’s Barbra 
Streisand. After Araminta and Colin dance their first dance, 
Tracy launches into a dance hit. Oliver, grabbing Cecelia, asks 
for help distracting Alistair. He cuts in and begins dancing with 
Kitty, steering her across the floor. Oliver says he saw the 
music video Kitty danced in—and he also saw the sexually 
explicit video. Kitty, he notes, didn’t work so hard to marry 
upper-middle-class Alistair, and he spins her into Bernard Tai. 
Stealing Bernard’s partner, Oliver whispers to Kitty that 
Bernard’s father is extremely wealthy—and Bernard is the only 
son. 
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The way that the Tais ask about the manmade lagoon suggests that 
even they believe constructing an entire lagoon for a wedding is 
going too far, further developing the delineation between the old- 
and new-money sets. Daisy then suggests that as wealthy and 
developed as Singapore becomes, it will never escape certain parts 
of its past, such as the horrors the country experienced during 
World War II. 
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For now, Rachel seems perfectly happy to enjoy this absolutely 
absurd and pretentious dinner, and she has no idea how much grief 
she’s causing Eleanor. It’s important to note that Victoria isn’t the 
first person in the family to needle someone who's wildly traditional; 
Cassandra was the one to mortify Alexandra by telling Ah Ma that 
Kitty is Alistair’s girlfriend. Neither Victoria or Cassandra, though, 
seem to have any thought for the trouble this might cause Kitty or 
Rachel. Their own enjoyment at making someone else squirm is all 
that matters. Part of this is because they see Kitty and Rachel as too 
low-class to deserve compassion. 
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Readers can infer that Victoria isn't actually sold on Rachel—again, 
her goal here is just to make Eleanor upset. And while it’s true that 
Rachel wouldn't likely offer such “trendy” and ridiculous food at her 
wedding, that’s not a point Eleanor cares about. Eleanor is, instead, 
way more upset that Nick is going to supposedly sully the family 
name by marrying a girl from a “dubious” background. And 
“dubious” is simply code for lower-class. 
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Readers have already seen Bernard in action during the bachelor 
party. On the surface, he and Kitty seem like they'd get along 
swimmingly, as they're both very interested in opulent, absurd 
displays of wealth that most other characters find tasteless. Oliver, 
though, encourages Kitty to go for Bernard by pointing out that he’s 
rich, on the hunch that Kitty won't care about Bernard being cruel 
and crass as long as he has enough money to hire Cirque du Soleil at 
their wedding. If Oliver is successful, this highlights that Kitty's focus 
when it comes to marriage is on money—the same as Eleanor’s goal 
is for Nick, but from a different angle. 
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Astrid leaves the banquet for one of the terraces and, after 
watching her for a minute, Charlie joins her. They joke about 


and they discuss that kids these days are spending money so 
differently than they did. Then, Charlie admits his wife isn’t 
here because they don't live together anymore. In turn, Astrid 
tells the truth about Michael, admitting she doesn't know if he 
lives in Hong Kong now or if Michael truly has a child with his 
mistress. Charlie is horrified and suggests that they go to Hong 
Kong and find out. Nobody will have to know Astrid is there, 
and Charlie knows the best private investigators after his 
brother was kidnapped. 


Colin and Nick are watching Araminta and her dad dance, and 
Colin thanks Nick for his presence and support. They agree 
that Rachel looks fantastic tonight—and Nick admits that 
weddings are “infectious.” He wants to ask Rachel to marry him. 
Colin, thrilled, tells Nick to hurry so Nick’s kid can check Colin's 
into rehab (Araminta wants to get pregnant on their 
honeymoon). 


It’s nearly midnight, and Rachel is chatting with Sophie Khoo in 
the banquet hall. Francesca comes in and begins arguing with 
Mandy about where to go eat later—and Mandy adds that she 
and “Nico” used to go to a restaurant with perfect duck. Rachel 
asks why Mandy calls Nick Nico. Mandy shares that they spent 
asummer on Capri with Nick’s auntie Catherine, and the Italian 
ids there called him Nico. Rachel turns back to Sophie. 
Francesca whispers to Mandy that she’s “lost her edge,” and 
andy storms off. Francesca sadly says that Mandy is trying to 
“incite jealousy,’ and Rachel says she doesn't get why Mandy is 
doing this to her. Laughing, Francesca says Mandy is trying to 
make her jealous, not Rachel—Francesca was in Capri, and 
when they had a threesome, Nick was way more into her than 
andy. Nick appears; it’s time for fireworks. 
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Astrid learns here that she’s not the only one having marital 
troubles; neither she nor Charlie ended up in a happy relationship 
after their split. It’s presented like a throwaway detail, but readers 
might do a double take when Charlie notes that he knows great 
private investigators because his brother was kidnapped. That 
Charlie's brother was kidnapped at all reinforces that his family is 
wealthy and important, but Charlie also seems really glib about 
having these connections and about tracking Michael down. Doing 
so is nothing to him, despite the cost. 
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Recall Sophie saying earlier that in Singapore it's expected that 
women will marry in their 20s and immediately have babies, and 
that this will make them “complete.” Araminta is following this 
trajectory—or would like to. She may truly love Colin, but she may 
also be partly motivated by wanting to look like what a successful 
young woman is supposed to look like—and this means focusing on 
marriage and babies. 
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Readers know that though Mandy is putting on a good show, her 
heart isn’t really into destroying Nick and Rachel's relationship. For 
her part, Francesca seems to be simply motivated by a desire to 
keep someone like Rachel, who's lower-class and not part of 
Singapore's elite circle, out. Still, it’s ambiguous whether Francesca 
genuinely still has feelings for Nick, or if she'd marry him just to 
improve her own status, or if she just enjoys stirring the pot at 
Eleanor’s direction. Any explanation is possible, but all still hinge on 
the fact that Francesca doesn’t see Rachel as someone worth being 
considerate towards. 
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Astrid is charmed when Ah Chee, Charlie’s childhood maid, 
opens the door and greets her and Charlie warmly. She hurries 
away to get Astrid and Charlie food, though they insist they're 
not hungry. When Astrid notices the Brancusi sculptures, 
Charlie explains that his wife hates Brancusi. He was only able 
to get all his collected art out when he moved to this 
apartment, which is small but convenient. Astrid says it’s bigger 
than her apartment; Michael didn’t want to let Harry buy them 
a bigger place, so she agreed to live someplace Michael could 
afford. Annoyed by “that idiot” Michael, Charlie sets Astrid up 
in his bedroom and leaves her alone. As Astrid admires the 
Hong Kong skyline, she thinks about her and Charlie's early 
days. 


t's 1995, and Charlie has brought Astrid to see Paris for the 
first time. Charlie grew up flying through Europe, eating out, 
and shopping, but Astrid didn’t: her family eats at home and has 
a family tailor who makes their clothes. Now that they're both 
18, Charlie wants to show Astrid his world, “dress her like the 
princess she [is],” and make her his. So he leads her to a 
boutique and sends her to look around while he buys camera 
batteries across the street. Astrid enters the chic, modern 
space and admires the clothes draped on hooks. The 
saleswoman haughtily asks if she can help Astrid, and when 
Astrid asks about one of the dresses, the woman says it’s 
couture—made to order—and really expensive. 


Astrid runs into Charlie as she’s leaving the boutique. He’s 
enraged to hear that the saleswoman wouldn't help Astrid and 
storms in. He tells the woman and the man who just appeared 
that he'd like to buy Astrid a new wardrobe. When the woman 
asks about payment, Charlie gets on his phone and asks his 
banker to get in contact with the Paris branch and call this shop 
to inform them he can afford whatever he wants. A few minutes 
later, the phone rings—and the woman apologizes, hangs up, 
and consults with her colleague in French. Astrid can 
understand everything and tells Charlie that his banker called 
the designer himself; he’s coming to supervise her fittings. 
Charlie insists Astrid choose at least 20 garments. According 
to his dad, the only way to get racist white people to respect 
you is to spend a lot of money. 


Charlie buys Astrid all sorts of things over the next week, from 
Hermès luggage to dozens of couture dresses and a diamond- 
encrusted watch. They eat out and dance. On this trip, Astrid 
discovers couture clothing and a new passion. Spending money 
like Charlie is exhilarating. 
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Unlike, say, Eddie, Charlie has a positive relationship with his staff, 
namely Ah Chee. Though she certainly facilitates his lavish lifestyle, 
this hasn't turned him into a cruel, classist monster. Constantin 
Brancusi is considered one of the most influential 20th-century 
sculptors, so his work is both coveted and expensive. These details 
about Ah Chee and Brancusi show that Charlie—like Astrid and 
Nick—has expensive taste and money to burn, but he still manages 
to be kind and compassionate. 
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Recall that Charlie isn't as wealthy as Astrid; indeed, these 
descriptions of his early life situate him alongside other new-money 
characters (like Peik Lin and Araminta) who are obsessed with 
shopping and showing off their wealth. However, he also recognizes 
that shopping can be fun, and that, by being so old-money that she 
doesn't shop, Astrid is missing out. Thus, he seeks to win her over by 
helping her develop the ultrawealthy person’s version of pedestrian 
taste. 


© 0 O 


Charlie does here what Astrid’s dad, Harry Leong, did in the novel’s 
prologue when he bought the Calthorpe Hotel after a racist hotelier 
was racist to Felicity. Money, Charlie suggests, has the unique power 
to essentially buy a person’s way out of experiencing racism—an 
obviously imperfect system, but one that perhaps enables people to 
avoid certain ugly realities to a certain extent. This perhaps explains 
why Eleanor, for instance, doesn’t want Rachel to marry in. Does she 
worry that diluting the family’s storied name and wealth might open 
members up to racism and discrimination? 


© O 


Though they don’t end up together, Charlie makes Astrid who she is 
in the present: a shopaholic who sees no issue spending money on 
things she likes. Astrid’s humanity seems to come, in part, from 
having embraced a more new-money perspective on spending. 
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Upon returning to Tyersall Park, Rachel returns the sapphire 
necklace to Fiona, hurries to her bedroom, and begins shoving 
her clothes in her suitcase. When Nick appears, confused, 
Rachel says she’s had enough of the “crazy women” in Nick’s 
life, like Mandy and Francesca. She brings up the threesome, 
and Nick says they were 16 and hormonal. (He doesn't say 
Francesca was different before she got all the money from her 
grandfather.) Rachel breaks down and tells Nick all the terrible 
things that happened at the bachelorette. Nick feels awful; he 
had no idea, and he begs her to let him make it up to her. 


Rachel says Nick still doesn’t get it. He didn’t prepare her for 
this, and it’s hard to know who he is anymore. Rachel says she 
doesn't feel like she could fit in here, but Nick argues that she 
does fit. Everyone loves her, from Colin and Mehmet to his 
parents and the rest of his family. Sighing, Rachel feels her 
anger dissipating: this is exactly what Francesca wanted to 
happen. Nick suggests they skip the tea ceremony tomorrow 
and go somewhere special. There will be no private jets: they're 
driving to Malaysia. 


PART 3, CHAPTER 11 


As Eleanor sits down to breakfast, a servant brings her the 
phone. It’s Daisy with breaking news: Nadine’s father-in-law 
just woke up from acoma. Nick enters the kitchen, so Eleanor 
hangs up and tells him the news. He doesn’t care much, and he 
says that he and Rachel are going away so he can propose. 
Eleanor is horrified, but Nick assures her Rachel will be a great 
daughter-in-law. He continues that he was going to propose in 
October, but he has to show her she’s important now after 
Francesca treated her so badly. 


Trying to speak calmly, Eleanor says Nick can’t marry Rachel. 
Rachel isn’t good enough; everyone thinks so, and Rachel’s 
family is from Mainland China. Nick insists Eleanor and her 
friends are being rude and snobbish. They're all Chinese, 
whether they live in Singapore or China. But Eleanor says Ah 

aand the rest of the family are just being polite to Rachel. 

one of them will accept her; they'll shun her like Kitty Pong. 

ick laughs and insists Ah Ma isn’t so traditional anymore, but 
Eleanor says Nick doesn’t know everything about Rachel’s 
family and warns that Ah Ma will disinherit him. He can keep 
Rachel as a mistress, but he can’t marry her. Disgusted, Nick 
leaves. Eleanor knows she only has one option, so she asks the 
servant to get the car ready to drive to Tyersall Park. 
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Finally, Rachel snaps. She's so out of her depth in Singapore, and it’s 
beyond her why people would behave so cruelly towards her just for 
the opportunity to marry Nick themselves. Valuing money over a 
genuine relationship with one’s life partner simply isn’t something 
she understands at all. For his part, Nick doesn't really get it 
either—if he did, he may have seen a reason to prepare her or to 
approach Eleanor differently. 
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Again, some of Rachel's disillusionment with Nick comes from the 
fact that he doesn't fully understand how exclusive and cutthroat 
upper-class Singaporean society is. He may have grown up in it, but 
(perhaps because he’s male) he’s oblivious to how important money, 
and preserving family money, is to his Singaporean peers. 
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Nick suspects Rachel is moving away from him, so his solution is to 
take their relationship to the next level. This, he believes, will show 
her that he doesn’t care that she comes from a middle-class 
American family and that he doesn’t condone Francesca and 
Mandy's actions. This is horrendous news for Eleanor, as this means 
that all her hard work to keep Nick’s future fortune in their elite 
circle has failed. 


Readers know that to some degree, Eleanor is right: Ah Ma will not 
be happy if Nick proposes to Rachel. Nick, however, doesn’t, and so 
he doesn't take Eleanor’s warning seriously. Instead, he insists 
Eleanor is just being snobby and classist and that acting this way is 
inappropriate in today’s day and age. Eleanor is being classist, of 
course, but she also knows that nobody in their wealthy circle is 
going to welcome Rachel with open arms—at best, she'll be treated 
like Michael: that is, as a curiosity. Eleanor decides that it’s time to 
loop in Ah Ma, reinforcing how much power Nick’s grandmother has 
over the family. 
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Astrid wakes up in the morning and, much to Ah Chee’s horror, 
eats only a bowl of yogurt from the elaborate breakfast spread 
Ah Chee ordered. Then, Astrid dresses as inconspicuously as 
she can, borrows a pair of Charlie’s sunglasses, and insists on 
walking to Charlie’s office. Joining the energetic pedestrian 
traffic, Astrid expertly navigates through shopping plazas to 
Wuthering Towers, where a man with an earpiece whisks her 
through security and up to the 55th floor. There, in Charlie's 
office, he introduces Astrid to Mr. Lui—who already knows 
where Michael is. 


Mr. Lui shows Astrid images of Michael entering a flat in Mong 
Kok. The woman who lets him in wears shorts and a skimpy 
tank top, and Astrid says she looks familiar. Maybe the woman 
was at her wedding. Mr. Lui knows nothing about her, and the 
apartment is registered to a man. Just then, Mr. Lui gets a 
notification that the woman and a boy just left the flat. Michael 
is, intheory, alone, and Astrid says she wants to see him. Astrid 
insists on seeing Michael alone, without Charlie. 


On the drive to the flat, Astrid doesn’t know what to think. 
Michael has clearly been having an affair since before he and 
Astrid married, so why did he marry her in the first place? 
Noting an ostentatiously-dressed couple in the car next to her, 
Astrid wonders what secrets they keep from each other, and 
whether they're happy. Soon, Astrid is knocking on the 
apartment door. Michael answers, disgusted that Astrid 
apparently got Harry involved and tracked him down. 


PART 3, CHAPTER 13 


Nick borrows Philip’s 1963 Jaguar, and he and Rachel begin the 
drive to Malaysia. He points out the sights as they go, and it 
finally feels like they're on vacation. They stop at a beach, 
where Nick buys food from a Malay woman and instructs 
Rachel to eat it with her fingers, as is the local custom. As they 
finish, the woman’s son returns with bags of ice and fresh 
sugarcane juice. Rachel asks why Nick never mentioned he 
speaks Malay, but Nick insists he only knows enough to order 
food. Continuing to push, Rachel says Nick downplays 
everything. She asks what his family is worth—people talk 
about them like they rule Asia’s economy, and she'd like to know 
what she’s supposedly after when people call her a “gold 
digger’ 
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It seems likely that Astrid has Charlie to thank for being so 
comfortable navigating downtown Hong Kong herself (recall that 
Astrid’s dad, Harry, wants Astrid driven everywhere; he'd certainly 
not support her walking in the city unsupervised). This reinforces 
that Astrid is, in some ways, an anomaly in that she has old-money 
wealth that she uses in very new-money ways. 


000 


Astrid focuses on the woman’s clothing because it shows her that 
the woman is working-class and inappropriately sexual—that is, all 
the things Astrid dislikes this woman for. Insisting on visiting 
Michael without Charlie is in line with how Astrid and her ilk view 
marriage (as a totally private matter if there's anything going 
wrong). 


Michael views Astrid as his enemy here, and one that’s totally in 
league with her parents—that’s why he believes Harry tracked him 
down. This gets at the fact that Michael believes Astrid’s family is 
out to get him, or at least wholly dislikes him. And in turn, this offers 
more reason for why he’s unhappy in his marriage—he’s never been 
accepted into the family. 


Recall that prior to this point, money, Nick’s family, and marriage 
have never come up before between Nick and Rachel. Now, though, 
all three subjects loom large over this conversation. Rachel believes 
it’s her right to know exactly what she’s getting herself into if she 
and Nick stay together and eventually marry. She might not be in 
this relationship for the money, but she acknowledges through 
bringing this up that she can’t escape the money, either. 
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ick is embarrassed. He’s been raised not to talk about money, 
but he also knows Rachel deserves to know—especially if he 
wants her to accept the ring in his pocket. So, he tells her the 
truth: he doesn’t know what his family is worth. His parents live 
on Eleanor’s inheritance, and Nick’s money comes from stocks 
his grandfather left him. He has no idea what Ah Ma is worth; 
she sees a financial adviser three times per year without even 
her lady's maids present. She’s very wealthy, but nobody talks 
about the family fortune. 


Rachel asks why people think Nick will inherit it all, but Nick 
says rich people here like to gossip about money, but it’s just 
gossip. He always sensed he was different, but as a kid, he 
cared about dessert and catching tadpoles, not money. He’s not 
entitled like some of his cousins. Nick leads Rachel back to the 
car, apologizing for not telling her more before they got here. 
Cameron Heights is only three hours away and they should 
arrive before dark. Unbeknownst to Rachel, Nick called ahead 
and arranged for the butler to set up candles and champagne at 
the lookout point, so Nick can propose to Rachel as the sun 
sets. 


Finally, Nick turns onto a private road that leads to a Tudor 
manor—Ah Ma’s summer lodge. He’s surprised when a young 
servant opens the door instead of the usual head butler. He 
curses when he sees Eleanor’s driver smoking at the edge of 
the lawn. Nick leads Rachel into the drawing room when he 
sees Eleanor there. He’s ready to argue, but then Eleanor 
excitedly tells Ah Ma that Nick is here. In Mandarin, a language 
Nick associates with being scolded as a child, Ah Ma says that 
she received “disturbing” news that Nick was coming here to 
propose to “the girl,’ and she doesn't give her permission for 
Nick to marry Rachel. So, they need to “stop all this nonsense” 
and go home so she can have a proper dinner, since the cooks 
aren't ready for her here. Rachel is both thrilled and offended. 
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Nick’s response implies that Rachel is approaching this conversation 
in avery American way. She's used to open, honest communication 
between close family members, while Nick is used to just not talking 
about things. Still, though Nick tells Rachel what he doesn’t 
know—exactly what his family is worth—he still leaves out a lot of 
other important information, such as that some branches of the 
family do, in fact, rule Asia's economy and government. 
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Nick draws a distinction between himself (he’s wealthy, but also 
your average guy) and cousins like Eddie (who's wealthy and 
insufferably entitled). The way that he thinks about wealth allows 
him to maintain his humanity and compassion, while Eddie, for 
instance, is focused only on making himself wealthier and more 
impressive, often at others’ expense. Nick also suggests that there's 
so much money in his ultrawealthy circle that it’s basically a 
spectator sport. This doesn’t mean it’s not still important, 
though—people like Eleanor still want to preserve their fortunes, 
while women like Kitty want to marry up to improve their positions. 
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Finally, Ah Ma’s full power and influence comes to the forefront. 
Rachel was fine when it seemed like she and Nick were “just having 
fun,” but now, Ah Ma shows that she doesn’t actually care about 
Rachel at all. In fact, Rachel is so inconsequential that Ah Ma refers 
to her as “the girl.” Then, she treats Nick like a child by suggesting 
that Nick’s proposal is “nonsense,” and she seems to believe that 
when he’s told not to propose, Nick is going to happily drop Rachel 
and follow his mother and grandmother home. This ignores, of 
course, that Nick and Rachel are both adults and in love. 
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ick tells An Ma that he plans to marry Rachel anyway if she 
says yes, but Ah Ma argues that Rachel isn’t from a “proper 
family.” Offended, Rachel turns to leave. Nick grabs her arm so 
that she hears him say that Rachel’s family is wonderful, 
courteous, and respectful. They act this way, Ah Ma says, 
because Nick is a Young. Nick scoffs. Eleanor continues to 
insult Rachel’s pedigree, and Nick begins to lead Rachel away 
when Eleanor asks if Nick has met Rachel’s father—he didn't 
die in an industrial accident, as Kerry has always told Rachel. 
Rachel looks at Eleanor like Eleanor is crazy, but Eleanor says 
she met her father, Zhou Fang Min, in a prison near Shenzhen. 
Eleanor then produces Rachel's birth certificate and 
newspaper clippings announcing his imprisonment. Finally, 
there’s a notice that Kerry kidnapped a baby named Zhou An 
ei. 


Shocked and enraged, Nick kicks the coffee table over. Ah Ma 
scolds him, but Nick says he finally understands that Philip 
moved to Sydney because he can't stand being around Ah Ma. 
Rachel faints. 


PART 3, CHAPTER 14 


Astrid doesn’t know what to think of this sad, small “love nest” 
with a vinyl couch and buckets of children’s toys. How could 
Michael feel he needs to come here? Michael snarls that he 
can't believe Astrid got Harry to track him down, but Astrid 
insists she did this herself. She then asks about Michael’s 
mistress, and if his son lives here. Astrid screams, throws a toy 
at him, and collapses to the floor, sobbing. Michael realizes he 
has to come clean. He says the boy isn’t his son, and he doesn’t 
have a mistress—the woman who lives here is his cousin, 
Jasmine Ng. He’s been faking the affair, though he did take 
Jasmine to dinner. Michael says he didn’t think he had a choice: 
if he was having an affair, Astrid would want to divorce him, and 
her family could “save face.’ 
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During this confrontation, Nick asserts his independence from his 
family. They may see him as the key to the family fortune, but he 
rejects their attempts to reduce him to a pawn. By insisting on 
marrying Rachel anyway, he shows just how “western” he’s become 
after his time at school in England and working in the U.S.: he 
genuinely doesn’t care that Rachel's family isn’t rich, as they're all 
nice people (and not just because Nick is wealthy and powerful, as 
Ah Ma implies). Meanwhile, Eleanor reveals what Lorena’s private 
investigator was able to dig up, totally upending Rachel's beliefs 
about her family. This information suggests Kerry has lied to 
Rachel—something Kerry and Rachel will no doubt have to discuss. 
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This argument has made it abundantly clear to Nick that Ah Ma has 
been so kind and generous to him because, thus far, he’s toed the 
line. But now that he steps out of line—as Philip did years ago when 
he married Eleanor instead of Jacqueline Ling—he realizes how 
overbearing and controlling Ah Ma is when it comes to her male 
family members. 


It’s a huge shock for Astrid to learn that Michael, in fact, has not 
been having an affair. Michael’s explanation suggests that the real 
reason he went to such lengths to fabricate the affair was because 
of her family's culture around marriage and money. Her family has 
never really approved of him, as he comes from a middle-class 
family. But even with that, they also wouldn't support a divorce just 
because Astrid and Michael are unhappy—that's not, he suspects, a 
“good enough” reason. And so he’s gone to absolutely ridiculous 
lengths to make a divorce seem like Astrid’s only option. 
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Astrid is stunned. After a minute, she says it makes sense—the 
whole affair thing didn’t seem right to her. But why did Michael 
fake an affair? Michael sighs that their marriage hasn't ever 
worked. The sex was great and it didn’t seem like it'd be so bad 
to get married, but then “reality hit” It’s impossible, Michael 
says, to be married to “everyone's idea of” Astrid, as everyone 
thinks he married her for her money. Everyone judges him for 
being lower-class, Harry treats his golf caddie better than he 
treats Michael, and everyone acts like he’s just tech support. 
Harry and Felicity have never invited Michael’s parents for 
dinner, and her parents will never respect Michael’s family 
because they only respect people “born rich or royal.’ Realizing 
he’s right, Astrid is horrified. 


Astrid points out that Michael’s company is doing well, so he'll 
be rich enough to impress her parents soon. Scoffing, Michael 
says he got his first bonus check for $238,000 last year. It was 
the most he'd ever made, but he realized that Astrid makes 
more money in a month than he'll make in his life. He knows this 
because when he and Astrid got engaged, Astrid’s brothers 
took him out for lunch, told him about Astrid’s properties, and 
showed him one of Astrid’s financial reports. They warned him 
that lawyers protect all her assets, and “no one outside the 
Leong family” will ever get any money from her—even if she 
dies. Astrid promises to stop spending time with her family, but 
choking up, Michael says he has to go. Now is the best time to 
leave, while Cassian is still little, and he’s tired of resenting 
Astrid. 


PART 3, CHAPTER 15 


Peik Lin knocks on Rachel’s bedroom door and offers her a tray 
of food. Rachel thanks her, but she seems disinterested and 
upset still. Rachel puts the tray aside once Peik Lin leaves. She 
hasn't had an appetite since she came to in Cameron Heights, 
with Ah Ma’s lady’s maids reviving her. She’d asked Nick to get 
her out and Nick agreed, despite Eleanor’s protestations. They 
drove down the mountain, and Rachel insisted Nick drop her 
off at a hotel so she could sleep. He finally agreed, but as soon 
as he drove away, she canceled the credit card and got a taxi to 
Peik Lin’s. She's been here ever since. 


Now, three days after arriving at Peik Lin’s, Rachel calls her 
mom. Angrily, she asks if her father is still alive and demands to 
know who Zhou Fang Min is. Kerry is silent for a long time, and 
then she asks to explain. Rather than let her mother explain, 
Rachel accuses her mom of kidnapping her and of depriving her 
of her father. Kerry tries to say that Zhou Fang Min was hateful 
and she had to save Rachel from him, but Rachel hangs up. 
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Michael basically says that being married to Astrid is like being 
married to a celebrity, in that people don’t believe someone would 
marry a celebrity for any reason other than because that person is 
famous. It doesn’t matter that Astrid is also kind, generous, funny, or 
anything else, because so many other people see being rich as her 
defining characteristic. Further, Michael hits on the fact that Astrid’s 
parents are snobbish and rude to lower classes, which parallels how 
Nick just called Eleanor and Ah Ma out on the same. That 
snobbishness is, perhaps, going to end with Felicity and Eleanor’s 
generation—especially now that Astrid sees how harmful it is—but 
Astrid and Nick still have to deal with the consequences of their 
parents’ rude behavior. 
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Astrid seems not to understand that there is no impressing her 
parents. For one, her family is just too rich to ever be impressed by 
someone else's money, and Astrid’s brothers made it abundantly 
clear to Michael that he'll never be accepted into the family. This, in 
Michael’s estimation, means it’s time to end their marriage. Though 
Astrid might now understand why Michael has been so unhappy 
and wants to end things, she still must contend with the fact that 
she’s soon going to be a divorcée—that is, she’s not going to have a 
“perfect family,’ as Sophie Khoo called it earlier. That comes with 
major consequences, and it will severely impact Astrid’s reputation. 
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One consequence of Nick not prepping Rachel to deal with his 
family is that she was totally caught off guard by Ah Ma and 
Eleanor’s total disregard for her as a person. Rachel isn’t used to 
being treated like that in general, but especially not by family 
members. It’s especially galling because Rachel knows she’s not 
dating Nick for his money (she genuinely loves him), so it’s even 
more offensive to have people assume she is and treat her poorly 
because of that assumption. 


Kerry's reaction suggests that Eleanor stumbled upon something 
true. But Rachel feels so betrayed, she’s unable and unwilling to let 
her mom explain herself. Though this may seem like Rachel and 
Kerry are drifting apart, it’s because they’re so close that Rachel 
feels safe enough to lose her temper with her mom. This offers hope 
that they'll be able to reconcile later. 
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After a week, Rachel emerges from her room and joins the Goh 
family for lunch. She lets Neena make her a plate and thanks 
the Gohs for their hospitality, but she says she’s ready to leave. 
But before heading home, Rachel says, she wants to go to 
China and meet her father. When Wye Mun and Peik Lin ask, 
Rachel says she’s not sure if she'll tell Nick—it’ll be just her luck 
that someone from his family will land in the prison yard ina 
helicopter just as she’s meeting her father. After laughing, Peik 
Lin and her family share that Nick has been calling daily. The 
family’s opinion is divided on whether Rachel should talk to him 
or not, but Wye Mun and Neena joke that it’s not Nick’s fault 
Eleanor is a terrible person. Rachel agrees to see Nick. 


A few hours later, Rachel and Nick are sitting by the pool. Nick 
apologizes for Eleanor and Ah Ma’s behavior, but Rachel insists 
it’s not his fault. When pressed, Nick says he’s not staying at 
Tyersall Park—he’s at Colin’s apartment while Colin and 
Araminta are on their honeymoon. He suggests they go home 
to New York, but Rachel says she’s visiting China to see her 
father first—with just Peik Lin, not Nick. Then, she’s going to go 
to New York on her own, and she doesn’t think she and Nick 
should see each other after that. Nick insists he loves Rachel 
and wants to marry her, but Rachel notes that everyone here 
looks down on her, and Nick will inevitably want to move back 
to Singapore soon. His family and legacy are here, and she 
doesn’t want Nick to resent her. 


Nick continues to argue, but Rachel says that even if they 
return to the U.S. and have children, Nick’s family will never 
accept them. Rachel says that learning about Kerry’s lies has 
shown her that names and family connections don’t matter all 
that much. What matters is what she’s accomplished. Rachel 
doesn't want her hypothetical children to think their worth 
comes from “making money, spending money, flaunting money, 
comparing money, hiding money, controlling others with 
money, and ruining their lives over money.’ So, she and Nick 
can't get married, as being part of his family means Rachel and 
any children could never escape. 
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For now, Rachel doesn't take anything Kerry said seriously, 
especially that Zhou Fang Min was “hateful.” Instead, Rachel 
focuses on wanting to see her dad because, in her definition of what 
family “should” be like, this means she'll have one more person in her 
corner to support her, or at least help her understand herself and 
where she comes from. Wye Mun and Neena are joking, but they're 
right that Nick isn’t responsible for his mother’s cruelty. And the 
differences between Nick and Eleanor suggest that it is indeed 
possible to have money and not have lost one’s compassion. 
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This passage mirrors Michael and Astrid’s recent breakup 
conversation; both Michael and Rachel understand how important 
family is to their partners, as well as how hostile those families are 
to them because of their lower-class status. The similarities make it 
clear that this isn’t just a Michael and Astrid problem, or a Rachel 
and Nick problem. This is a widespread problem in the Young clan at 
large, as the older generations are adamant that lower-class people 
like Michael and Rachel aren't welcome in the family. 
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Rachel recognizes that even if Nick were to agree to live in the U.S. 
and start a life with her, he doesn't actually get to just reject his 
family. Their hypothetical children will still be Youngs—and that 
name comes with baggage, even if Ah Ma does disinherit Nick. And 
Rachel has come to realize that she wants her family to support 
each other instead of using each other as tools to contro! money. 
Thus, Rachel feels she must reject Nick’s proposal outright, as she 
believes money will permanently poison their marriage. 
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PART 3, CHAPTER 16 


ck wakes up in Colin’s flat to something tapping. Figuring it’s 
the blue jay that likes to peck at the sliding glass doors 
downstairs, Nick rolls over and wishes he could go back in time 
to the spring. Then, he could prep Rachel for the trip to 
Singapore. Still, he feels increasingly less at home with his 
family; it seems like their rules for him keep changing. But he 
also loves afternoon tea with Ah Ma and walks with Philip. 
Hearing the sound downstairs again, Nick realizes there's 
someone in the house—anyone who reads gossip magazines 
will know Colin and Araminta are on their honeymoon and that 
the house is empty. Nick quietly finds a weapon—a carved 
didgeridoo—and creeps downstairs, only to find Colin himself. 


Colin teases Nick, but then he says that lots of people are 
worried about him, from Sophie and Araminta to Mandy. He 
makes Nick breakfast and as Nick eats, Colin shares the latest 
gossip: Kitty Pong dumped Alistair. During the tea ceremony 
the day after the wedding, Colin and Araminta heard a strange 
noise coming from one of the house’s built-ins—and a child 
opened the cupboard to reveal Kitty and Bernard Tai in an 
extremely compromising position. All the guests saw. Nick 
howls with laughter. 


Getting serious again, Colin says Rachel needs Nick’s help right 
now. Nick points out that Rachel doesn’t want to see him, and 
he notes the irony of people thinking she’s a “gold digger” when 
she broke up with Nick because his family is so rich. Colin 
marvels that Rachel is “the real deal.’ Nick, however, continues 
that he ruined the simple, fulfilling life he and Rachel had, and 
he ruined Rachel's life altogether by damaging her relationshi 
with Kerry and leading to Rachel finding out her father is a 
convict. The blue jay begins tapping on the window, distracting 
Nick and Colin. Colin opens the window and the jay flies in and 
begins attacking a Damien Hirst painting on the wall. Colin says 
Nick needs to be like the blue jay: he needs to keep trying until 
he succeeds. 
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After the debacle at Ah Ma’s summer lodge, Nick has a totally new 
perspective on his family. Though he loves his grandmother and his 
father, he now sees how dysfunctional his family is. And this 
dysfunction stems from the family’s relationship to money and the 
expectations they place on members to protect and grow the family 
fortune. Essentially, Nick has to face that although his grandmother 
might genuinely love him, she also sees him as a tool—something 
that’s dehumanizing and hard to bear. 


Mandy wasn't excited to come to the wedding and didn’t seem to 
care much about Nick. Her remorse suggests that she may turn out 
to be one of the younger generation who helps change the culture of 
valuing money above all else. The revelation about Kitty and 
Bernard, meanwhile, shows that Ah Ma got her way in one 
regard—Kitty won't be marrying in. 
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With his best friend to help him process, Nick is now willing and able 
to see how oblivious he’s been to his family’s unhealthy norms 
surrounding money and marriage. In fact, he implies that he values 
the closer relationship Rachel and Kerry have when he laments 
ruining it—to Colin, at least, he expresses no remorse about standing 
up to Eleanor and Ah Ma. But this passage isn’t all serious: Damien 
Hirst is a very famous British artist, and Colin’s non-reaction to a 
bird pecking at such an expensive painting is mind-boggling. 
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PART 3, CHAPTER 17 


A speedboat takes Astrid from the jetty out into Repulse Bay, 
where Charlie is waiting on a restored 18th-century Chinese 
junk to take Astrid sailing. (She’s spent the last few weeks 
grieving the end of her marriage at Charlie’s apartment; he 
thought she could use a pick-me-up.) They discuss the junk’s 
history and, inevitably, the conversation comes around to 
Michael. Though Charlie assures Astrid she couldn't have 
changed anything, she insists that’s not true—she could’ve not 
asked Michael to sign the prenup, stopped buying couture 
dresses, and stopped buying him lavish gifts. Charlie insists 
that Astrid is a good person, even if she does have “extravagant 
tastes.” And he admits that he doesn’t resent Astrid for how she 
treated him. He’s just mad at her parents. 


Sighing, Astrid says her parents will be mad now that she didn’t 
marry Charlie. They used to stick up their noses at the Wu 
family’s new tech fortune, but now the Wus are highly 
influential—and Astrid is going to be a shameful divorcée. As 
deckhands bring snacks and a bottle of Sauterne wine, Astrid 
laments that she and Michael loved drinking Sauternes 
together. She says she was happy and so was Cassian, and she 
feels like she’s failed Cassian. Charlie insists that Michael 
messed up and failed Cassian, though Astrid’s family is 
intimidating and he can empathize. He figures it’d be easier for 
an attractive woman than for a man like Michael, who's 
attractive but not wealthy, to marry in. 


Astrid laughs that at first, it seemed like Michael didn’t care 
about her money—but she was wrong, and he cared too much. 
She begins to sob into Charlie’s shoulder, and Charlie assures 
her that it’s okay for her to show emotion. Charlie recognizes 
how absurd this situation is: Astrid is his ex-flancée, and here 
she is crying to him about another man. They sit together for 
several hours on the junk. Charlie brought Astrid out here to 
confess that he’s never stopped loving her, but he knows it’s too 
late now. He comforts himself with the thought that at least she 
used to love him. As they return to Repulse Bay, Charlie tells 
Astrid to not grant Michael a fast divorce. He might come back. 
And in the meantime, Astrid should live her life how she wants 
to. Astrid agrees. 


After Charlie drops Astrid off, he calls Aaron, the chief financial 
officer of his family’s company. He asks Aaron to acquire Cloud 
Nine Solutions tomorrow and to offer at least $30 million for it. 
He then wants Aaron to get the founding partner, Michael Teo, 
the best stock options available and quickly take the company 
public. Charlie doesn’t care what Aaron has to do to make this 
happen, but it can’t trace back to him. Hanging up, Charlie 
thinks that if he can't have Astrid himself, he at least wants to 
do what he can to help her be happy with Michael again. 
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Charlie distills one of the novel’s main ideas: that money can 
certainly deprive people of their humanity (as in Eleanor’s case), but 
it doesn’t have to. Astrid is one of the kindest people in the novel, 
and that has nothing to do with how much money she has (except 
that it enables her to purchase expensive gifts). The problem, as 
Charlie sees it, is Astrid’s parents (and that entire generation), which 
has made protecting money a huge part of how they live their lives 
and expect their children to live theirs. 
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Remember at the bachelorette, when Sophie Khoo talked about the 
upper crust scorning “imperfect” families (whether those families 
are “imperfect” because a parent died or because of divorce). Astrid 
doesn’t want to leave her circle, but she also knows she may no 
longer be welcome in it after she and Michael separate. Charlie's 
optimism that a woman would have an easier time marrying in is 
charming, but the novel shows Charlie is wrong: Rachel has been 
run off, clearly disproving the point. 
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Astrid’s realization that Michael cared “too much” about her money 
may prove instructive for Rachel and Nick. Rachel, like Michael, 
doesn’t care about Nick's money. But this doesn’t mean that, years 
down the line, Rachel won't also find navigating Nick’s family and 
money way too difficult. She may care, just in a way that’s 
consistent with how she’s rejected his money thus far. For his part, 
Charlie realizes that he’s not going to be able to successfully woo 
Astrid, the love of his life. His tact and respect for her wishes stands 
out in a novel where so many people try to impose what they want 
on others. 
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Charlie genuinely believes he’s doing the right thing here and is 
being helpful. His plan, essentially, seems to be to make Michael into 
an “appropriate” match for Astrid by making him very rich very fast. 
However, the novel has already implied that Astrid’s parents won't 
be impressed by anyone else’s money, so it remains to be seen 
whether Charlie’s plan will work. 
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PART 3, CHAPTER 18 


Though Rachel and Peik Lin are only going to Shenzhen for one 
night, Peik Lin is still bringing three suitcases. Peik Lin also 
convinced Rachel to fly private, noting that it can just make 
things easier sometimes—this way, they won't spend a day 
waiting in line at customs with thousands of people. But now, 
seeing Rachel’s ashy face, Peik Lin wonders if this trip is even a 
good idea. Rachel admits that she didn’t sleep well, as she 
misses Nick. She insists, though, that things have to be over 
between them. And she feels she has to meet her father, as 
she’s seen talk shows that reunite adopted adults with their 
birth parents and all those people found it important. Still, 
Rachel admits she’s nervous. 


Rachel and Peik Lin get in the gold car, but just as the gates to 
Villa d'Oro open, a silver Land Rover blocks the driveway and 
ick races out of the car. Kerry emerges from the passenger 
side, and Rachel leaps out of Peik Lin’s car. Kerry says that Nick 
filled her in, and since he wouldn't stop Rachel from going to 
China, she said she had to. So Nick chartered her a private 
plane. Exasperated, Rachel says she has to leave to meet her 
father, but Kerry says Rachel can’t go: Zhou Fang Min isn’t 
Rachel’s father. Rachel’s father is another man, someone Kerry 
truly loved. Dazed, Rachel asks Peik Lin if the driver will just run 
her over. 


PART 3, CHAPTER 19 


Eleanor can’t believe her eyes when she enters Carol’s house 
and finds Carol and Dato’ Tai Toh Lui watching as Sister Gracie, 
a Pentecostal preacher, smash priceless antique Chinese 
furniture and art because it’s “satanic.” These images of “idols,” 
Sister Gracie insists, are why Bernard ran off to Vegas to marry 
Kitty, a “pregnant soap opera harlot who pretends to be from 
Taiwan.” Daisy, Eleanor, and Lorena watch Sister Gracie destroy 
a Qianlong funerary urn and then race to the bedroom to 
rescue as many antiques as possible. They fill shopping bags 
and purses, and Eleanor tries to brush past a maid entering the 
bedroom so she can take some bags out to her car. 


The woman Eleanor thinks is a maid, though, isn’t a maid: it’s 
Nadine, but she’s in sweatpants with no makeup or jewelry. 
Bleakly, Nadine says her father-in-law woke up from his coma 
and couldn't handle the fact that the family now lives ina 
mansion with servants. He lost it when he saw Francesca 
dressed up in couture clothes. The next morning, he took 
control of Shaw Foods, froze every family member’s bank 
account, and insisted everyone pay back what they've spent in 
the last six years. If they don’t, they'll be disinherited, and the 
Shaw Foundation will get all his money when he dies. 
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Peik Lin makes the case that being rich doesn’t just mean having lots 
of great food, a pool of sharks, or expensive clothes. Sometimes, it’s 
worth it to make the convenient choice, which enough money can 
often buy. Rachel implied in her last conversation with Nick that her 
dad doesn’t make her who she is, in that she’s not convinced hearing 
a person’s last name tells someone all you need to know about that 
person. Still, she believes that she'll find peace of some sort when 
she meets him. 
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Rachel's family becomes even more complicated with Kerry’s 
revelation that Zhou Fang Min isn’t Rachel’s father (and satisfyingly, 
this means Eleanor was wrong). Note that Kerry’s love is what 
compels her to come clean with Rachel, while their open and 
trusting relationship is what allows Kerry to do this. Eleanor, for 
instance, doesn’t speak to Nick openly or honestly—she reacts and 
then says hurtful things. But then again, she’s never treated Nick like 
his own person who deserves respect. 


Sister Gracie is destroying not just millions of dollars’ worth of 
artwork. She's also destroying pieces that are important to Chinese 
history. That the Tais don’t care about that, and instead prioritize 
trying to pray Bernard and Kitty's Vegas marriage out of existence, 
speaks to their privilege. In this regard, Eleanor and her other friends 
take the sensible stance: rescue the antiques. Eleanor and her other 
friends may be just as wealthy or wealthier than Carol, but they also 
see the value in preserving these items just for the sake of preserving 
them. 
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Nadine’s sudden transformation highlights that the only thing 
separating Eleanor and her ilk from the maids is their money. With 
the money—and the makeup and clothes it bought—gone, Nadine is 
just another faceless middle- or working-class woman. Her father- 
in-law’s choice to do this, meanwhile, shows again that some rich 
people maintain their compassion and responsibility to others. And 
in this case, he’s willing to try to coerce his family into at least acting 
like they care about more than just themselves. 
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Nadine says she’s doing fine; her father-in-law will no doubt 
have another stroke soon and things will go back to normal. But 
Francesca is struggling. She lost her monthly allowance and 
can't possibly live on her lawyer’s salary. She had to resign from 
charitable boards, her friends have abandoned her, and she 
screams at Nadine every night that they should’ve “pulled the 
plug on the old man” while they could. Daisy says that this is 
what happens when you give kids everything. Carol spoiled 
Bernard, and now they have Kitty as a daughter-in-law. Nadine 
muses that they at least saved Nick from Rachel, but Eleanor 
sighs that Nick won't talk to her or to Ah Ma now. Parents try 
so hard to protect their kids, but the kids don't care. 


Eleanor continues that Nick has no idea how badly he’s messed 
things up with An Ma—Ah Ma never forgives. Now, the 
“sacrifices” Eleanor made were for nothing. She explains that 
she’s spent her life positioning Nick to be the favorite grandson 
and heir to Tyersall Park by letting Nick have a closer 
relationship to Ah Ma than with her. But Nick doesn’t care: he 
just wants to teach history. Sister Gracie interrupts Eleanor’s 
lament by heading toward the bedroom, preaching about false 
idols, and Daisy hisses that they need to get their bags of 
antiques out now. 


PART 3, CHAPTER 20 


Peik Lin and Nick drink margaritas by the pool while Rachel and 
Kerry go to the house’s library. Rachel sits angrily as Kerry 
begins her story—one she’s never told anyone, and one she 
hoped Rachel would never have to hear. Kerry explains that 
when she was 17, she fell in love with Zhou Fang Min, a man six 
years older from a wealthy family. Since the Zhou family owned 
aconstruction company, they built the school in Kerry’s village 
and Fang Min oversaw it. Kerry says she was young and had 
never left her village, so Fang Min seemed “sophisticated” and 
she fell in love immediately. Her parents tried to stop the 
relationship and get Kerry to focus on her education, but Kerry 
rebelled. She and Fang Min decided to marry and run away. 


Kerry says her parents were distraught, but she thought for a 
short time that things were perfect. However, Fang Min’s 
mother was extremely traditional and snobby, and she 
expected Kerry to do lots of traditional daughter-in-law duties. 
Then she started to put pressure on Kerry to get pregnant, 
which resulted in big fights. Eventually, Kerry says, she 
convinced Fang Min to get an apartment for just them—but 
without his parents there to temper him, he began to abuse 
Kerry and see other women. Rachel asks how Kerry put up with 
it, but Kerry says she was 18, terrified, and too humiliated to 
tell her parents. 
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In a darkly humorous turn, Nadine reveals that she’s not upset by 
these changes because her father-in-law is inevitably going to lose 
his ability to make decisions about the money. Her lack of affect 
here is what’s so shocking and funny—it highlights just how 
heartless money can make people. Francesca illustrates another 
aspect of this when she suggests her family should've pulled her 
grandfather off of life support long ago so they could keep his 
money. 
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By talking about how she “sacrifice[d]” for Nick, Eleanor sounds like 
your standard parent—she even sounds like she and Kerry could 
have something to talk about. However, her sacrifices meant 
alienating her son, and they also entailed treating him like a pawn 
and not a person. Scoffing that he just wants to teach history 
suggests that Eleanor doesn’t care about who Nick is and what he 
loves—or indeed, who he loves. She just wants him to have Ah Ma's 
money. 


The beginning of Kerry's story begins to explain why she seemed to 
be very suspicious when Rachel learned Nick was wealthy—she has 
firsthand experience with dating a much wealthier man. And given 
that Kerry previously described Zhou Fang Min as cruel, readers 
should approach Kerry’s story knowing that it likely doesn’t have a 
happy ending—Kerry’s hope in this passage will be short-lived. Note 
that Kerry's parents want her to become educated, just as Kerry 
wanted Rachel to become educated. Kerry was able to help Rachel 
obtain her PhD, where Kerry’s parents weren't able to help her. 
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Again, parallels abound between Kerry’s story and Rachel’s: Fang 
Min’s mother is very traditional, as is Eleanor; and Kerry kept the 
abuse a secret, just as Rachel refused to tell anyone about the 
disastrous bachelorette. Traditional Chinese culture is, Kerry 
implies, what kept her from speaking up and advocating for herself, 
either in her in-laws’ home or in her and Fang Min's home. She saw 
no escape from it. 
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Continuing her story, Kerry says there was a family with ason 
in the apartment below. The son, Kao Wei, was a year younger 
than Kerry, and he began to shelter Kerry from Fang Min’s 
drunken rages. They soon fell in love and started an affair, 
which Kerry ended weeks before discovering she was 
pregnant. Embarrassed, she assures Rachel that she knew Kao 
Wei was Rachel’s father because Fang Min had “peculiar” 
sexual preferences and none of them were going to result in 
pregnancy. Kerry says she was terrified that Fang Min was 
going to kill her or Kao Wei, so she hid her pregnancy until Fang 
Min’s mother put it together. 


Kerry says she was shocked when Fang Min’s mother was 
thrilled and suddenly became caring and generous. Kerry was 
so relieved to move back in with her in-laws, where they 
treated her like a princess. Fang Min’s mother was convinced 
Kerry was going to have a boy. When she went into labor, Kerry 
was afraid Rachel was going to look too much like Kao Wei and 
give her away, but the main issue was that Rachel was a girl. 
Kerry was even afraid that Fang Min was going to beat her to 
death. She explains that China’s one-child policy was still in 
effect, and so she couldn't legally have another baby—unless 
her first was handicapped. So, Kerry’s in-laws planned to put 
acid in Rachel’s eye and blind her. Rachel is shocked. 


Continuing her story, Kerry says that the maid Fang Min’s 
mother hired to care for her during her pregnancy had become 
Kerry's friend, so she told Kerry about the plot and helped 
Kerry escape the house with newborn Rachel. Kerry got on a 
bus until she was far away from the house and then called Kao 
Wei to help her escape. Posing as her husband, he rode the 
train with Kerry to her parents’ village and left her there. Kerry 
never told him Rachel was his; she didn’t want to ruin his bright 
future. Meanwhile, her parents sent her and Rachel to 
Shenzhen while her in-laws smeared her in the newspapers and 
interrogated Kerry’s parents for weeks. Finally, Kerry had the 
opportunity to travel to America. 


Kerry never spoke to her parents again and wouldn't have been 
able to follow Rachel to China, as she was and still is too scared 
of the Zhous. She never found out what happened to Kao Wei, 
either. Kerry says she tried not to look back once she got to 
America, though she wrote to Kao Wei a few times. She begins 
sobbing, and Rachel leaps up to comfort her. Rachel apologizes, 
and Kerry says she never wanted Rachel to learn about her 
mistakes. 
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Though Kerry and Kao Wei genuinely loved each other, that wasn't 
enough to rescue Kerry from a dangerous situation. A loving 
relationship, this shows, is great, but it doesn’t always guarantee 
happiness. Indeed, it seems to make things more dangerous and 
stressful for Kerry, as she now has to worry that someone is going to 
find out that Fang Min isn’t her baby’s father. 


The prospect of putting acid in a newborn's eye is shocking for 
Rachel, and likely for readers as well. But Kerry frames it as 
something that happened with some regularity due to China’s one- 
child policy. The Zhou family’s desire for a son also highlights how 
traditional culture shapes their actions. Sons carry on the family 
name (and care for their aging parents), while daughters are 
expected to marry out and disappear. Rachel's birth, essentially, 
threatens to destroy the Zhous’ wealth and power by creating a 
dead end in the bloodline. But looking at Rachel this way also denies 
her humanity. 
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Kerry, the maid, and Kao Wei believe that though Rachel is a girl, 
she’s still a person who deserves respect, compassion, and a chance 
to live her life—with her sight and eye health intact. Having Rachel 
to protect motivates Kerry to push back against cultural norms that 
see her (Kerry) as just a vessel for bearing a son and that sees 
Rachel as an inconvenience. [mmigrating to the U.S. certainly came 
with its own set of trials and hardships, as Rachel has implied 
throughout the novel, but it also gave Rachel the opportunity to 
become the economist she is today. 


0 O 


Kerry’s views on marriage versus education are complex. Her 
mistake (if one can call it that) was marrying for money rather than 
pursuing her education. And though Kerry wants Rachel to marry 
on some level, she also doesn't want Rachel to end up ina similar 
situation as she did (which, given Eleanor’s cruelty and overbearing 
nature, seems like a distinct possibility if Rachel and Nick marry). 
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Around sunset, Peik Lin and Nick watch Kerry and Rachel come 
out to the garden, arm and arm. Kerry asks Peik Lin to make her 
a Singapore Sling, but Peik Lin admits she doesn’t know 
how—that’s what tourists drink. She offers to take Kerry out 
for a drink, and Kerry invites Nick to join them. Rachel agrees 
to let Nick come and soon after, they're seated at the SkyBar at 
Marina Bay Sands, which is in the park built on the 57th floor of 
the building. 


Rachel hasn't said a word to Nick since they left the Gohs’ 
house, and now, Nick gets up to walk along the infinity pool. 
Kerry tells Rachel that Nick is a good man, and she’s glad he 
came to see her. She explains that he showed up on her 
doorstep two days ago to bring her here. At this, Rachel leaps 
up and joins Nick by the pool to thank him for bringing Kerry 
here. Back at their table, Peik Lin hisses to Kerry that Rachel 
and Nick are kissing. When the couple returns to the table, 
Kerry asks if they can get satay at a hawker stall, and Nick and 
Peik Lin argue about where to get the best satay. 
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This trip to the SkyBar is a reset of sorts. Kerry and Rachel have 
made up, and Rachel is at least willing to allow Nick to join the 
group for drinks. This suggests that hearing her mom's story has 
perhaps given Rachel a new perspective on her relationship with 
Nick—and that they may too make up. 


When Kerry says Nick is a good man, she says nothing about his 
money. Instead of focusing on his money, she insists that he’s a good 
man because he helps people and wants those he loves to be happy. 
This, of course, includes Rachel. While the novel leaves it ambiguous 
whether Rachel accepts Nick’s proposal, it nevertheless leaves 
readers with the implication that money doesn't have to corrupt 
someone. Rather, it can just be one tool a person uses to show 
others they care. 
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